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PARGUERA DIVERS 
& PARADOR POSADA POR LAMAR 


phone (787) 899-4015, ext. 131 fax (787) 899-5558 
P.O. Box 514: Lajas, Puerto Rico 00667 


ee 


PARGUERA 

DIVERS 

PUERTO RICO 
Dive the Wall in Puerto Rico. Let 
Captain Efra show you his best dive 
sites. Great dive packages together 
with Posada Por Lamar, which offers 
a great variety of watersports. We 
are located at Phosphorescent Bay. 


* Diving The Wall since the =i 70's 
* First Dive hi in La babi is ‘na 


CARIBBEAN SCHOOL 
OF AQUATICS, INC. 


phone (787) 728-6606 - One Taft Street, Suite 10-F - San Juan, Puerto Rico 00911 


Our all-day safari begins at 8:00 a.m. and returns at 5:30 p.m. Includes a 
one hour bus trip that takes you past many sights including El Yunque rain 
forest then to the Caribbean Sea to dive the Coastal Spanish Islands. 


DIVE SITES: San Juan and Farjardo on our 40ft. dive boat, Innovation 
or our 51ft. sailing catamaran, Fun Cat. Scuba trip $124pp or Snorkel $69. 


(NAUI-PADI Resort 


Call CAPTAIN GREG KORWEK Dive Pioneer - Naui Instructor # 166 
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CORAL HEAD DIVERS 
phone (787) 850-7208/fax (787) 285-8507/(800) 635-4529 
P.O. Box 10246 - Humacao, Puerto Rico 00792 


PADI and Naui certifications, Morning dives daily, All dive sites within 15- 
30 minutes by boat. Our equipment is impeccable—everyone is impressed. 
The boats are the best custom dive boats on the island. No other operators 
dive our sites, we found all of them and they are virgin. Fish do not run away 
nor are they fed. We provide dive computers for all our clients at no charge. 
A variety of typography. 


AQUATICA U/W ADVENTURES P- 
& JOYUDA BEACH HOTEL 


Dive Shop phone/fax (787) 890-6071 
Joyuda Beach Hotel (787) 851-5650 
US Booking Agent: Into The Blue 1-800-6-GETWET 
Aquatica Underwater Adventures 
P.0. Box 250350 - Ramey, Puerto Rico 00604 











Dive packages with luxurious accommoda- 
tions and personal services are our special- 
ties. Dive Desecheo Island, The West Wall 
or surrounding reefs. Caverns, breathtaking 
dropoffs and a large variety of marine life; 
with ocean front lodging, great beach and 
the personal attention of Puerto Rico’s first 
west coast dive operation and _ highly 
trained staff, will make your vacation an 
unforgetabble one. We also offer PADI 
courses and referrals. Sales, rentals & 
repairs also available. 


DIVE SITES: Basslet Reef, Cracks, LaJolla, The Reserve, etc. 


J. LAUREANO- Bx 





phone (787) 724-1882 or (787) 729-2929, ext. 240/fax (787) 723-6770 
Radisson Normandie Hotel - PO. Box 2470 - San Juan, Puerto Rico 00902-2470 


Come and Discover the Spanish Virgin islands. 
At El one taco Resort & Country Club 
ee phone (800) 468-5228 or (787) 863-1000, ext. 7917 


fax (787) 889-0538 
PO. Box 387 - Fajardo, Puerto Rico 00738-0387 


We are a NAUI PRO Facility and a PADI Resort Association member and 
offer courses in both. We also offer Island-Diving day trips for divers and 
snorkelers, sunset cruises of San Juan Bay, fishing charters, windsurfing 
and kayaking. 


Package Prices 
Available 


DIVE SITES: Local dive sites 
off Radisson Normandie Hotel: 
Figure 8 Reef where sea horses, 
octopus, sardines and other trop- 
icals hang out, and Horse Shoe 
Reef, with small caves, tunnels 
and overhangs. Fajardo sites: 
The Slope, The Garden (wreck 


dive) or Bacerra Reef. as CARIBE Aquatic 
ADVENTURES 


We assure you a wide range of div- 
ing and snorkeling adventures that 
will satisfy both novice and experi- 


enced divers with three dive trips 
4 daily at the largest dive operation in 
DINE Puerto Rico. 
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Where Adventure, 
Discoveries and Memories 
meet. 


An underwater kingdom 
takes me where my mind 
has never gone before. 
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Disgaea iat a vacation was always meant to ia Discover the Continent of Puerto Rico. 


Right here in the U.S.A. 
Only Puerto Rico puts so many vacation 


For additional information, call your travel agent or: 1-800- 800-7827 experiences within your reach. 
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ROBERT GERHEART 


By Dawid Taylor 


t was an historic Fall ’96. The 
highest number of students 
enrolled in our nation’s schools 
since—guess when?—the baby boomer 
years. Kids of aging boomers, the largest 
single population blip in America’s histo- 
ry, are now a second lump moving 
through the python’s belly. And like their 
parents before them, these kids’ swelling 
demographics ensure that their needs, 
desires and habits will affect nearly every 
aspect of our lives. Including diving. 

It’s no secret that scuba diving has 
changed radically since its black rubber, 
macho beginnings. The speargun as sym- 
bol of our sport has been replaced by the 
tropical dive bootie, with lime green 
accents. Behind the equipment, the faces 
on dive boats are changing, too—fewer 
whiskers, fewer years, smoother curves. 
Indeed, nearly 60 percent of RSD readers 
are married or have been; 40 percent are 
currently rearing children. 

More importantly for our sport, 
diving parents are turning scuba into a 
family activity, and the number of junior 
certifications is booming. PADI, the 
nation’s largest training agency, has 
averaged a 13 percent increase in junior 
certifications each year since 1994, 
YMCA, the nation’s oldest, estimates 15 
percent of all its certifications currently 
go to junior divers. 

The big numbers are one good rea- 
son why this issue is devoted to the first- 
ever “Guide to Family Diving.” But 
here’s another: the Steinbooks of Bethle- 
hem, Pa. Barbara is a typical bobomer— 
an active, 40-something, professional, 
single mom raising two boys. And she’d 
been anticipating this summer since being 
certified in 1992: Her sons Matthew, 15, 
and Benjamin, 12, both became old 
enough for C-cards. Finally she would be 
able to share one of the most important 
things in her life with those she loved 
most. 

As she wrote in her letter to me: “I 
enrolled the boys with Dave Bender at 
The Scuba Tank, where I received my 
certification. We treated the course like a 











Barbara Steinbook of Bethlehem, 
Pa., with her newly certified 
sons-——Matthew, 15, and 
Benjamin,12. “We treated the 
certification course as a family 
activity,”’ she wrrites. 


family activity, reading the units aloud 
and quizzing each other. I joined the boys 
in the classroom and the pool, and 
watched them steadily gain confidence in 
their skills and develop respect for the 
serious business of diving. 

“My confidence in their training got 
its biggest boost in Grand Cayman, where 
we scheduled their open water dives. 
Matthew and Ben were both unfazed by a 
close encounter with a school of tarpon 
on their first dive. A stiffer test for them— 
and for my nerves—came at Stingray City 
on our first day diving together. In the 
swirl of hungry rays, a yellowtail snapper 
lunged for the fistful of squid in Ben- 
jamin’s hand. Suddenly his regulator was 
dangling at his side. He nonchalantly 
replaced it, showing me the tiny nip on 
his finger before swimming off to observe 
a nurse shark our divemaster had coaxed 
from under a ledge. 

“By our final day, any doubts that 
the future would bring more family diving 
adventures evaporated when I overheard 
the boys comparing notes on dive sites 
with a cluster of seasoned divers awaiting 
the morning boats. That’s when I knew I 
could start dreaming of our next trip.” 

To help the Steinbooks and other 
families fulfill those dreams is the second, 
more important reason for this special 
issue filled with vacation packages, gear 
tips and instruction—all devoted to 
today’s diving families. © 
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ULTIMATE FAMILY GETAWAYS Grab your regs and your rug 
rats. Here’s the first complete family dive travel planner: Best des- 
tinations, resorts and escape routes for your annual dive pilgrim- 
age. ~By Nick Lucey 


SURVIVAL GUIDE TO DIVE TRAVEL If the Swiss Family 


Robinson had this guide to vacation travel, they would’ve ended 
up sipping pifia coladas instead of collecting coconuts. 


PLANNING 


=F PREPARING AND PACKING 
Bs GETTING THERE 
PERFECT-FIT DIVE GEAR From the diapered to the dentured, 


our review of family dive gear shows you how to find fit, com- 
fort and safety for everyone you love. ~By Jon Hardy 


iii, 4 Pano EEX) TEACH YOUR KIDS TO SNORKEL The best preschool for 


future divers may be your own mom-and-pop operation. 
~By Jennifer King 








Travel 
roy CAMP ’N’ DIVE From tents to tanks, starfish to shooting stars, pioneer spirit 


meets dive computer in this guide to the best places to roast marshmallows and 
blow bubbles. ~By John Francis 


RSD TRAVEL GUIDE: BELIZE Maybe they were thinking of Belize when they 
said good things come in small packages. This Massachusetts-sized country 
has everything a diver craves—and then some. ~By Buck Butler 


READER RATINGS: AUSTRALIA AND HONDURAS’S BAY ISLANDS Our readers 


have been there, dived that. Here’s their report on the best islands, operators 
and live-aboards. 





WEEKENDERS You'll get two of these one-tank getaways in your own back- 


yard, according to where you live: _ Redbe ears Sener 


: five years old, snorkels Caneel 





> Northeast: Ponquogue Bridge, N.Y.; Magnolia Rocks, Mass. la) an Se Ob US Vis. 

> South: Emerald Lagoon, Fla.; New River, Va. Photo by his dad, Steve 

> Midwest/South Central: Pearl Lake, Ill.; Freeport, Texas | Simonsen. Diving courtesy 
> West: Bamfield, British Columbia; Laguna Beach, Calif. : Low Key Watersports. 
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Equipment 


21) DIVE WATCHES More than a fashion statement, less than a necessity, 


these 13 dive watches will stand the test of time—and depth. 
~By John Francis 


Diver’s Handbook 


| 95 | SECRETS OF PERFECT TOPSIDE PHOTOS After you and your cam- 


era have dripped dry, here are 16 tips to make your topside photos 
postcard-perfect. ~By Franklin Viola 


c:y:¥ CURE CUTS AND STINGS Don’t go diving without these prescriptions 


for accidental close encounters with the marine world’s most armed and 
dangerous denizens. ~By Samuel Shelanski, M.D. 


Departments 


BEHIND THE LINES In the family way, and what it means for diving. 
~By David Taylor 


LETTERS Can the truth about the Galapagos crisis be found in our own 
backyard? 


SEAVIEW The unsavory plight of the world’s ugliest fish. ~Edited by 
Keith Phillips 





FAR HORIZON Where in the dive world are you? Play our contest, win a 
dive trip for two. 
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St. John, USVIs............000. csnevtasesea 
_ Vortex Spring, Fla......... sseadsanceesas 35 


a Cayman Ad Section ..............000+ 85 


__ Reef Explorer, Australia ..........110 — a 


The contents of this publication, including diving techniques 
and use of diving equipment, reflect the individual experi- 
ences of the writers and are not necessarily the recommended 
practices of Rodale Press, Inc. and are not intended for the 
sole purpose of diving instruction. Individuals seeking to par- 
ticipate in activities described in this publication should be 
properly trained and/or certified for such by a qualified pro- 
fessional diving instructor. Diving or use of diving equipment 
by untrained individuals can lead to serious injury or death. 
Neither Rodale Press, Inc., Rodale’s Scuba Diving nor its 
contributors shall be liable for any mishap claimed to result 
from use of such material. 
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Roatan, Guanaja, 
Utila, Barbareta, | 
Morat, Pretemacts | 
Cochinos Iles | 


Wild Things 


gee in a corner of the western Caribbean are the 


incredible Bay Islands of Honduras — emerald islands rising 





from a turquoise sea. Just offshore are stunning coral sar- 
dens and a continuous range of 


undersea mountains. Here divers 





will find an amazing display of : 
marine life, more than 60 species — i 


of stony corals and the widest 





selection of Syereyetscer imaginable. Agi : 
And there is more to marvel on the Honduras maiheaeeae 9 < 
land. Imagine a country that can offer you an ancient: Mz vi : 
city like Copan, charming colonial avchiteseaae a sprawling ; : - 
anit fort, arts and crafts markets, ; K. 
botanical cee jungle treks and . ae 
white water ratting 3 tours with a system 
of national parks that protects 
rain and cloud forests and provides 
unforgettab le wilderness vistas for 
| photographers and adventurers... .all 


in one... 





orl pyeleen travel expert today. 


HONDURAS 


More than you ever imagined! ¥ 
1-800-410-9608 eo GIRS 





©1995 Rick F ‘rehsee for the 
Honduras Institute of ' lourism 
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*Plymouth Neon $10,395 for starters. MSRPs include destination and $500 rebate, exclude tax. tAlways wear your seat belt. 











Plymouth Neon Expresso $13,370~ (Nicely equipped.) And that’s | 
a great price for a car chock-full of rich, ground-roasting flavor that'll really wake 
you up. Plus cab-forward design, sporty wheel covers, a rear deck spoiler, fog lamps, 
automatic, dual air bagst and even a power bulge that tells you something’s 
percolating under the hood—1i50 peak horses, to be exact! All of which says Neon 
Expresso isn’t your regular coupe of joe. Visit your Plymouth dealer today or give us 


a call at 1-800-PLYMOUTH or surf by on the Internet’s Web at www.plymouthcars.com. 


One clever idea after another. That’s Plymouth. 








The Galapagos Crucible 
I am writing in regard to Bucky McMa- 
hon’s article about the exploitation 
occurring in the Galapagos Islands 
(“Galapagone?” Aug. ?96). While I cer- 
tainly agree that destruction of such a 
unique and treasured natural environ- 
ment is a tragedy, the hypocrisy and 
arrogance that your writer and the rest 
of us from the U.S. and other “devel- 
oped” nations display is equally horren- 
dous. What right do we have to look 
down our noses at the people of 
Ecuador—and other nations for that 
matter—and criticize them for not tak- 
ing care of their marine resources when 
we are having the same difficulties? 
Granted, the richness and diversity 
of the Galapagos are far better known 
than those off the coast of Maine, but as 
your article about the sea urchin fishery 
points out (“Seaview: Urchin Boom Gone 
Bust?” Aug. ’96), we can’t even prevent 
our own citizens from overexploiting our 
natural resources. If the legislature in the 
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state of Maine won’t take action as long 
as large catches are still being landed, 
what makes us think we can convince the 
government and people of Ecuador to act 
differently? As the old saying goes, people 
in glass houses should not throw stones. 
JOHN SENGER 
NEWPORT NEws, VA. 


While reading your August issue I was 
shocked, startled and sickened by the 
“Galapagone?” article. I was aware that 
conditions in the Galapagos Islands were 
not perfect but I, like many other read- 
ers, was totally unaware that conditions 
are as bad as they seem to be. I immedi- 
ately took action by printing up sheets to 
petition with. I was glad to see that you 
gave readers the addresses of places to 
write. If divers take action and gather 
signatures along with me, we might get 
something accomplished. I sincerely 
hope there are others like me who will 
work together to keep the most beautiful 
islands on Earth safe. If there is anyone 
who wishes to join me in fighting these 
atrocities, please contact me at Box 64, 
Bradford Woods, PA 15015. 

MatT COLLINS 


Editor’s note: Thanks for stepping up to 
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Bonaire 





E-mail: 102372.333 





com/bonaire/index.html 






@compuserve.com 
Website: http://www. interknowledge 


the plate, Matt. Readers may also join 
RSD’s international mail and fax cam- 
paign to save the Galapagos Islands. See 
“Behind the Lines” in September ’96 for a 
suggested action letter and three key 
addresses. The letter can also be down- 
loaded from our web site (http://www. 
scubadiving.com) or our America Online 
area (keyword: RSD). 


Breathing Easy 
I recently got my certification as an open- 
water diver but my biggest problem was 
consumption of air. I used to feel bad about 
going diving with my friends because I 
always was the one to give the signal that I 
was running out of air. They wouldn’t com- 
plain, but I know that I ruined most of their 
dives by running out of air and having to 
go up. When I first read your article on sav- 
ing air (“Secrets of Saving Air,” July ’96), I 
felt like it was written just for me. I started 
practicing the 16 techniques with my 
buddy. On our next group dive, for the first 
time, I was not the one to give the signal for 
running out of air. 
OSVALDO SANTIAGO 
BAYAMON, PUERTO RICO 


Dive Connecticut! 
I recently picked up my first copy of 
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Bonaire 
LU TCH CARIBBEAN 


Tourism Corporation Bonaire, 10 Rockefeller Plaza, Suite 900, New York, NY, 10020, Phone 212-956-5911, Fax 212-956-5913. © 1996, TCB/Cline Group. 
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Rodale’s Scuba Diving (the Aug. ’96 
issue) in the airport. While I fully intend- 
ed to read it on the plane and leave it 
there for the next bored traveler, I found 
that I couldn’t. RSD gives an almost 
unique balance between product reviews, 
instructional articles, travel advice and 
articles of general interest. 

As my fiancée and I are both rela- 
tively new to the sport, we especially 
appreciated your Weekender section. 
While the reviews of more exotic locales, 
such as Micronesia, are certainly tempt- 
ing, it’s great to learn about local dives 
where we can practice our skills and just 
get wet again. We were wondering if you 
publish an anthology of your Week- 
enders? 

KENT A. SUTHERLAND 
GLASTONBURY, CONN. 


Editor’s note: We like your suggestion for 
publishing an anthology of Weekenders, 
Kent. Look for it soon. In the meantime, 
you can access a number of past Week- 
enders at our web site: http://www. 
scubadiving.com/ or our America Online 
area (keyword: RSD). 


Sorry, Wrong Number 
Last night I received a phone call from 


we GRAND BAHAMA ISLAND 
sys? Diving and Hotel packages start at $168"! 


rODAY! Get a FREE Dive Certific 


- 
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an individual claiming to be an employ- 
ee of your magazine and informing me 
of the chance to extend my subscription 
to another scuba magazine. I informed 
him that I did not subscribe to that mag- 
azine, but that I did subscribe to RSD. 
He then asked if I wanted to extend my 
subscription to RSD. I said no, not at 
this time, and especially not over the 
phone. Approximately one hour later I 
received another call from someone 
who wanted to confirm that I did 
indeed wish to extend my RSD sub- 
scription as I had indicated during the 
previous conversation. I again clearly 
stated no thanks. 

I enjoy reading RSD and want to keep 
it coming. But I do not care to endure late 
night phone calls trying to hustle extended 
subscriptions from me. Please desist. 

CHRIS LAFFERTY 
LEXINGTON, Ky. 


Editor’s note: This is an example of 
unscrupulous business practices by a 
subscription sales agent not authorized 
by RSD. If you receive a similar call, 
please note the company’s name and 
agent’s phone number, then contact us 
directly. The only way we can stop this 
from occasionally happening is by 
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CIRCLE NO. 16 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


ate 


nailing these suckers. 


Corrections 

We incorrectly reported that Bruce Mate 
was a professor at the University of Ore- 
gon and scientist with the Whale Conser- 
vation Institute in Wes Skiles’ story on his 
encounter with sperm whales and pseu- 
dorcas (“Grand Illusion,” June ’96). Dr. 
Mate is a professor at Oregon State Uni- 
versity and was a visiting scientist 
onboard the Whale Conservation Insti- 
tute’s vessel Odyssey. 

We also incorrectly reported two 
accommodations and diving packages in 
our Travel Desk story “The Quick and 
the Cheap” (Aug. ’96). The correct price 
for seven nights at the Hotel Barracuda 
in Cozumel, five 2-tank dives and four 1- 
tank dives is $382, plus airfare. The cor- 
rect number of nights included in the 
$399 package at Club Cozumel Caribe is 
three nights. 

In the September issue, we over- 
looked Landfall Productions Dive and 
Adventure Travel (800-525-3833, 510- 
794-1599), the U.S. booking office for 
the live-aboard Lammer Law. A 10- 
night package to the Galapagos starts at 
$2,900. 

RSD regrets the errors. ® 
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A Marine Pari 








Siiy of Paradise 


he announcement left 
everyone stunned. In the 
middle of.a bruising fight 
over the cruise ship pier at 
Paradise Reef (see “Seaview: 
Protesting for Paradise,” 
RSD, May ’96), the Mexican 
federal government created a 
new marine park to protect 
the island’s major diving reefs. 

The National Institute 
for Ecology (NIE) created the 
park in July, replacing the 
unenforced Marine Refuge 
Zone that did little to protect 
dive sites in the first place. 
The government also hired a 
respected biologist as park 
director and appointed a local 
board of trustees to oversee 
operations. The new park’s 
boundaries, which conve- 
niently leave out Paradise 
Reef, start just south of the 
pier and wrap around the 
southern tip of the island. 

Bill Horn, a dive shop 
owner and outspoken pier 
opponent, said he was sur- 
prised by the announcement 
and had no insight into the 
government’s motives. 

“Guilt?” he speculated. 

Environmental groups 
have hammered the NIE for 
allowing a new cruise ship 
pier to be built over Paradise 
Reef, a productive shallow 
reef and popular dive site. 
Their complaint to the 





» CLIVE CUSSLER, PG.12 © FORBIDDEN VIDEO, PG.13 ~ WORLD'S UGLIEST FISH, PG.14 


NAFTA-created Commis- 
sion for Environmental 
Cooperation (CEC) 
claims Mexico violated 
its own environmental 
laws when it 
approved construc- 
tion. The com- 
plaint is the first 
in history to be 
accepted by the 
commission, 
despite argu- 
ments by Mex- 
ico that the 
permit was 
valid and that 
the CEC had no 
jurisdiction in the 
matter. In August, 
however, Julia 
Carabrias, Mexico’s 
environmental minister 
and head of the NIE when the 
pier was approved, joined her 
U.S. and Canadian counter- 
parts in a 3-0 vote to have 
CEC staffers prepare a report 
on the issue—a move that 
could lead to international 
criticism of the Mexican gov- 
ernment. 

“If I give the government 
the benefit of the doubt, I 
would say that all the ruckus 
opened their eyes to the value 
of the reefs of Cozumel and 
the desire of people to protect 
it,” says Alex Stone, president 
of Miami-based Reefkeeper 
















Interna- 
tional. The conservation 
group is offering suggestions 
on park management, train- 
ing volunteers and conduct- 
ing reef surveys in Cozumel 
so officials have data to use in 
managing the park. 

Guilt, an awakening 
environmental conscious- 
ness, or maybe just a public 
relations ploy to blunt 
future criticism—whatever 
the reason, Cozumel dive 
operators are focused on 
establishing the marine park 
as a viable, locally con- 


trolled entity, in part 
through a trust fund estab- 
lished by the Association 
of Aquatic and Tourism 
Operators and the 
Natural Resources 
Protection Commit- 
tee to fund park 
activities. 

But until a 
management 
plan is finalized, 
worries about 

access to reefs, 
additional fees 
and what pro- 
tection the park 
will ultimately 
offer have some 
island residents 
wary. “It could be 
good, it could be 
bad,” says dive shop 
owner Juan Leca, a 
native of the island. “We 
don’t know yet.” 


CEC staffers are in the pro- 
cess of preparing a “factual 
record” of the pier case and 
their report should go to the 
three environmental ministers 
sometime this winter. Upon 
receiving the report, the three 
ministers can convene a spe- 
cial meeting or take up the 
matter at their June 1997 
meeting. 

For more information on 
the CEC and the Paradise 
Reef complaint (Submission 
ID: SEM-96-001), see the 
CEC’s home page on the 
World Wide Web at: 
http://www.cec.org. 
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The Wrong Place 


ith a population 
of about 300, the 
| North Atlantic 
right whale is the 
world’s most endan- 
gered whale species. 
Despite a hunting ban 
enacted in 1935, their 
numbers have contin- 
ued to decrease, and the 
discovery of six dead 
animals within a two- 
and-a-half-month peri- 
od early this year— 
more than triple the annual 
mortality rate—has raised 
new questions about the sur- 
vival of the species. 

“IT consider the right 
whale situation one of the 
greatest crises in wildlife con- 
servation,” says Dr. Charles 
“Stormy” Mayo, a senior sci- 
entist at the Center for 
Coastal Studies in Province- 
town, Mass., a private whale 
rescue organization. “Behind 
these numbers may lurk an 
unknown 200 percent or 
more deaths. Due to the pre- 
dominantly westerly winds 
carrying bodies away from 
shore, we’re not seeing all the 
animals that are dying.” 

Slow-moving plankton 
feeders, right whales spend 
most of their time at or near 
the surface, making them vul- 
nerable to ship strikes as they 
migrate through busy East 
Coast shipping lanes. The 
whales migrate north to the 
Bay of Fundy each summer 
and then move back to Cape 
Cod in the fall and winter. 
Pregnant females make the 
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Atlantic Ocean 


> locations of dead whales 


hazardous trek south to 
warmer coastal waters off 
Georgia and north Florida to 
give birth in an area designated 
as a right whale critical habitat. 

It was there that five of 
the dead whales—three calves 


and two adults—were found 
in January and February. At 
the time, the U.S. Navy was 
conducting war games in the 
area, raising the possibility 
that exploding ordnance or 
collisions with naval vessels 
caused some of the deaths. 
Autopsies of the deteriorated 
carcasses were inconclusive. 
To avert collisions, the 
National Marine Fisheries 
Service plans to improve its 
right whale monitoring to 
locate whale pods with better 
precision, and then communi- 
cate those locations to com- 
mercial and military vessels. 
Just as important to pro- 
tecting the species is the need to 
understand how declining 
coastal ecosystems affect the fal- 
tering right whale population. 
“We’ve seen a drop in repro- 
ductive activity over the last few 
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years,” says Dr. Scott Kraus, of 
the New England Aquarium. 
“Whether this is due to the 
cumulative effect of man-made 
toxins, reduction in available 
food sources or a reduced gene 
pool, we don’t know. But I feel 
we've got only about five to 10 
years to find answers.” 
—LANCE LEONHARDT 


For more information on right 
whales, contact the Center for 
Coastal Studies in Province- 
town, Mass., at (508) 487- 
3622 and the North American 
Right Whale Program at the 
New England Aquarium in 
Boston at (617) 973-6582. 
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ed the National Underwater 
Marine Agency (NUMA) 20 years 
ago. The nonprofit foundation 
has been responsible for discov- 
ering 60 historic shipwrecks, 

documenting them and turning 

them over to the states where 

they were found. 

After finishing his recent 
best-seller Shockwave, Cussler 
sat down to write his first nonfic- 
tion book, The Sea Hunters: True 
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turer Clive Cussler on AmerF 


will answer your questions 


word: RSD. 


; .L. Hunley (see 
“Seaview: Novelist Finds Confed- 
erate Sub,” RSD, Aug. ’95). Each 
chapter begins with a creative 
dramatization of the history of 
the ship and its demise, then shifts 





Live Chat 





RSD offers you the chance to 
chat live with author/adven- 


ca Online. The best-selling 
author of Raise the Titanic, 
Inca Gold and Shockwave 


in an exclusive AOL chat 
Nov. 14 at 10 p.m. EST. Just 
log on to AOL and go to key- 
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to the Hunley, would be fun to find _ 


or maybe the Invincible, a Texas 
warship sunk off Galveston in 
1863 in the Texas War of Inde- 
pendence against Mexico,” says 
Cussler. But the find of the centu- 
ry for Cussler would be John Paul 
Jones’ flagship, the Bonhomme 
Richard, the target of NUMA’s 
first search in 1978 that has yet to 
be found. —ELLSWORTH BoyD 









sssst!!! Hey, diver. Wanna 
buy the video the U.S. 
Government didn’t want 
you to see? 

No, not the alien autop- 
sy. We’re talking about The 
Fragile Ring of Life. It’s a 
54-minute documentary on 
the health of the world’s 
reefs. Until now, you 
couldn’t get it in the United 
States, but the folks at 
Oceanwatch will sell you 
one, no questions asked. 

Truth be told, there’s 
nothing scandalous or sedi- 
tious about Fragile Ring. 
Filmed in 1994 by noted 
underwater cinematographer 
Nick Caloyianis, the film 
examines reefs through the 
lives of people who depend on 





marine biology 


Royal Shrimp 


ing crab and queen trig- 
gerfish are just fancy 
names. If you want real 
underwater royalty, look to 
the snapping shrimp of Belize, 
where a queen shrimp rules 
the nest with hundreds of 
workers serving her. 

Like ants and honeybees, 
the tiny orange shrimp have 
evolved a highly defined social 
system that biologists call 
“eusociality’—the most com- 
plex form of social organiza- 
tion among animals. Based on 
the findings of J. Emmett 
Duffy, a marine biologist with 
the College of William and 
Mary’s School of Marine Sci- 
ence, Synalpheus regalis are 





reef, laws 
antl vitleotane 


them for survival— 
from Sri Lanka to the 
Florida Keys. Because 
it was made with U.S. 
Information Agency 
funding, the video 
was banned from 
domestic distribution 
under a 1948 law 
designed to thwart 
internal political propaganda. 
Oceanwatch, a Vir- 
ginia-based conservation 
group, began lobbying 
Congress in 1995 to exempt 
the video (“There’s nothing 
very political about coral 
reefs,” points out Ocean- 
watch President Cliff 
McCreedy), which was pro- 
duced as the U.S. contribu- 
tion to the International 


the first marine 
animal and the 
first crustacean 
to make the list 
of eusocial animals. 

While Duffy’s findings 
are a breakthrough, scien- 
tists expect to find simi- 
lar behavior in other 
forms of marine life. 
“Most coral reefs are 
probably brimming over 
with undescribed species, and 
even for the ones that have 
been named, we often know 
next to nothing about how 
they live,” Duffy said. “It 
wouldn’t be terribly surprising 
to find eusociality in some of 
them.” 

Snapping shrimp are less 
than a half-inch long and 
spend their lives inside enor- 
mous sponges. Duffy studied 





Coral Reef Initiative. 


This summer, Congress 
passed the exemption and it 
was signed into law. To cele- 
brate, Oceanwatch is arrang- 
ing release parties and selling 
copies of the video. “It’s pos- 
sibly the most enlightening 
program ever made on coral 
reefs,” says McCreedy. “The 
video is already being dis- 
seminated everywhere except 


the colonies off Carrie Bow 
Caye, Belize, where sponges 
can house 300 or more shrimp. 
Several generations are there at 
any given time, including the 
queen—who does all the repro- 
ducing—her young, and work- 
ers of different ages. 

The shrimp exhibit coop- 
erative care of the young and 
work in teams to perform 
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in the United States. It’s iron- 
ic that it took an act of 
Congress for Americans to 
see this powerful documen- 
tary.” 


For more information on The 
Fragile Ring of Life, write to: 
Oceanwatch, P.O. Box 1618, 
Vienna, VA 22183-1618. 
Phone: (703) 827-2591. E- 
mail: Oceanwatch@aol.com. 






tasks. The biggest 
challenge the shrimp 
face is protecting their 
home against invaders 
(and macro photogra- 
phers) in an area 
where nearly 
all the 
sponges are 
occupied. 
The work- 
ers, male and 
febmale defend their home 
sponge fiercely, taking on 
their opponents with their 
oversized front claws. Dur- 
ing the fight, the older 
workers appear protective 
of juveniles, and after some 
battles, worker shrimp team 
up to carry away the dead. 
Duffy’s research was 
reported in the journal 
Nature. —KAREN SCHWARTZ 
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BULLETINS 





Sept. 5-Dec. 15 > STINGRAY 
PHOTO ROUNDUP, sponsored by Sea 
& Sea and Parrots Landing on Grand 
Cayman. Divers using Sea & Sea 
cameras and diving with Parrots 
Landing compete to produce the 
best photos of the famous Stingray 
City dive site. Two winners will 
receive a Cayman vacation and Sea & 
Sea photo gear. For more informa- 
tion, call (800) 448-0428. 

Nov. 8-10 » NATIONAL Associa- 
TION FOR CAVE DIVING workshops at 
Santa Fe Community College in 
Gainesville, Fla. Workshops will fea- 
ture speakers from cave diving expe- 
ditions in Florida, Mexico and Japan. 
For more information, call Lloyd Bai- 
ley at (352) 332-0738. 

Nov. 9-16 > Project Dive SAFETY 
SEMINAR on the live-aboard Nekton 
Pilot, sponsored by Divers Alert Net- 
work. DAN will be monitoring diver 
profiles and conducting Doppler 
microbubble tests during a week- 
long cruise through the southern 
Bahamas. For more information, 
contact Nekton Diving Cruises at 
(800) 899-6753 or DAN Research at 
(919) 684-2948, ext. 260. 

Niov. 13-17 > NATIONAL AssociA- 
TION OF BLACK ScuBA Divers annual 
summit, will be held at the Princess 
Beach Hotel and Casino in Curacao. 
For information and registration, call 
(800) 626-3319. 

Nov. 15-17 SHARING 
INNERSPACE, the 1996 YMCA Nation- 
al Scuba Convention, will be held in 
Huntsville, Ala., in conjunction with 
the U.S. Space and Rocket Center 
Space Camp. Guest speakers, includ- 
ing astronaut/aquanaut Scott Car- 
penter, will discuss the role of 
scuba diving in astronaut training. 
For more information, call Dolphin 
Aquatics at (205) 859-3483. Con- 
vention forms and information are 
also available on the web: 
www. hsv.tis.net/~dai/ymcaconv.htm. 
Dec. 31 > INTERNATIONAL POSTER 
CONTEST FOR YOUTH deadline. 
Schoolchildren from kindergarten to 
high school are invited to submit 
posters on the theme ‘“‘Save the Reef.” 
For more information, call John Fine 
at (718) 375-3997. For contest rules, 
send an SASE to: Intl. Poster Contest 
for Youth, Suite 2C, 117 Beekman St., 
New York, NY 10038. 

Dec. 31 » BENEATH THE SEA 
PHOTO AND VIDEO CONTEST entry 
deadline. Divers compete for the 
David Doubilet Award for Photo 
Excellence and the Stan Waterman 
Award for Video Excellence. Prizes 
include one-week Aggressor Fleet 
live-aboard vacations to the Bay 
Islands and Galapagos Islands. For 
rules and entry forms, send an SASE 
to: BTS Photo Contest, 70 Washing- 
ton Bivd., Mt. Vernon, NY 10550. 


If there’s an event you would like 
included in Bulletins, send all relevant 
information at least three months in 
advance to: Bulletins, Rodale’s Scuba 
Diving, 6600 Abercorn St., Suite 208, 
Savannah, GA 31405. Or e-mail us at 
RSDmgzn@aol.com. 
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Would you eat this fish? 

“The goosefish is the 
ugliest fish in the ocean. It got 
its name by sneaking up on 
geese and other waterfowl and 
gobbling them up with its big 
mouth,” says veteran diver 
Joe Dorsey. “They have horns, 
spike-like spines and razor- 
sharp teeth. A diver who 
spears one will never spear 
another. It’s like grabbing a 
tiger by the tail. The goosefish 
is a diver’s nightmare.” 

But a diner’s delight. 
Despite its gruesome appear- 
ance, millions of people in the 
Northeast are munching on 
its tasty tail meat, while 
Asians are devouring its liver. 

Once despised as a trash 
fish, the goosefish—aka monk- 
fish, anglerfish or all-mouth— 
is now a hot commodity. Livers 
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ike most of the Bahama islands, Harbour Island has its 

| share of friendly stray canines known as potcakes. But thanks to 
some diving do-gooders, the dogs here and on neighboring 
Eleuthera Island are getting a helping hand. a 
Rose Liva, owner of Valentine’s Dive Center, is one of seve - | 

al Americans spearheading an effort to curb the explosion in 
homeless dogs (and cats) on the islands. Local Bahamians have lit- 
tle money to spend on “fixing” their pets or caring for unplanne d 
puppies and kittens. Unwanted animals are left to forage on thei r 


own. 


“They’re mostly muttskies that people feed their table 
scraps and hunks of lard to,” Liva explains. The lard takes on the 
shape of the cooking pot, hence the name ‘“‘potcakes.” 

Veterinarian Dominick Munafo of Rhode Island, a part-ti 
Harbour Island resident, donates his surgical skills and supplie: 
when on the island and Liva’s team of volunteers donate their 
labor. ““We hit the roads in golf carts, nets in hand and carrie s 
and cages in the back, and catch everything that moves,” Liva 
explains. Animals are spayed or neutered and given veterina y 


care. 


adopted Harbour Island potcakes. 


For more information on pet adoptions, call Valentine’s — 


Dive Center at (809) 333-2309. 


Dwindling Goosefish ~~ 


The volunteers also arrange for visiting tourists to 
adopt homeless dogs. In most cases, says Liva, they can 
deliver an animal to the U.S. with all the necessary paper- 
work and shots free of charge. Already, guests from as far — 
away as Atlanta, Washington, D.C., and Colorado have 3 
—Davis D. JANOWSKI 


can grow more 
than a foot long 
and sell for $9 a 
pound. The fat 
organs are 
stripped out, care- 
fully packed into 
small plastic con- 
tainers, then air- 
freighted to the 
Orient. The 
delectable tail meat—described 
as a cross between lobster, 
snow crab and Alaskan king 
crab—is marketed domestical- 
ly in seafood outlets and 
restaurants. 

With that kind of demand, 
the voracious predator has 
become voraciously preyed 
upon, prompting regulators to 
draft new monkfish regulations 
that should go into effect in 
early 1997. “The species is 


threatened,” says Terry Frady 
of the National Marine Fish- 
eries Service. “To make matters 
worse, there’s a new market 
class called ‘pee wee tails.’” 
“The explosion has to be 
controlled,” agrees fisherman 
Kevin Wark of Barnegat 
Light, N.J. “The monkfish 
fishery has rapidly expanded 
and faces depletion unless 
something is done soon.” 
—ELLSWORTH BOYD 
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“EDI: A SMALL IDEA! 


4 
Big in features and safety, small 
in size and price, EDI is the latest 
addition to SCUBAPRO’s high quality 
line of dive computers. New for 
1996, EDI stands for Essential 
Diver’s Information and that’s exactly 
what it provides. 
Packaged in its 
own sleek, compact 
console, the EDI 
takes the place of a 
submersible pressure 
gauge, computer, depth gauge and 
dive watch. 
EDI is the first really compact 
SCUBAPRO console to deliver so 
much information at such an 
affordable price. And you can replace 
your own batteries in the EDI, so 
there’s no down time waiting for a 
service center to do it. It uses pager 
batteries, obtainable 
virtually anywhere. 
They’re also disposable 
without harming the 
environment. 
7 Manufacturer’s suggested 
SCUBAPRO iil retail price $449. 


Dive 
TIME 


mnie The EDI is pictured with the High 
Pressure Quick Disconnect accessory. 
This unique device allows you to safely 
and quickly disconnect your valuable 
instruments from the first stage for 
storage and dive planning. 


Essential 
Divers 
Information 


Send 


Call 1-800-GO-SCUBA for more information and 
the name of the SCUBAPRO dealer near you. 


Internet: http: //www.jwa.com 
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SWEEPSTAKES! 


The publisher of Rodale’s SCUBA DIVING is giving away more than $500,000.00 in cash and fabu- 
lous prizes to some lucky readers ... and one of them could be you! 
That's right! We're giving our valued readers a chance to win fantastic prizes and, 


at the same time, give a holiday gitt of Rodale’s SCUBA DIVING 
to a friend or relative. 


Just fill out and mail in one of the attached Grand Prize Entry Certificates. 


You may be the lucky winner of the $250,000.00 cash 
annuity or some other territic prize! No purchage is necessary to win. 














Find the five stars on one of the attached Entry Certificates and draw a circle 
around the middle one. That's all there is to it! And think of all the wonderful 
things you could do with all that money! 


Pm: 


Mail your $250,000.00 

Grand Prize Ent 
Certificate right away... 
Were youl automatically be eligible for additional prizes! 
ime E, : 16-day vacation get-away to Australia and New Zealand—with all expenses paid. 
[66 avacation of a lifetime 

*& JEEP® GRAND CHEROKEE LTD. PLUS $21,000.00 CASH! 
_ *& State-of-the-art JVC audio/video system—valued at $5,000.00. 
~ -® AND MORE! Over 4,500 prizes in alt—-GUARANTEED to be given away! 
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If Entry Certificate cards are missing, send your sweepstakes entry and/or gift subscription instructions to Rodale’s SCUBA 
DIVING, P.O. Box 7578, Red Oak, |A 51591-0578. New gift subscriptions are only $13.97 in the U.S., CDN $19.97 
(including 7% GST) in Canada. See attached card for sweepstakes rules. Void where prohibited. 


UB33477 Jeep@ is the Registered Trademark of the Chrysler Corporation. 
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GREG KENT 


Weekender 
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When it’s back-to-school time, Midwestern 
divers head for Pearl Lake’s 35-acre campus. 


f you’re a diver in the Midwest, 
chances are good that you’ve been 
to Pearl Lake. Maybe you fell in 
love with scuba here during your open water 
class, or earned a specialty certification in the 
lake. Or maybe you just went for a summer 
afternoon dip beneath the emerald-green 
water and were dazzled by the complexity of 
the freshwater environment. 

This 35-acre lake near 
the Wisconsin-Illinois bor- Wy 
der has been a recreational “oe 
resort for more than 30 
years, and its convenient 
location to major cities in 
both states—60 miles 
from Chicago and Mil- 
waukee, 40 miles from 
Madison, Wis., and 15 
miles from Rockford, Ill.— 
makes it one of the Midwest’s 
most popular training sites. As 
many as 75 dive stores and clubs throughout 
the region use the lake to teach diving, and an 
untold number of divers have earned their C- 
cards here, from open water all the way up to 
instructor. 

A former sand and gravel quarry, Pearl 
Lake gradually slopes to a maximum depth 
of 85 feet. New divers ease comfortably 
through the transition from pool sessions to 
open water by following the slope down to 
training platforms at 20 to 30 feet. 

Certified divers are free to explore the 
lake’s man-made attractions, most found at 
40 feet. There is a Diamond Reef buoyancy 
course, as well as cabin cruisers, a twin- 
engine airplane, a school bus, a 35-foot 
miniature submarine (yellow, of course) and 
the lake’s newest attraction—a 40-foot Great 
Lakes trawler that’s open for penetration. 
Each site is marked by a surface buoy and can 
be reached from shore. 

These man-made objects are coated with 
a thin layer of algae and usually swarmed by 
fish. Hidden inside wrecks are largemouth 
and smallmouth bass—while bottom-feeding 









white suckers probe the sandy bottom. Underwater photographers seek out the 
lake’s walleye, perch and bluegill, and may even find themselves face-to-face with a 
30-pound catfish. 

Often overlooked are weed beds in nearshore shallows. It is here in 15 feet of 
water that cautious divers will discover a vibrant nursery of juvenile fish, crayfish 
and aquatic insects. Turtles, snails and three types of freshwater clams can also be 
found in these shallow zones where predatory walleye cruise for dinner. A half 
hour of quiet observation on one of these weed patches can yield a lifetime of 

knowledge and appreciation for the diversity of freshwater ecosystems. 
Capitalizing on these attractions, Pearl Lake Resort has expanded 
the lake’s training role with a series of specialty courses. Underwater 
naturalist, under- 
water photogra- 
phy and archaeo- 
logical research 
diving workshops 
are taught each 
summer by region- 
al experts, including 
Keith Pamper of the 
Shedd Aquarium and 
David Cooper, Wisconsin 
state underwater archaeologist. © 




















Pear! Lake is located just south of the Wis- 
consin state line in South Beloit, Ill., off 
Hwy. 251. The lake is open from early April 
through late October from 8 a.m. to dusk. 
The resort features swimming beaches 
with changing facilities, campgrounds, a 
dive center and full-service restaurant. 
Admission to Pearl Lake is $10 per day for 
divers ($5 for nondivers). Camping fees are 
extra. Motel lodging is available in South 
Beloit and in nearby Beloit, Wis. Power 
boating is not allowed on Pearl Lake. 
Visibility ranges from 15 to 40 feet and 
summer water temperatures average 75F 
on the surface and 60F at depth. Pearl Lake 
Resort (815-389-1479) offers air fills and 
rental gear, and can arrange night diving. 


d Reef 


Steve Harrington is the author of 
Diver’s Guide to Wisconsin. 


EARN AN UNDERWATER PHOTO SPECIALTY AT 
THE MIDWEST’S FAVORITE TRAINING SITE. 
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jo aS Jean-Michel Cousteau’s 


kK of - 
Petco Out Islands Snorkeling Adventures 


Jean Michel-Cousteau invites you and your family to share in a unique 
undersea exploration; the Bahama Out Islands Snorkeling Adventures. 
Colorful coral reefs. Your own set of Jean-Michel Cousteau Limited Edition S a 


BAHAMA 


snorkeling gear by U.S. DIVERS. Enjoy snorkeling excursions 
guided by professionally trained instructors. For information American say 


call the Bahama Out Islands Promotion Board at ‘AmericanAirlines 1-800-OUT-ISLAND 


800-688-4752 or 954-359-8099. Serves the Out Islands (1-800-688-4752) 
ep Water Cay * Harbour Island * Long Island * San Salvador 
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ENTER THE FIRST ANNUAL 





Fe Grand Prize: Fabulous Out Islands Vacation for 2 
Fe Second Prize: Ikelite Underwater Strobe 
Bros Third Prize: Ikelite Aquashot II Camera Kit 

had @ Runners Up: Bags of Snorkeling Gear from U.S. Divers 


ce” 
oe HOW TO. ENTER: 
Ae Help us celebrate the sport fou must sumit prints or slides. All entries must be 


“Of snorkeling—send.us your labeled with your full name, address, telephone 
eaphotosgrapnhs. that. capture the : Mes ® _ Number, location vhere the photo was taken, the 
we SC Case of a Bae we Se equinoment. and. film used to take the photo. 
4 a ne will Ss blished | 6 SEND YOUR ENTRIES TO: 
eae pigeon —  - om * ei al Snorkeling Photo CoMest 
im the June 1997 issue of Macasi- & f Pm Soil eS 08 Rodale’s Scuba Diving 
Rodalé’s Scuba Diving anc! wl: : ~ hig TS tin -* Mi 6600 Abercorn Strect, Suite 208 


Fitness Swimimer.magazines. Savannah, GA 31405 
, DEADLINE FORK ENTRY: 


tres mist 3e contmarkedioy March’3, 1997, 
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Sponsors include American Airlines/American Eagle, the Bahamas Ministry of Tourism, U.S. Divers, and 
the resorts of the Bahamas Out Islands. Round trip air travel for two persons on American 
Arlines/Amencan Eagle from anywhere in the continental United States, accommodations, and sror- 
keling excursions are included. The decision of the judges is final. The prize must be used in 1997; 
some blackout dates may apply. Employees of the Bahamas Out Islands Promotion Board, the Bahamas. 
Ministry of Toursm, U.S. Divers, American Airines/Amenican Eagle, Bahamas Out island resorts and their 
families are not eligible. The odds of winning depend on the number of entnes received. The certes 


iS Sud io all fecieral, state, local, and provincial laws and regulations and is void where prohibited, 
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Freeport, Texas 


Rising from the flames of a deadly accident, 
the Freeport Liberty Ship Reef Complex celebrates new life. 





he Freeport Liberty Ship Reef 
Complex is a story of tragedy 
and trash turned into treasure. 
This wide-ranging collection of shipwrecks 
and man-made reefs provides a sheltered 
habitat for fish and marine life in an area of 
the Gulf of Mexico that naturally affords no 
protection at all. 

Where once there was te 
only barren sand, the park’s “Waggie $ 











an 18-foot-high underwater pyramid that’s now covered with a living mat of algae, 
barnacles, soft corals and encrusting sponges. The pyramid provides a hideaway 
for more than 50 species of fish that include Atlantic spadefish, cobia, gray trigger- 
fish and amberjyack. 

A jungle gym of recycled welded pipe and cable slings, donated by Conoco 
and Galveston County, lies just southeast of the Fogg’s bow. The 40-foot-high 
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structure is designed as a “predator 
cage”—not to protect 
humans, but as a haven 


for fish. 












Because of warmer water temps, July, 


attractions are now encased A 441-foot-long August and September are the best 
by a living skin of soft decommissioned months for diving the Freeport Liberty 
corals. Among the twisted World War II supply Ship Reef Complex, though the best vis 


refuse of industry and dis- 
aster, schools of grunts 
seek shelter while predato- 
ry amberjack seek prey. 
It’s an active oasis of marine 
life that began with a deadly 
accident. 

The tanker V.A. Fogg left 
Freeport, Texas, bound for Galveston on Feb. 
5, 1972. Some 36 miles offshore, vapors in 
the ship’s empty benzene tanks ignited and 
the explosion sent a mushroom cloud billow- 
ing two miles into the sky. The bow of the 
ship ripped open and the Fogg sailed to the 
100-foot bottom in less than five minutes. All 
39 crewmen died. 

It didn’t take long for encrusting sponges, 
hydroids and urchins to overrun the vessel or 
for schools of crimson bigeye and silvery grunts 
to take refuge in the wreckage. 

In the decades that followed, Texans 
added two liberty ships, several decommis- 
sioned oil rigs, a welded pipe structure and a 
coal ash pyramid to form a 160-acre park 
on the sandy bottom. While the Fogg 
remains the focal point of the reef park, the 
newer man-made entries are notable for 
their creativity. 

In the summer of 1993, Houston Light 
and Power deployed its unique pyramid reef 
adjacent to the Fogg. The ash from coal-fired 
power plants was mixed with concrete and 
packed into dense, four-foot blocks. More 
than 300 of these blocks were used to build 










ship, the William F. 
Allen, was deliber- 
ately sunk within 
swimming distance 
north of the V.A. 
Fogg’s bow section. For 
safety, the superstructure 
and all hatch covers were 
removed before sinking. Star Reef is 
part of the second section of the artifi- 
cial reef complex. It lies 1,000 feet 
north of the Fogg. This “iron reef” 
consists of six recycled oil and gas plat- 
forms configured on 
the bottom in the 
shape of a star. A 
second liberty ship, 
the B.F. Shaw, lies 
250 feet north of 
Star Reef. Some 
divers believe the 
identities of the 
Allen and Shaw 
have been reversed 
and that the Shaw 
actually is the one 
lying next to the 
Fogg. © 
















Jesse Cancelmo is a 
freelance underwa- 
ter photographer 
who lives in Hous- 
ton, Texas. 


FOGG, PART OF THE 


FReEeport LiBerty SHIP 
Reer COMPLEX. 


MIDWEs 


occurs in October. The surface water 
temperature reaches the low to mid- 
80Fs and the variable visibility can be as 
good as 60 feet. Average vis, however, is 
more like 25 feet or less. Expect a ther- 
mocline at depth and a layer of muddy 
water close to the bottom. Currents can 
change quickly, making the site better 
suited to intermediate and advanced 
divers. 

Because of unpredictable condi- 
tions, some operators schedule Fogg 
trips with a contingency plan to dive 
either Stetson Bank or an offshore rig. 
Information and dive charters from 
Freeport are available from Ultra Dive 
(713-469-2846), Aquaventure Char- 
ters (713-489-0797) and Reel Adven- 
tures (409-744-5464). 
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Gonntexeenvawinensconins 
sometime. 


Remember all the excitement of diving? Consider this your invitation to rediscover it. 
Come this spring, we have spectacular plans to make diving more exciting than ever. To clue yourself in, stop by 
your nearest dive store. Or visit our website at http://www.dema.com or call 1-800-TM2-DIVE. 
Then you can tell your dive buddies (and non-diving friends) you heard it straight 
from the Goby’ mouth. 
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n Mike Nelson’s day, a dive watch was important 
equipment. Before air pressure gauges, the rotating 
bezel on the big dial gave him an idea of how much 
air he had left, and helped him keep track of bottom 
time so he could work the dive tables. When he was 
a little narced, it helped him time decompression stops. 
Just as important back then, when almost all scuba 
divers were men, a massive dive watch told the topside 
world, “I’m a manly scuba diver who spends most of his SEIKO 
day battling monsters of the deep and stuff, but ’'m taking | Sv ESueA 
time out just to be with you.” 
Automatic bottom timers, followed by dive comput- AVE.DEPTH 
ers, have replaced most of the dive watch’s bread-and-but- 
ter functions. So have dive watches gone the way of the 
horse-collar BC and double-hose regulator? Don’t believe } 
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SURFACE 
LT t DIVE FORLINAE Role} A 


MODE LIGHT 


@ TAG Heuer 6000 Series 


STAINLESS STEEL CASE IN MEN’S AND UNISEX SIZES. 
QUARTZ MOVEMENT HAS LOW-BATTERY INDICA- 
TOR: WHEN THE SECOND HAND JUMPS FOUR SEC- 
ONDS, REPLACE THE BATTERY. OTHER MODELS IN 
THE SERIES HAVE AUTOMATIC MOVEMENTS, GOLD 
CASES. WATER-RESISTANT TO 660 FEET. $1,850. 


® Rolex Oyster Submariner 


THE ONE LUXURY WATCH EVERYONE RECOG- 
NIZES. A TRADITIONAL AUTOMATIC MOVEMENT IN 
A STAINLESS STEEL AND GOLD CASE. “‘OYSTER’”’ 
DESIGN MEANS THE CASE HAS SHOULDERS TO 
PROTECT THE CROWN. WATER-RESISTANT TO 
1,000 FEET. $5,500. 


© Seiko Scubamaster $23287 


DIGITAL MOVEMENT MONITORS TIME AND DEPTHS 
(TO THE SECOND AND FOOT) AND COMPARES TO 
NAVY DIVE TABLES TO GIVE MAXIMUM BOTTOM 
TIME, MINIMUM SURFACE INTERVAL AND “‘DON’T 
FLY’ PERIOD. WITH DECOMPRESSION ALARM AND 
FAST-ASCENT ALARM, DATA STORAGE FOR 30 
DIVES. YES, TELLS TIME AND DATE, TOO. WATER- 
RESISTANT TO 660 FEET. $1,000. 


© Citizen Hyper Aqualand 


A DIVE LOG ON YOUR WRIST: ENTER NAME, DATE, 
DIVE BUDDY, NOTES, ETC. DIGITAL MOVEMENT DIS- 
PLAYS (BESIDES TYPICAL WATCH FUNCTIONS) 
BOTTOM TIME, SURFACE INTERVAL, DEPTH, AIR OR 
WATER TEMPERATURE. LOG INFO FOR DOWN- 
LOADING TO YOUR PC. FAST-ASCENT ALARM. 
WATER-RESISTANT TO 660 FEET. $495 (PC 
INTERFACE KIT EXTRA). 





The best underwater timepieces— 
hands down. BY JOHN FRANCIS 


it for a quartz second. Instead, the traditional analog dive watch has become more 
complicated, more waterproof, more imposing, more expensive—and more desired. 

It’s easy to poke fun, but when you hold one in your hand you begin to sense 
another reason for the old-fashioned dive watch’s appeal: they are beautiful pieces of 
machinery. The delicacy and precision with which their dials are inscribed and their 
cases carved provoke something like wonder. So does the intricate nest of springs 
and cogs spinning on tiny rubies and sapphires that lie behind the complex multiple 
functions of the mechanical movements. Watchmakers have always been the aristo- 
crats among craftsmen, and these timepieces are the pinnacle of watchmaking. 

And, to be fair, there are still important uses for a watch under water. Besides 
providing a redundant timer—something you shouldn’t dive without—a watch also 
allows you to clock your decompression/safety stops and bottom time to the sec- 
ond. You can also use a dive watch, along with a compass, to navigate. (For exam- 
ple, swimming one minute at 270° takes you back to the boat.) 

Some practical information—there are three types of movements: digital, 
quartz and mechanical. The first uses a computer chip. The second uses a highly 
accurate quartz oscillator, which regulates a motor that drives a set of gears. Both 
require a battery. A mechanical movement is a spring-driven set of gears. Expensive 
ones are usually “automatic,” or self-winding. 

Digital movements are the blue-collar workers of the watch world. At a low price, 
they get the job done and more: The computer chips produce more functions than you 
can remember how to use—but can you push the buttons while wearing dive gloves? Is 
this a new reason for a pointy dive knife? 

Those chips also make possible a new kind of dive watch that is halfway to a 
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dive computer. The Seiko 
Scubamaster and Citizen 
Hyper Aqualand are 
examples. With some 
dive computers already 
having watch functions, 
look for the two instru- 
ments to merge into one 
in the near future. 

Although digital and 
quartz movements are 
more accurate and possi- 
bly more reliable, the tra- 
ditional mechanical 
movements are the most 
expensive and most likely 
to achieve collector status. 
They are also repairable, 
while digital chips and 
quartz movements are 
not. (Digital and quartz 
movements can be 
replaced, but in 20 years 
your specific movement 
may no longer be avail- 
able.) A screw-down crown (i.e., the wind- 
ing stem) and a decompression valve make 
the watch more watertight. 

Speaking of that, you’ll notice that no 
watch claims to be waterproof, only 
water-resistant. Sounds suspicious, but 
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watch industry people insist 
this is only because of a 
quirk in the Federal Trade 
Commission’s definition of 
“waterproof,” which 
makes the standard practi- 
cally impossible to meet. All 
manufacturers listed here 
will replace a leaky watch 
within their warranty peri- 
ods, generally one to three 
years. Many companies will 
extend the warranty if you 
return the watch to them 
annually for maintenance. 
Keep in mind that the 
crown and push buttons 
penetrate the case, so 
watertightness depends on 
O-rings, which wear out. 

Watertightness claims 
to 330 feet and more seem 
like overkill for most of us, 
but a big margin of safety is 
-....--1 probably a good idea given 
the price tag on some of these baubles. 

All analog watches shown here have 
screw-down crowns, one-way rotating 
bezels, luminous hands and hour markers 
unless noted otherwise. Prices are suggest- 
ed retail. 
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Gucci Model #9755 


IN MEN’S AND WOMEN’S MODELS, THE GUCCI 
HAS AN ETA Swiss QUARTZ MOVEMENT IN A 
STAINLESS STEEL CASE. WATER-RESISTANT 
TO 330 FEET. $795. 








Bulova Marine Star #98B82 


COBALT BLUE, STAINLESS STEEL CASE WITH 
SCREW-IN BACK, QUARTZ MOVEMENT, WATER- 
RESISTANT TO 330 FEET. FOLD-OVER BUCKLE 
HAS SAFETY LOCK. $350. 


Zodiac Marine Lite 

THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF UDT/SEAL 
APPROVES: IN MEN’S AND WOMEN’S MODELS, 
WITH BLUE, BLACK OR WHITE DIAL, QUARTZ 
MOVEMENT, AND SOLID STAINLESS STEEL CASE. 
WATER-RESISTANT TO 660 FEET, THREE-YEAR 
WARRANTY. $925. 


Fully 
Customizable 
System 


AY Verelevete 
Interchangeable 
Components 


Can be Tailored 
to Any 
Application 


Heaviest, 
Highest Quality 
Construction 


‘eting the needs of ot 





Breitling Colt Superocean 18K 


No pousBT KING NEPTUNE’S CHOICE: AN I8K 
SOLID GOLD CASE IS BUILT ON A RIGID TITANIUM 
FRAME TO MAKE THE BREITLING WATER-RESIS- 


TANT TO 3,300 FEET. WITH AN AUTOMATIC 
MOVEMENT, IN A 100-UNIT LIMITED EDITION. 


$17,500. 


813 782-5568 


Zeagle Systems, Inc. Zephyrhills, FL USA 


Ranger BC 


NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 





_ Sharks. Poaprine: Wrecks. Casinos! 


A winning vacation combination with 
: non-stop excitement day or night! Enjoy 
“| UACKPOT] adventure diving with The Underwater 
Soy STR a Explorer's Society and fabulous nightlife 
at the Lucayan Beach Resort and Casino, 
Grand Bahama's only beachfront casino, 


just steps from UNEXSO. 


BAR San: BAR 
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Sea Sport Neptune 
or (305) 351-9889 (By CHRONOSPORT) 

e JAPANESE-MADE AUTOMATIC MOVEMENT IS VISI- 
BLE THROUGH THE CLEAR MINERAL-CRYSTAL 
BACK. STAINLESS STEEL BRACELET HAS SECURITY 
LOCK. WATER-RESISTANT TO 330 FEET. $129. 


LucayA, GRAND BAHAMA, THE BAHAMAS 


RRRERMOUER 


U N E X S O 
*Prices Effective April 14- Dec 19, 1996. Prices subject to change. 





Swiss Army Lancer 200 
SWISS-MADE (WHAT ELSE?) QUARTZ MOVEMENT 
IN A STAINLESS STEEL CASE. BRACELET EXTENDS 
TO FIT OVER A WETSUIT SLEEVE. WATER-RESIS- 
TANT TO 660 FEET. $350. 


Set sail on Windjammer’s 6 or 13 day 
Caribbean adventures and bring a 
companion for 1/2 fare! 


Call your travel agent or 


1-800-327-2601. 


http://www.windjammer.com 


* Space is limited. Standard cabin. Applies to 
June through mid-December sailings only. 
Must show diver certification upon booking. 





: core —— : Chronosport U.D.T. 
© Windjammer Barefoot C iAliky Ate SPORTED BY STEVEN SEAGAL AND OTHER MOVIE 


P.O. Box 190120, Dept. 66 : Miami Beach, FL 33119-0120 
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STARS. SWISS QUARTZ AND DIGITAL MOVEMENTS 
GIVE TWO DISPLAYS AND SPLIT-SECOND ACCU- 
RACY. ON A NYLON STRAP. WATER-RESISTANT 
TO 660 FEET. $650. 


Freestyle Hammerhead 


THE BASICS: QUARTZ MOVEMENT IN A STAIN- 
LESS STEEL CASE. PUSH BUTTON ILLUMINATES 
FULL DIAL. WATER-RESISTANT TO 660 FEET. 
$100. 








DUAL-DISPLAY DIGITAL MOVEMENT HAS TWO 
ALARMS, STOPWATCH, COUNTDOWN TIMER, 
ETC., IN A SOLID TITANIUM CASE FOR 
LIGHTWEIGHT RIGIDITY. POWERGLO BACK- 
LIGHT, WATER-RESISTANT TO 330 FEET. WITH 
NATURAL RUBBER WRISTBAND. $90. & 
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TROPICAL SOLITUDE, AND 


mAN unique and attractive private island resort combin ing natu ral beauty with 
casual elegance, modern com orts, fine hooc and excellent service. 
Beachside or hillside rooms air-conditioned with phone, cable TI : refrigerator and 
private patio. Dedicated dive operation, full service marina, all watersports, 
tennis and basketball courts. 


Fantasy Island Beach Resort Dive & Marina 
Roatan — Bay Islands - Honduras 


(813) 835-4449 011 (504) 45-1222 


(800) 676-2826 
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DIVI 


FLAMINGO BEACH RESORT 
& CASINO 


invites you to celebrate 


PETER HUGHES DIVE BONAIRE’S 
20TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL! 


, 4 4 NIGHTS eae 
Jom. FROM AS LOW AS 
ae 


320 


PER PERSON, DBL OCC. 
























VALUE ADDED FEATURES 
¢ Unlimited boat dives (as scheduled) 
¢ Unlimited airfills (for shore diving) 
¢ $20.00 per person, per stay, beverage credit 


© $20.00 per room match play at Flamingo Casino 


Price quoted is for a four (4) night stay per person based on double occupancy and is valid from April 8, 1996 through 
December 20, 1996. Price includes air-conditioned accommodations in a Standard room, roundtrip airport/hotel 
transfers, complimentary buoyancy control clinic, the above mentioned VALUE ADDED FEATURES, all taxes and 
service charges on package features. Local Phone: (919) 419-3484 
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Always wear your seat belt. Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Corporation. 
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Nothing is engineered to put more space between you and everyone else on the planet better than a legendary Jeep 4x4. To learn 
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| can’t wait to get back to Earth, 
hop into my Jeep, and 
really get away from it all. 
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more, make initial contact at 1-800-925-JEEP or http://www.jeepunpaved.com THERE’S ONLY ON 








SG Finally, a resort that has it all. . . 


GUANAIJA - BAY ISLANDS - HONDURAS BON AIRE 


Bonaire’s 5 Star Diving Resort 
Brand-new 5-star resort with 224 luxurious suites and villas, 
a complete watersports facility with new dive boats and dive 
shops, 2 restaurants/3 bars, shops, activities desk, mini-mar- 
ket, rental center (with cars, scooters and Boston Whalers), 
ui the best casino on the island and a beautiful beach. 





REEFS » RUINS » RAINFORESTS - 
JUNGLE TRAILS AND MOUNTAIN HIKES 
SNORKELING > DIVING » KAYAKING 
SUNSETS AND MOONLIT BEACHES 

P 


AHHH...ANOTHER DAY AT “AA BRS BONES 
BAYMAN BAY : 





For reservations 





& information call: 





FAX: (305)370-2276 


S— Een 2 oe YK; Fax: 617-821-1568 ¢ Tel: 617-821-1012 Special Group Rates Available 
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You’ve escaped 
to Paradise. 
Now find Heaven 


on St. Croix’s 


WONDERS 


|Papaeve s(t) any E11 

2. East Wall Salt River 
3. Gentle Winds 

4. Jimmy’s Surprise 

5. Northstar 

6. Shark Shanty 

7. West Wall Salt River 


Only Dive Center in Salt River 
National Park and Ecological Preserve. 
5 Minute Boat Ride to Best Sites 


809-778-1522 
1-800-532-DiIVE 


i T2" Beach Res the new ‘and $y nost | lux- } 
I i iT éd “at the 

J waters edge, bungal featuré Spriae ecks, hot 

water and air conditioning. | : 

yur full setvideSth [ 

offers three dives dail 
“ives and unlimited beach 


ve ai Ball, Lindh ‘tours, - 
imming, act or 


i O activities for 


(800) 66- UTILA 


PHONE (318) 893-0013 FAX (318) 893-5024 
LOCAL PHONE/FAX 011(504) 45-3239 
WEB ADDRESS: http://www.acadian.net/~awhite/ 


FAMILY FUN! 


GUIDED NATURE HIKES 
CANOE EXPLORATION 
ROWBOAT FISHING 
BIRDWATCHING 


—Kids Night— 
pga xk *&* *& *& * IDC 
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TOP: CURTIS BOGGS / EARTHWATER STOCK; BOTTOM: RANDY HARWOOD / EARTHWATER STOCK 








From tents to tanks, starfish to 
shooting stars, pioneer spirit 
meets dive computer in this 
guide to the best places to 
toast marshmallows and blow 
bubbles. 


s the driftwood campfire burns down to 
coals, you spread the contents of the day’s 
game bag on the grill, settle down into 
your beach chair, crack a pop-top and 
watch the ocean collect the last light of 
sunset. Today, you dived the rocky point 
to the right; tomorrow, maybe it’ll be the kelp bed just 
inside it. Whatever. With no crowds, no boat sched- 
ules and no divemasters, it’s entirely your choice. 
Although reason tells you that other divers have been 
here before, it’s easy to indulge the fantasy that this 
sweet spot is your discovery. 

For many divers, a sense of adventure is the prima- 
ry appeal of shore diving. It promises escape from the 
packaged, the planned and the predictable, a getaway 
from the crowd, the chance to explore. Combine shore 
diving with a camping trip and you’ve got the tradition- 
al, almost inevitable, family vacation. The kids chase 
squirrels, bounce off boulders, fall out of trees and gen- 
erally drive their parents crazy. But find a supervised 
campground on diveable water, and mom and dad can 
vacation in a different world—for 45 minutes, at least. 

Both faces of the camping/diving trip share an important feature: both are relatively 
cheap. So if your MasterCard balance has almost as many digits as your account number 


and the dive resort brochures are clearly talking to someone else, take heart: there’s still 
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hope for a vacation next year. Forget air- 
line tickets and hotel reservations, pack up 
the family minivan and hark to the call of 
the open road: “Daddy, I have to go to the 
bathroom.” A few destinations: 


The Northeast 


In the upper right-hand corner of the 
United States, and reachable by ferry 
from Eastport, Maine, is Deer Island. On 
the northern edge of the Bay of Fundy, 
Deer Island is famous for its extreme 
tides, which average 28 feet. The con- 
stant wash of cold, nutrient-rich water 
has created a bottom rich in sponges, 
stars, anemones, tunicates and other 
invertebrates, as well as a variety of 
crabs and fish. Scallop season runs Jan- 
uary through April. Best of all, the color- 
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ful show is acces- 
sible from the 
DEER ISLAND POINT 
CAMPGROUND 
(506-747-2423) 
near the ferry 
landing. Nearly 
80 campsites are 
on or near the 
water, but several 
nearest the point 
are favored by 
divers; you can 
gear up at your 
campsite and walk right in. Per night, in 
1996: $13.91 for sites with electricity, 
$11.77 for tent sites. Beware of strong 
currents. The largest tidal whirlpool in 
North America, locally called Old Sow, is 
nearby and has swallowed ships, let alone 
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divers. Study the tide tables and dive at 
slack water only. There are other shore 
dives on Deer Island and several places 
sell air and diving equipment. For nondiv- 
ing family members, the campground 
conducts hiking tours and rents bicycles. 
Two nearby dive shops are DEMPSEY’S 
DivE SuppLy & SERVICE (506-747-0183) 
and SPARKY TOO (506-747-2398). East 
Coast Ferries (506-747-2159) runs a ferry 
between Eastport and Deer Island from 
July until September only, but a govern- 
ment-run ferry out of VEtete runs year- 
round. 

About 250 miles down the coast is 
another island, or near-island, Cape Ann, 
Mass. The island’s granite substrate 
makes an interesting underwater topogra- 
phy, with walls, 
ledges, overhangs 
and drop-offs 
hosting a thick 
population of 
southern kelp 
and invertebrates. 
There are dozens 
of shore dive sites 
around the island, 
so no matter the 


PELICAN 


ah WATERSPORTS 


* PADI International Training Facility 

* Modern dive centers with custom-built boats 
and top quality rental/retail equipment. 

* Night dives, two-tank dives, wreck dives, 


AU UNIQUE DIVING EXPERIENCE! 


» Professional Dive Staff 

» PADI Dive Center located beachside 
Aruba Palm Beach Resort 

» Free Pick-up from Hotels 


CAMPSITES ON CAPE ANN, 
MAss. (TOP), ARE JUST A 
SHORT HOP FROM THE 
AREA’S UNDERWATER 
WALLS AND PHOTOGENIC 
CRITTERS LIKE THE 
ATLANTIC WOLFFISH 
(he ee a en te) ie 
SAN JUAN COUNTY STATE 
PARK (BOTTOM), YOU CAN 
SPEND THE DAY KAYAKING 
ON TOP OF THE WATER OR 
DIVING THE KELP FOREST 
BELOW. 


wind direction, 
some will be on 
the lee side. Seven 
wrecks and an 
offshore pinnacle 
called Paddock 
Rock are reach- 
able by small boat 
or via local char- 
ter. Lobster and 
crab will tempt 


®» Full Watersports Facility 
® Hotel/Dive Packages Available 


On-site info: phone/fax 


In U.S.A. call: (800) 450-2084 
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shore dives and more. 


P.O. Box 1194, Oranjestad, Aruba 
5 Dive Package starts $125 
Hotel/Dive packages available 
at La Cabana, Holiday Inn 
and Wyndham Beach Resorts 


@ 


WYNDHAM ARUBA * 


si 9 YOU GET THINGS HERE THATYOU REACH RESORT: CASINO 
GT DON'T GET ANYWHERE ELSE. 


35 information ca 


011-2978-24739 * Fax 011 “2978- 32655 
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Complete packages from $459 with air out of Miami 


you to fill your 
game bag, but 
check out regulations first. They are com- 
plicated and rigidly enforced. CAPE ANN 
CampsiTE, in Gloucester (508-283-8683), 
has about 250 campsites on the 
Annisquam River. From here, you can 
reach the various dive sites around the 
island in your inflatable or small boat. 
The shore dives are a short drive from 
camp. A beach is a short walk from the 
camp and Rockport, once an old seafar- 
ing port on the north end of the island, is 
now a quaint tourist destination. CAPE 
ANN DIVERS (508-281-8082) operates 
charter boats. It’s located in Gloucester at 
127 Eastern Ave. 


The Northwest 


The last frontier in undeveloped, 
unspoiled diving may be a lot closer than 
New Guinea. With very few dive resorts 





or Tampa, slightly higher out of Newark, 
Baltimore/Washington and most U.S. cities. 
Rates are per person, double occupancy 


and valid now through 12/15/96. 


1-800-677-7888 


For the Best Dive Vacation! 
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ARUBA 


¢ Brand New Custom-Built, Pro 42 Dive Boat 

¢ Daily Two-Tank, One-Tank, Night & Wreck Dives 

e Four Complete Watersport Centers at Aruba’s 
Finest Hotels 

e Hotel Dive Packages Available 


NEW PRICING! 
5 tanks beginning at $125 


Advertised rate is a dive only package. Restrictions apply. Call for details. 
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Close Encounters 
of the Bahamian Kind! 


_ Skin Diver just ve sounter one of the World’s Best Shark Dives! 
_ More than 1 10 0 Bean n Reef, Bull, Hammerhead and Lemon sharks — 
2 swirl before you as t ‘At Walker’s venture to our superb dive sites including 

vern f tes C2 fathedral and mysterious Spanish Cannon Reef, all just 
} at dives, v zeck dives, twilight dives and a thrilling . 


d warm water bouyangyiét 


PITCH YOUR TENT AND 
THEN DIVE INTO A 
DIFFERENT KIND OF 
CANOPY—KELP—AT STATE 
PARKS AND CAMPGROUNDS 
ALONG THE WEsT COAST 
AND ON THE SHORES OF 
CALIFORNIA’S CHANNEL 
ISLANDS. 


in the Pacific Northwest, the best way to 
sample this haunting and challenging div- 
ing short of a live-aboard may be by driv- 
ing and camping. 

Close to shore, the Pacific is deep, 
cold and rich in plankton, supporting a 
remarkable variety of invertebrate life in 
vivid reds, yellows, blues and oranges. 
Moving up the food chain, the reefs and 
kelp forests are crowded with rockfish, 
sculpin, salmon, Pacific octopus, king 
crab, dolphin, sea lions, shark and killer 
whales, all in intense competition for life. 
Heavy surge and extreme tides can make 
for strong currents. We’re not in Florida 
anymore, Toto. 

Washington has built many state and 
county parks on the shores and islands of 
Puget Sound, some with campsites and 
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others with picnic areas convenient for 
suiting up. A good base for exploring the 
area is SAN JUAN COUNTY PARK (360-378- 
2992) on San Juan Island, with campsites 
on the water and a launching ramp. Per 
night: $15. 

Four good dives are possible from 
the campground, all featuring submerged 
rocks and thick kelp harboring purple 
urchins, yellow cup corals, red and white 
anemones, rainbow nudibranchs, yellow 
sponges and red and blue stars. Deadman 
Bay, Eagle Cove and Lime Kiln Point are 
three more dive sites on San Juan Island; 
there are dozens more on the other 
islands of Puget Sound and the coast of 
the Olympic Peninsula. Diving these sites 
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WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT US: seas 
“Top 5 Resort Rating” aS 
“Best dive vacation we ever had” 

“Wonderful, magnificent” 
“Great staff and service” 


“Blessed by Mother Nature” 


WHAT WE SAY: 
Over 50% repeat guests 
Magnificent Spanish villa in tropical paradise 
Excellent service and great cuisine 
4 Custom Dive Boats, Tennis, 


Freshwater Pool,Gym 

Great variety of diving-Walls, 
Pinnacles,Shipwrecks, Volcanic Caves 
Easy diving-5-20 minutes to dive sites 


OSADA pel OL 


1-800-642-3483°407-624-3483 


E-mail: posadadel@aol.com 





safely depends on the tides, however. A 
dive shop with local information is EMER- 1201 HIGHWAY ONE, SUITE 210, NORTH PALM BEACH, FL 33408 
ALD SEAS DIVING CENTER, Spring Street O4 O4 O4 O4 O4 O4 O4 O4 Of O4 O4 O4 Of O4 O4 O4 O4 Of O4 Of C4 © 
Landing, Friday Harbor (360-378-2772). CIRCLE NO. 25 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

The dive shop specializes in half-day 
charters with dive guides. 

The northern California coastline is 
unprotected from huge Pacific swells that 
break against hundreds of miles of sheer 
cliffs, making Highway One between 
Eureka and San Francisco a famous 
scenic drive. Here and there, breaks in the 
cliff wall allow coastal access to some 
remarkable diving. One of the few places Ken, 
you can both camp and dive is SALT 1. ef ies ri, 
PoINT STATE Park, about 70 miles north sees 3 
of the Golden Gate Bridge. Open April 1 
through November 30 (some campsites 
are available year-round), the camp- 
ground has 139 campsites with table, grill 
and flush toilets, but no showers. Reser- 
vations are taken in the summer at (707) 
847-3221. Per night: $14 to $16. Boats 
can be launched at Ocean Cove and Tim- 
ber Cove. 

Gerstle Cove here is an underwater 
reserve. The bottom between 50 and 80 
feet is thick with nudibranchs, chitons, 
stars and anemones. Just outside the cove, 
a thick kelp bed harbors abalone, kelp 
bass and perch. Between here and Jenner, 
about 15 miles south, are at least six 
shore dives accessible from the highway, 
including Ocean Cove, Stillwater Cove 
and Cemetery Reef. The cold-water div- 
ing here requires advanced skills because 
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Embark on a voyage of discovery in the remote and pristine Bahamas aboard the 
award-winning Nekton Pilot. Experience the first-class accommodations, the 
delicious cuisine, and the fabulous diving from the elevating dive platform. 
Departing from south Florida and Great Exuma for week-long excursions, the 
Nekton Pilot is designed to pamper divers seeking adventure and the unique. 


Nexton Divine Cruises 
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San Salvador Conception Island 
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of the dangerous surf and water tempera- 
ture. The lifeguard service has a telephone 
number that accesses a recording of cur- 
rent ocean conditions (707-847-3222). 


The Southeast 


Looking for someplace more, well, tropi- 
cal? There are waterfront campgrounds in 
Florida and the Keys, but in most cases 
the reefs are several miles offshore with 
nothing more interesting than shallow 
sand flats in between. Local dive shops 
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Miami, Ficriis 33155 
1-200-227-DIVE 


Tel: 305-666-1997 ¥ Fax: 305-G6G6-2292 
E-mail: bahia@gate.net_ _.-__- — 


abound. Inland, 
however, Florida 
offers a unique 
camping and diving 
experience in its net- 
work of freshwater 
springs. The best 
known, and proba- 
bly the most interest- 
ing for divers with- 
out cave certifica- 
tion, is GINNIE 
SPRINGS. One of two 
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caverns can be penetrated to the 55-foot 
level where a grill blocks further passage. 
Turn around and look back at the 
entrance for a stunning sight. You don’t 
know what unlimited vis is until you’ve 
dived a Florida spring. Another popular 
attraction is tubing or rafting the Santa Fe 
River. A 200-acre campground begins a 
few steps from the stairs into the spring. 
Per night: $10/adult, $4/children 7-14 
years, and free for children six years old 


Two WRECKS AND A HANDFUL OF 
AIRPLANE PARTS AWAIT SHORE DIVERS OFF 
FLORIDA’S GULF ISLANDS NATIONAL 
SEASHORE (TOP). WITH WOODED 
CAMPSITES AND SEVERAL DIVE SITES, THE 
REASONS FOR GINNIE SPRINGS’ 
POPULARITY AMONG SOUTHEAST DIVERS 
ARE ALMOST AS CLEAR AS THE WATER THAT 
FLOWS FROM THE SPRINGS. 
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and younger. The full-service dive shop is 
on-site. Call (800) 874-8571 or (904) 
454-2202. 

Also try VORTEX SPRING (800-342- 
0640). Its bowl is 200 feet by 45 feet with 
68F water, lots of fish (blue gill, bass, 
oceanic American shad, etc.), 17 camp- 
sites with tables and water. Per night: 
$12.50 for two adults, $3.50 per extra 
person, $3.50 for electricity. 

On the Gulf coast of Florida at the 
Alabama border is the Gulf Islands 
National Seashore. There’s a campground 
at FORT PICKENS (904-934-2621), where 
diving the jetties reveals sunken caves, rub- 
ble, rocks and airplane parts to a max 
depth of 45 to 50 feet. The wreck of the 
Catherine is 150 yards off Battery Lang- 


~don, though shifting sand sometimes 


makes the wreck difficult to locate. The 
wreck of the Whiskey is a shore dive from 
the Ramada Inn in Gulf Shores, Ala. For 
local information, call GULF COAST DIVE 
Pro (904-456-8845). Camping at the 
national seashore is $16 per night for 


campsites with electricity and $12 without, 
plus a $4 weekly entrance fee per vehicle. 


Southern California 


The California coast turns sharply east- 
ward below Point Conception, and under 
its lee, Pacific swells subside, tempera- 
tures climb and vis improves. Halfway to 
Santa Barbara, REFUGIO STATE BEACH is 
travel-poster SoCal: camping under palm 
trees, a sandy cove for the kids, a rocky 
point and an offshore reef for Mom and 


Dad. With 85 campsites, showers, $17 
(weeknights) and $18 (weekends) per 
night. Reservations recommended in 
summer: (800) 444-PARK. 

Just east of the point, a series of low 
rock ledges provide a tenuous hold for 
kelp, but are exposed to winter storms. 
Some years there is a small but thick and 
beautiful kelp forest, other years nothing. 
Halibut can be found on the sand bottom 
of the cove. 

Refugio can be a base to explore a 
dozen more dive sites in Santa Barbara 





[se] ex] 
fe) At SAND DOLLAR DIVE & 




















PHOTO Is simply 
unparalleled in the 
Caribbean for 
convenience and 
ease of diving. Relax 
and watch a sunset 
in the open-air 
GREEN PARROT 
restaurant. Then 
enjoy a studio, 1, 2 
or 3-bedroom 
oceanfront condo, 
fully furnished, with 
air-conditioned 
bedrooms, large living areas, 
cable TV, full kitchens 
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you will notice “3 
something very 

different for a dive 
resort - condos. 
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Cariobean, has long § 


[see] Bee] 


&) 


fe3) 


dive destinations, aaa 
and now you can 9 
dive with the | 
premier dive 
resort on Bonaire. 
Everything at SAND DOLLAR Is 
centrally located, right on the 
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and Ventura counties. Try 
ARROYO BURRO STATE BEACH 


in Santa Barbara and Deer 
Creek Road south of Point Mugu. 

“Twenty-six miles across the sea” 
from Long Beach, Santa Catalina Island 
has some of the finest diving on the West 
Coast. Avalon Bay has reliably clear 
water, a pristine kelp forest and several 
wrecks in the underwater park, plus all 
the amenities of a tourist destination. 
HERMIT GULCH CAMPGROUND (310-510- 
8368), with 60 campsites, is a little more 
than a mile up the road but taxis and 
trams are cheap in Avalon (golf carts can 
be rented but are more expensive) to take 
you to the underwater park, a shore dive 
from Casino Point. Avalon dive shops: 
AVALON AQUATICS (310-510-1225), 
CATALINA Divers (310-510-0330) and 
ScuBA Luv (310-510-2616). Boat char- 
ters are available through ARGO DIVING 
SERVICES (310-510-2208). 

You'll park your car in Long Beach 
or San Pedro and take a ferry to the 
island: Catalina Express (310-519-1212) 
or Catalina Cruises (310-491-5559). 


The Virgin Islands 


No, you can’t get there in the family mini- 
van, so this is a little pricey as camping 


se") e+. Tree MAGAZINE 


DIVERS 


trips go. But the warm 
water! The tropical breeze! 
The Virgin Islands! 

How about a campground right on 
the beach in the Virgin Island National 
Park, with a genuine coral reef just yards 
offshore? It’s at CINNAMON Bay on St. 
John, USVI. Most sites have pre-erected 
tents with concrete floors, cots, stoves 
and utensils, minimizing the gear you tote 
through the airport. Per night: $63 (cab- 
ins) and $48 (tents) low season for two 
adults, $15 for each additional person. 
You can rent scuba equipment, too. Cin- 
namon Bay is operated by Rosewood: 
(800) 539-9998 or (809) 776-6330. 

Another possibility is nearby MAHO 
Bay CAMP, with more than 100 “tent cot- 
tages” built above ground and connected 
by wooden boardwalks so the natural ter- 
rain is not disturbed. These, too, have all 
the facilities. Per night: $60 (off-season) 
and $95 (high season) for two adults, $10 
(child) and $12 (adult) for each addition- 
al person. Call (809) 776-6240 or (800) 
392-9004. 

To find out about diving on St. John, 
call Low Key WATERSPORTS at (800) 835- 
7718 or (809) 693-8999. 

A must-see in the neighborhood is the 
underwater trail for snorkeling at Trunk 
Bay. It is sometimes overwhelmed by hun- 
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dreds of cruise ship tourists, but still ... 


Baja California 


Untrammeled, unspoiled and virtually 
unexplored wilderness camping and div- 
ing sites still exist, and they’re in Baja 
California. Facilities are few, but so are 
restrictions. There are some slightly devel- 
oped and inexpensive campgrounds, but 
most people camp au naturel. 

The Pacific coast of Baja is a contin- 
uation of the marine environment off 
Washington and California, though the 
progressively warmer water means less 
kelp and fewer invertebrates but more 
warm-water species. The Gulf coast of 
Baja is more tropical: the Sea of Cortez is 
one of the world’s great fish traps with, it 
is believed, more than 3,000 marine 
species. 

Close to the border and just south of 
Ensenada, Punta Banda is one of the most 
popular areas for camping and diving in 
Baja. Two campgrounds on the north 
shore, LA JOLLA BEACH CAMP and VIL- 
LARENO, have water, showers, toilets and 
fire rigs. Dive anywhere along the rocky 
coast, but especially at La Bufadora, the 
famous blowhole, where there’s kelp, sea 
lions and a large underwater arch. 

South of Punta Banda there’s only 
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BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 





“Pristine and 

crime free...there’s 
not a single traffic 
light to be found 


anywhere...” 


text and photography 
by Jim & Odile Scheiner 
Rainbow Visions Photography 











NATURE’S LITTLE SECRETS 


loating on a tranquil sea on the 
edge of the Caribbean lies a 
wondrous collection of over 40 islands, 
rocks and cays known as the British Virgin 
Islands. For years the secret destination of 
yachtsmen and a few intrepid divers, this 
amazing archipelago is now attracting 
vacationers from all over the world. 
Pristine and crime free, there’s not a 
single traffic light or fast food franchise to 
be found anywhere. While the outstanding 
natural beauty of the countless bays, lush 
hillsides and coral reefs is enough to 
quench the most dire sun-sea-and-sand 
craving, it’s the quality of the accom- 
modations, activities and professional 
services that makes for such an 
exceptional vacation. 
Though 500 years have 
passed since Columbus sailed 
through and named these islands 
after Saint Ursula and her 11,000 virgin 


# martyrs, the islands still seem undiscovered, 


beckoning to be explored. Today’s visitors, 
venturing out by rent-a-car, sailing sloop, dive 
boat or even taxi, make their own discoveries 


_ The Baths 


on Virgin Gorda 
is one of the : 
BVI’s Post Ous — 


and find their own treasures. Whether it’s a 
winding vista-laden drive along Tortola’s 
cloud-kissed mountain peaks, discussing local 
folklore with a new-found islander friend or 
snorkeling off a deserted beach, you'll soon 
become enchanted with the simple pleasures 
of the BVI. Once these delightful unspoiled 
islands get under your skin, you'll be back for 
the first of many return visits. Like true love, 
it's a relationship that never goes stale, but 
only grows better over time. 


THE ISLANDS + The magic of 


the BVI, beyond perfect weather, great 
diving and friendly people, is found in its 
diversity. Instead of being limited to just 
one island, there are dozens to explore, 
each with its own personality and attrac- 
tions. The islands are so close together 
that inter-island travel by ferry, dive boat, 
day-sail charter or even windsurfer is a part 
of daily life. The bygone days of pirates and 
buccaneers live on with scores of luxurious 
yachts and tall masted schooners slicing 
through the azure sea as they sail from one 
hidden anchorage to the next. 








The major islands are Tortola, with 
Road Town, the territory’s capital and a 
fast-growing center for international 
finance; tranquil Virgin Gorda, home to 
the Little Dix Resort and the famous 
Baths; remote Anegada, the sunken island 
with a population of 250 and a maximum 
altitude of 26 feet; and laid-back Jost Van 
Dyke, where Foxy’s Beach Bar hosts one 
of the most infamous New Year’s Eve par- 
ties in the world. Many of the smaller 
islands are uninhabited—some even for 
sale. Imagine playing Robinson Crusoe on 
your own deserted island. 

Scattered throughout the islands are 
lush resorts, exquisite holiday homes, villas 
and small hotels. Many visitors are sur- 
prised by the amount of personal attention 
lavished upon them; everyone seems eager 
to help them fully enjoy their vacation. 

The BV] is the perfect destination for 
traveling with non-divers. Not only are 
snorkelers welcome on the dive boats, but 
there are so many other activities that 
there just isn’t enough time to do them all. 
(The underwater world is so inviting that 
non-divers often become divers through 
either a sanctioned half day “resort” course 
















or a full certification course.) 

When you’re not underwater, try 
windsurfing, ocean kayaking, hiking the 
nature trails on Sage Mountain and 
Gorda Peak, mountain biking (you can 
start your ride at the top), island hopping 
and shopping. There are even health 
clubs for those who can’t make it through 
a week without working out. Of 
course, you can always do 
nothing and do it perfectly, 
stretched out on a fine sand 
beach or enjoying a cool 
breeze in a hammock. For 
a taste of the yachting life, 
try a day sail to the Caves or the Baths. 
Don’t be afraid to go “local” and partake 
in the nefarious full moon party held 
monthly at Bomba’s Shack on Tortola or 
sample real native cooking at one of the 
many local restaurants. 

If, after a full day of fun and sun, 
you're still awake after dinner, there’s 
always a friendly game of darts at the near- 
est pub, a local band playing “jump up” 
somewhere close by or a walk under the 
brightest canopy of stars you’ve seen in 
years. Relax and enjoy the romance. 
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G reat diving, healthy 


reefs and lots of 
topside attractions make 
the BVI the perfect desti- 
nation for divers and 
non-divers alike. 











THE BVI DIVE OPERATORS ASSOCIATION 


The members of the BVI Dive Operators Association are dedi- 
cated to providing the highest quality service, educating 
islanders and visitors in safe and environmentally sound diving 
practices and protecting the marine environment. 


LAND-BASED DIVE COMPANIES 
BASKIN’ IN THE SUN 800-233-7938 


Prospect Reef Resort & Soper’s Hole Marina, Tortola 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 809-494-2874 
Nanny Cay Resort & Hodge’s Creek Marina, Tortola 


DIVE BVI 800-848-7078 
Spanish Town & Leverick Bay, Virgin Gorda 
and Peter Island & Marina Cay 


KILBRIDE’S UNDERWATER TOURS 800-932-4286 
Bitter End Yacht Club, Virgin Gorda 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 800-537-7032 


Moorings Mariner Inn, Tortola & Cooper Island 


LIVE-ABOARD DIVE BOATS 
YACHT PROMENADE 800-526-5503 


65 foot live-aboard trimaran 


TRIMARINE BOAT COMPANY 800-648-3393 


105 foot live-aboard trimaran, Cuan Law 


UNDERWATER PHOTO-VIDEO 
RAINBOW VISIONS PHOTOGRAPHY 809-494-2749 


Prospect Reef Resort, Tortola 








Baskin in the Sun on 
Tortola has two loca- 
tions at Prospect Reef 
Resort and Soper's 
Hole Marina in the 
West End. Our three 
dive boats do a two- 
tank morning dive 
and a single tank after- 
noon trip plus regular 
night dives. We offer 
full dive service, you 
never need to lift a 
tank! Visit our web site 
at http://www.dive- 
baskin.com 


Toll Free: 800-233-7938 


Phone: 809-494-5854 Fax: 809-494-5853 
E-mail: Baskindive@aol.com 
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For a dive company that’s flexible and friendly, call 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 


A relaxed yet professional approach to diving makes us 
the preferred choice among residents and a return 
favorite for visitors. Our instructors offer many years of 
experience. See the R.M.S. Rhone and other beautiful 
dive sites with a confidence. 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 

Located in Nanny Cay Marina, Tortola 2 
Opening 2nd Location: Hodges Creek Marina, Tortola Ayer “3 
VHF Channel 16 eee 
PHONE 809-494-2847 
FAX 809-494-0198 ey, 
E-Mail: bwdbvi@caribsurf.com = * 

P.O. Box 846 - Road Town - Tortola, BVI 










Dive BVI Ltd. has been pro- 
viding diving services in the 
BVI since 1975. Now oper- 


ating from four locations 


VIRGIA GOROA (Virgin Gorda Yacht Harbor 

BRitish virGin . 

1islanos Leverick Bay V.G., Peter 
Island and Marina Cay), 

Dive BVI is strategically located to supply your every diving need. Now 

offering day trips to Anegada several times a week on M/V Sealion, a 


high-speed and stable catamaran. PADI 5-Star, NAUI Dream Resort. 


WEB SITE: http://www. britishvirginislands.com/divebvi 
E-Mail: dbvi@caribsurf.com 
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In a word, the diving is exceptional. There is such an incredi- 
ble variety of dive sites that every day you’ll be able to explore 
yet another aspect of the BVI unique topography. From remote 
off-shore pinnacles to lush coral gardens, from coral and 
sponge encrusted boulder fields to fantastic shipwrecks; no 
two dives are alike and each of the over 70 established sites 
has its own special attractions. 

Most of the diving is done on the islands and rocks that line 
the Sir Francis Drake Channel. Their outlying location assures 
superior visibility and healthy coral. No matter what the weather 
there are always calm, protected places to dive. Because there 
are SO many dive sites and so few dive boats, many of the sites 
are rarely visited and still have that virgin exploratory feel. 

Some of the more spectacular dives are on remote sea 
mounts laced with dramatic ledges and undercuts. Blonde 
Rock, Santa Monica Rock and the Invisibles are teeming with 
clouds of fish and offer the possibility of encounters with larg- 
er pelagics such as cobia, amberjack, sharks and turtles. 

The Indians is one of those special sites that is perfect 
for both scuba divers and snorkelers. Its calm, protected 
waters and easy navigation make it ideal for either following a 
guided tour or exploring solo with your dive buddy. You'll find 
that the slower you go, the more you see—cleaning stations 
galore, jawfish excavating their burrows, glassy sweepers 
dancing in unison in a small cave. More of Nature’s Little 
Secrets revealed. The Chimney, on Great Dog near Virgin 
Gorda, offers a similarly spirited experience. 

In winter, humpback whales arrive to give birth in the warm 
protected waters of the BVI. Though rarely encountered under- 
water, divers often hear the whale’s haunting songs. The 
mournful melody is more felt than heard as the sonic vibrations 
pass right through your body into your soul. 


¢* The best wreck dive in the Caribbean 
lies in the calm waters of the BVI. The RMS Rhone was a 310- 
foot-long iron-hulled steam sailor that sank off Salt Island in the 
Great Hurricane of 1867. A century’s worth of marine growth 
has transformed its skeleton into an object of sublime beauty. 
Evocative of a sunken Atlantis, five sets of “Greek columns” 
grace the wreck, as well as two huge masts, a massive pro- 


“- 


The 310 foot long RMS Rhone is one of the most popular wreck 
dives in the world (left). Colorful coral reefs and an abundance 
of marine life make for unforgettable dives (above). 


peller and an intact bow section that invites safe penetration. 
Legions of friendly fish, along with the Rhone’s unique place in 
maritime history, round out the attraction. For underwater pho- 
tographers, there’s hardly a better “studio” anywhere. 

Seven miles out in the open Atlantic, halfway to Anegada, 
lies the enticing wreck of the Chikuzen. In August of 19871, this 
abandoned 246-foot Korean refrigeration vessel drifted through 
the BVI before settling to its final resting place on the barren 
sand bottom. It has become a fertile oasis in an otherwise 
empty desert—attracting marine life from miles around. The 
Chikuzen’s remote location protects its fecundity and assures 
that every trip out there is a true diving adventure. 

Over the centuries, Anegada’s treacherous Horseshoe 
Reef has claimed hundreds of wooden ships, though today 
little remains to be seen. Other more modern and more conve- 
niently located shipwrecks include the Fearless, the Marie L, 
the Pat and the recently sunk 146-foot Inganess Bay. 


| NG . &* The seven members of the BVI 
Dive Operators Association have all been in business for over 15 
years and take great pride in their professionalism and the qual 
ity of the diving they offer. The emphasis is on uncrowded boats 
with lots of personal attention, both above and below the water. 
While some of the facilities are located at resorts, all are inde- 
pendently owned and operated and most offer multiple locations 
and 800 numbers that ring directly in the BVI. Professional 
underwater photo/video services, including rentals, instruction 
and Rhonedive videos are available. 

Visitors can choose from a variety of diving options. Many 
stay in hotels and holiday homes and go out daily with one of 
the day dive boats. Others book space on a fully-crewed, dedi- 
cated live-aboard dive boat and spend the week diving and sail- 
ing from one island to the next. A unique BVI product, “ren- 
dezvous diving”, serves the large number of vacationers on 
charted yachts. Instead of having to return to shore to get on a 
dive boat, the boat comes out to you, takes you diving and 
returns you to your yacht when you’re done—nothing could be 
simpler. Some mix rendezvous diving with doing it themselves. 
Well-maintained rental equipment is readily available and tank 
fill stations are spread throughout the islands. 











KILBRIDE’S UNDERWATER TOURS | 


Located at the Bitter End Resort, 
North Sound, Virgin Gorda 


Stay at the resort or on your boat! We offer some of the 
best diving in the British Virgin Islands: the wrecks of 
the Rhone and Chikuzen, beautiful coral reefs such as 
“Alice in Wonderland”, the Invisibles, and much more. 
While diving with Kilbride’s, non-divers can enjoy 
Bitter End Resort and its many watersports: windsurf- 
ing, sailing on boats 8' to 30', snorkeling, and relaxing 
by the pool or beach. 


CALL KILBRIDE’S UNDERWATER TOURS PHONE/FAX/RECORDER 


809-495-9638 TOLL FREE: 800-932-4286 
FAX: 809-495-7549 





Promenade Cruises 
> DIVE WHEN AND WHERE YOU CHOOSE <= 


A COMPLETE VACATION TO SUIT DIVERS AND COMPANIONS TOO! 
PRICES INCLUDE CORDON BLEU MEALS AND FINE WINES 


Cruise on your own private yacht and enjoy a week away trom the 
crowds. Just five airconditioned staterooms, all with King or Queen- 
sized berths. Sail to new islands and great dive sites each day. 
Scuba, snorkel, kayak, windsurf, dinghy sail, waterski . .. Enjoy full 
five-star service in our informal and friendly ambiance. 


Rates for divers, norrdivers, groups & families 
Fax: 809-494-5577 Ici: 809-494-3853 
Web Site: http://www.yachtprome- 
nade.com 
E-Mail: promcruz@caribsurf.com 


800-526-5503 


PROMENADE 
IAWVIOLAOL 
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BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


THE PEOPLE + Settled by the 
Dutch in the early 1600's and claimed by the 
British in 1672, the BVI was, for centuries, a 
haven for pirates. In 1853, following an ill- 
fated plantation era, the BVI was abandoned 
to its former slaves. The next 100 years 
passed with hardly any outside influence. It is 
this long period of isolation combined with 
local ownership of the land that has given 
the people of the BVI so much quiet pride 
and dignity, as well as a great sense of inde- 
pendence and self-reliance. 

BV-Islanders, as the residents are 
called, are friendly though reserved and 
enjoy one of the highest standards of living 
in the Caribbean. Spared the dehumanizing 
consequences of mass tourism, the islanders 
still treat visitors as welcome guests. 





PARADISE AWAITS * So while the rest of the world is catapulted 


‘<6 : 
screaming and e-mailing into the 21st Century, isn’t it nice to know that some- . .. the islanders 


where there still exists an oasis of sanity and safety, of fun and friendliness. A place 


treat visitors as 


where excellent diving is just the start of an incredible vacation. A place where you - 
can slow down, relax and renew yourself and your faith in the beauty of the natur- welcomed guests. 
al world. That place is closer than you think. Come play in our paradise—the 


British Virgin Islands—and experience nature’s little secrets. 


The unique, space-age 


“Cuan Law” 


for a perfect, relaxed diving 
v4 vacation. Warm, calm water, 
~ exceptionally varied diving, peace- 
S” ful, silent sailing in cool breezes, 

pampering by an attentive caring crew. 
Many watersports and shore trips for non-divers. Huge sails, 


powerful diesels and the stability of three hulls. The luxury of 
130 sq. ft. ensuite cabins, soft furnishings and air-conditioning. 


800-648-3393 


Phone: 809-494-2490 Fax: 809-494-5774 
Address: Trimarine - P.O. Box 4065 - St. Thomas, VI 00803 
E-Mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
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UNDERWATER SAFARIS 


Dive the best of the BVI with our Rendezvous 
Tours®. Our fast custom boats leave daily for 2- 
tank a.m. and 1-tank p.m. dives with night dives on 
request. We cover all the best sites from Norman 
Island to the Dogs with tours designed for small 
groups and led by an all-Instructor guide team. 
We'll meet your boat or board you from our Road 
Town base. Hotel/Dive packages with CIBC. 


PADI 5-STAR FACILITY 


1-800-537-7032 


E-mail: undsaf@caribsurf.com 
Underwater Safaris Ltd., P.O. Box 139 
Road Town, Tortola, BVI 








RESORTS AND SERVICES 


COOPER ISLAND 


BEACH CLUB wa. 4 


MOTEL - MARINA - VACATION VILLAS 


Newly renovated 20-room air-conditioned 
beachfront Caribbean style hotel. Restaurant, bar, 


diving, watersports, pool, tennis, boutiques/market. 


E-Mail: leverick@caribsurf.com 
Web Site: http://www.britishvirginislands.com/leverickbay 


Informal, moderately-priced, village-style resort. 
Mecca for diving, sailing, snorkeling and deep-sea 
fishing. Perfect base for divers and non-divers alike. 
Oceanside, prime dive sites easily accessible, near 
town location. First-class amenities and activities. 
5 pools, tennis, P&P Golf, kids’ environmental 
program, gourmet restaurant. Award-winning 
dive facility “Baskin in the Sun” and “Rainbow 
Visions” Underwater Photography Centre. 


809-494-3311 
USA 800-356-8937 
CAN 800-463-3608 
E-Mail: prr@caribsurf.com 
http://www.bvimail.vi/prospectreef 





Not diving? Snorkel and Cruise 
the BVI with 


A RMEIR'S, 





oh he 


Guaranteed, the best 
day of your vacation! 


weevil 
KING 809-494-5820 
fax 809-494-5821 
kingchtr@caribsurf.com 


CHARTERS LTD 





1 
LITTLE DA&X BAY 
HOTEL 


Little Dix Bay Hotel offers 
extraordinary levels of service, 
accommodations, world-class cuisine 
and diverse recreational activities 
in an unparalleled tropical setting. 


> 


Reservations: 809-495-5555 
1-800-928-3000 


Diamond Geach Villas 


e Spacious, newly renovated villas 
e Full size kitchens, large decks with barbeques 
e All have spectacular ocean views 









e Beautiful beach, excellent snorkeling 








P.O. Box 69 
Virgin Gorda, BVI 

Tel: 809-495-5452 
Fax: 809-495-5875 


E-mail: diamond@caribsurt.com. XS 
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USA 800-871-3551 
Canada 800-487-1839 
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- specializing in u/w photography - 
At Prospect Reef Resort Since 1986 


309-194-2749 


















Nanny Cay 


RESORT AND MARINA 


di ada 

Headquarters for Blue Water 

Divers. Pool, tennis, sailing 
and powerboat charters. 


Restaurants. Studios with 
A/C, balcony. 


(800) 74-CHARMS 





ABERRY SPRING 


lern one and two bed 






inificent views, dail 
e, easy walk to beat 
Reasonable Rates. 


7 -495 -5 


co--------4 








Peter Island Resort | 
British Virgin Islands 


Fifty rooms on a 1,600 acre 
private island paradise with 
5 beaches in the center 
of all your BVI dive sites. 


800-346-4451 


E-Mail: 2090598@mcimail.com 
Web: http://www.peterisland.com 
P.O. Box 211 - Road Town, Tortola 


British Virgin Islands 
L ee 
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E 
BrITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


CURRENCY: The U.S. dollar, Traveler’s Checks and credit cards 


are widely accepted. 


ENTRY REQUIREMENTSS Proof of citizenship is required. A 


passport is best; a driver's license is not sufficient. There is a $10 









departure tax. 


GOVERNMENT: The islands are a British 
Dependent Territory, with a locally elected 
ministerial government with a Crown appoint- 
ed governor. 


MISC: Electricity is 110 volt, just like USA. Cable 
TV is available in many places. Cars have steering 
wheels on the left side (American style), but are dri- 
ven on the left side of the road (European style). 
English is the language, but often spoken with a 
strong “calypso” accent. Dress code is casual, but 
please keep your beachwear limited to the beach. 
Telephone service is excellent and includes cellular 
service and internet access. 






PROTECTING PARADISE 


Preserving the undersea world is very important to the people 
and government of the British Virgin Islands. Local conserva- 
tion regulations forbid the removal of any marine organism 
from the ocean. Almost 200 moorings have been installed at 
popular dive and snorkel sites. The National Parks Trust is 
working hard to educate residents and tourists alike to the 
importance of conservation. 










CLIMATES Climate is subtropical. The tropical sun is tempered by 
the constant trade winds. Water temperatures average 82° in sum- 
mer and 78° in winter. 


HOW TO GET THERES: Most visitors coming from North 
America fly into San Juan, Puerto Rico and then take the 35-minute 
American Eagle flight into Beef Island, Tortola. You can confident- 
ly check your bags all the way through to Tortola (especially if you’re 
flying American Airlines into San Juan). Another option is to fly saat a 
direct to nearby St. Thomas and take one of the many inter-island = —— oom! 
ferries that ply the scenic route between the islands. ft ca oe as 


COOPER 
SALT ISLAND 
ISLAND 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 





FOR MORE INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS, 
SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR CONTACT THE 
BVI TOURIST BOARD OFFICE NEAREST YOU. 


P.O. Box 134 - Road Town, Tortola - British Virgin Islands 
TEL: 809-494-3134 - FAX: 809-494-3866 
370 Lexington Avenue - New York, NY 10017 
(800) 835-8530 - TEL: 212-696-0400 - FAX: 212-949-8254 
1686 Union Street - San Francisco, CA 94123 
(800) 835-8530 - TEL: 415-775-0344 - FAX: 415-775-2554 
FCB Travel/Marketing - 110 St. Martin’s Lane - London WC2N 4DY 
Tel: 44-71-240-4259 - Fax: 44-71-240-4270 
Sophienstrasse 4, D-65189 - Wiesbaden, Germany 
Tel: 49-61 1-300262 - Fax: 49-611-300766 
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one paved road down the length of the 
900-mile peninsula. Numberless dirt 
roads branch off to either coast. Follow 
one to the coast and park on the beach. 
Most of the time there will be a camp 
occupied by local fishermen. Hire one to 
take you diving in his outboard motor- 
driven panga; he'll know where. 

Which dirt road? Almost any road 
going to a point will take you to good 
diving. On the Pacific coast, try the road 
to Punta Baja. About three miles offshore 
is the Sacramento Reef. The 271-foot 
side-wheel steamer SS Sacramento is only 
one of many wrecks on the two-mile- 
long reef, which is thick with kelp, lob- 
ster and fish. 

On the Gulf coast, take the road to 
Bahia De Los Angeles. This six-mile-wide 
bay contains more than a dozen small 
islands and islets with rocky shorelines. 
The water is usually clear, calm and 
warm. Among the full-time residents is a 
group of humpback whales. 

This is camping and diving for the 
self-reliant only. You’ll need a vehicle 
capable of dealing with rough dirt roads 
and deep sand. Take spare parts and lots 
of water. If trouble strikes either in or out 
of the water, do not expect to be rescued. 

The reward? A beach that sweeps 
from the rocky point for miles without 
another human, without a footprint. A 
reef thick with life that’s all yours. 


Lake Diving 


Going camping at the lake? Maybe it’s 
worth a dive, too. Some that are include: 

Lake Cumberland, Ky. Try to spear 
the legendary catfish big enough to swal- 
low a VW. Also, a diver’s Treasure Hunt 
in August. Call Drver’s DEN in Somerset: 
(606) 679-4748. 

Lake Ouachita, Ark. Heavily wood- 
ed, lots of deer. Spearfishing of gamefish 
like catfish, walleye, crappy and bass 
allowed. LAKE OUACHITA DIVE CENTER 
floats on the lake: (501) 760-1500. 

Lake Tahoe, Calif.-Nev. Alpine 
scenery, 100-foot vis, lots of camp- 
grounds. SUN SPORTS (916-541-6000) 
sells a diving map. 

Lake Huron, Mich. Many wrecks in 
and near the Straits of Mackinac, many 
campgrounds on the lake. Contact REC 
DIVING TRAVEL, (800) 999-0303 or (810) 
549-0303. 

June Lake, Calif. Annual Labor Day 
weekend crawdad feed and lake cleanup 
at 8,700-foot OH! RIDGE CAMPGROUND. 
Contact ANTELOPE VALLEY DESERT 
Divers, (805) 944-3652. © 
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a snorkel away from the bar 
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One week .. 
unlimited diving . . 


Wall and wreck diving right 3/4 
from the beach. Top rated in 

the Caribbean . s ipo a 
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Travel arrangements : ’ 
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Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 





Expect the Honduras Bay Islands’ famous diving... 


with a 


Spectacular, pristine diving. You'll have the opportunity to dive with whale 
sharks, enjoy fishing, hiking, kayaking, canoeing, horseback riding, cave 
explorations, and more. And it’s so easy to get to with our new air service. 
Utila Lodge offers a full service dive operation with large, air conditioned 


rooms overlooking the water. All with no hidden costs. Taxes, diving, and 


CIRCLE NO. 26 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


meals are included in one low price. 
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shi 
Beach Fite 

Rentals 

/ Beautiful 2 and 3 
bedroom oceanfront 

vacation rentals on Roatan, 
Honduras Bay Islands. 

Dive and meal plans available. 
For more information, call 


1°800°282°8932. 


li aus 


lI 1*800*282+8932_ 


Current Honduras Bay | 
Island diving conditions: 
(904) 588-3046 


PO BOX 877 

SAN ANTONIO 

FL, 33576 
904°5884131 
FAX 904°588*4158 
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f the entire country of Belize were to come unhinged 
from the Central American isthmus, to split along 
its borders with Mexico and Guatemala and float 
unmoored into the Caribbean Sea to become an 
island, few divers would notice the difference. Why? 
Because Belize is something of an anomaly in the Central 
American community, having more in common with the 
Cayman Islands than with Nicaragua or Guatemala. 

Tucked beneath the upward curve of Mexico’s 
Yucatan Peninsula, tiny Belize is a young, peaceful 
democracy in an area known for political upheaval. It’s 
an English-speaking former British colony in a Spanish 
colonial stronghold. And Belize is one of the few coun- 
tries to embrace fully the twin directives of “eco- 
tourism”—enthusiastically promoting tourism while vig- 
orously protecting the fragile resources that visitors are 
SO eager to see. 

And what resources they are. Although smaller than the 
state of New Hampshire, Belize is blessed with what seems an 
unfair share of natural and man-made wonders. Thick jun- 
gle—much of it protected by law—covers massive tracts of 
the country’s interior. Exotic wildlife like howler monkeys, 
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FRANS CANTING/MINDEN PICTURES 


GREG JOHNSTON 


@ BELMOPAN 


BELIZE 


jaguars and tapirs roam the rain forests. 
Excellently preserved ruins stand testament 
to a Mayan culture that numbered 750,000 
people and thrived in elaborate stone 
palaces, temples and pyramids 1,000 years 
before Columbus got out of diapers. 

And awaiting divers off Belize’s 180- 
mile-long coastline is an ocean of diving 
opportunities. Think of it as the Pacific 
Ocean in a nutshell. Where Australia has 
the longest barrier reef in the world, 
Belize has the longest barrier reef in both 
the northern and western hemispheres, 
snaking along the coast from Mexico’s 
Yucatan Peninsula to the Bay of Hon- 
duras. Where the Pacific is liberally 
sprinkled with atolls, Belize offers three 
of only four atolls in the entire 
Caribbean. And like the Pacific, where 
palm-studded islands topped with sugar- 
white sand are ubiquitous, more than 
200 cayes beckon in Belize’s Caribbean 
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with the promise of secluded paradise. 


THE BARRIER REEF 


The feature most closely associated with 
Belize in most divers’ minds is the barrier 
reef, and with good reason. Rising from 
the seafloor like a living Great Wall of 
China, the Belize Barrier Reef roughly par- 
allels the coastline for 185 miles. It is the 
largest single reef in the Caribbean and is 
the backbone for hundreds of dive sites. 
Inside the reef, the seafloor is sandy, 
and dive boats use cuts in the reef to get 
to the seaward side, where the outer fore 
reef offers more dive sites than you can 
shake a fin at. There are some dive oper- 
ations based on the mainland that regu- 
larly dive the barrier reef, mainly in 
Belize City and Dangriga. But most of 
the boats that access the barrier reef are 
stationed on the cayes that are conve- 
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niently located just inside the reef. There 
are dive operations on Caye Caulker and 
a dive resort, the Blue Marlin Lodge, on 
South Water Caye. But dive central for 
Belize is Ambergris Caye, where the reef 
is a five- to 15-minute hop from the piers 
that line the caye’s east coast. 


> Ambergris Caye 


Take a stroll through San Pedro, the only 
settlement on Belize’s largest caye, and 
it’s easy to think that the whole town was 
thrown together just in time for this 
weekend’s fiesta and is slated to be dis- 
mantled on Monday morning. An air of 
blissful impermanence illuminates San 
Pedro’s sand streets, which are lined with 
brightly painted plywood signs and 
closely packed clapboard buildings. 

Take a closer look, however, and 
you'll discover that San Pedro is actually 
Belize’s most successful tourist town, and 
it’s packed with divers’ digs, bed-and- 
breakfasts, full-service dive resorts, gift 
shops and some excellent restaurants. 
Flights touch down at San Pedro’s dirt 
airstrip nearly every half hour, bringing 
loads of Belizeans and international visi- 
tors for their own moments in the sun. 

Ambergris Caye is actually the 
southern extension of a peninsula that 
drops into Belizean waters from Mexico’s 
Yucatan Peninsula to the north, and is 
separated from the peninsula by a narrow 
channel. The island’s connection to Mexi- 
co is more than just geographic. Some- 
how, despite its ample tourist offerings, 
San Pedro still feels like a little Mexican 
fishing village. You'll hear more Spanish 
spoken here than in other parts of the 
country, and during that hungry break 
between morning and afternoon dives 
you'll find burritos as tasty as any you'll 
find north of Belize and south of Texas. 





Ambergris Caye is to 

eum Belize what Cozumel is 
to Mexico—the focal point for the coun- 
try’s dive activity. The barrier reef is clos- 
er to Ambergris than any point on the 
coast, and because of this, there are more 
dive operators in San Pedro than in the 
rest of the country combined. In addition 
to diving the sites along Ambergris’s sec- 
tion of the barrier reef, operators in San 
Pedro run day trips and overnight trips 
to Turneffe Islands Atoll and Lighthouse 
Reef Atoll, including the Blue Hole. If 
you’re going to be on Ambergris for a 
week, don’t miss a chance to get outside 
the reef. 

Diving the outer reef off Ambergris 
is something like flying over the Rocky 


ANN GEISINGER 





GREG JOHNSTON 


FRANS CANTING/MINDEN PICTURES 


Mountains. The reef here is 
a series of massive spur-and- 
groove formations—the 
spurs are high-profile crests 
of coral and the grooves are 
deep canyons that empty 
onto a wide sandy:shelf on 
the ocean side of the reef at 
around 90 feet. Great walls 
of coral rise on both sides of 
these valleys, and tunnels, 
swim-throughs and mini- 
caverns mark the reef 
throughout. Although the 
currents on the reef are gen- 
erally negligible, most oper- 
ators make drift dives. Be 
sure to keep an eye on your 
dive guide so you don’t get 
left behind. 

Diving tip: On your 
first dive, get down into the 
reef’s canyons to explore. 
For a second, shallower dive, 
swim perpendicular to the 
canyons and above them. 
This way, you'll get to peek 
into several of the cuts with- 
out pushing your depth. 

It’s hard to 


DIVE SITES 
go wrong 


here. Dozens of named and 

unnamed sites line the reef 

off Ambergris, each with its 

own unique twists and turns, 

but most are similar in their 

high-profile bottomography. 

> At Mata Caverns, you'll 

find the reeftop at about 55 

feet and a series of canyons 

that empties onto the outer 

reef at 95 feet. Once you’re 

outside the reef, turn around 

to journey to the center of 

the reef in the twisting tun- 

nels, swim-throughs and 
mini-caverns that give this 

site its name. Be sure to bring 

a light for this dive, as you 

won’t see the light at the end 

of some of these tunnels until 

you round a dark corner. 

> Like many of the sites 

here, Tuffy Canyons is also 

marked by deep cuts in the reef. Look for 
cagey barracuda, fat grouper and snapper 
hiding at the bottom of many of the 
canyons. I was here in August, when the 
snapper come in to breed, and thick 
schools of mahoganys and grays poured 
over the canyon walls in silver waterfalls. 
Keep one eye on the blue for the occa- 


tng ene * 


me 
4 


sional spotted eagle ray and blacktip 
shark that cruises by. 

> Hol Chan Marine Reserve was the first 
marine reserve in Belize, and is the coun- 
try’s most popular shallow dive and 
snorkel site. In the channel for which Hol 
Chan is named (it’s Mayan for “little 
channel”), you’ll get a max depth of 30 


feet, but it’s worth strapping on a tank to 
swim with the mobs of reef fish that bene- 
fit from the reserve’s protection. Look for 
stingrays and peacock flounder on the 
sandy floor of the channel, and reflective 
walls of silversides that fill gaps in the reef. 
Hol Chan also makes an excellent night 
dive, when you'll find giant parrotfish 
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sleeping in the reef’s nooks and crannies 
and the occasional reef squid fluttering 
angelically near the surface. 

> Another site that can be done on 
scuba or snorkel is Shark-Ray Alley, 
Ambergris’s own animal-encounter dive. 
Divemasters feed the hungry assembly of 
nurse sharks and stingrays that collect on 
this sandy spot in eight feet of water. It’s 
a unique Opportunity to see normally 
reclusive nurse sharks swimming freely, 
but once you tire of the staged feeding, 
fin over to the surrounding coral heads 
to check out the creepy-eyed nurse 
sharks’ natural habitat, where they retire, 





shoving their heads ostrich-like into the 
reef. The sand bottom also offers an 
Opportunity to get a good look at life off 
the reef—watch for sand divers, sand 
tilefish and bridled gobies doing their 
best to go unnoticed. 

San Pedro 


ACCOMMODATIONS 
offers the 


widest variety of accommodations in 
Belize—far too many options to list 
here. In town you can easily find small 
hotels and bed-and-breakfasts for less 
than US$50 per night. Room rates gen- 
erally vary with the season. The high 
season falls 
between Novem- 
ber and April, 
which means you 
can find some 
good deals dur- 
ing the summer. 
The more deluxe 
beach resorts are 
found on the 
edges of town. 
Resorts that 
cater to divers 
include Ramon’s 
Village, a full- 
service resort 
complete with 
the best beach in 
San Pedro, doz- 
ens of palm- 
thatched cabanas 
and a full-service 
dive operation. 
The Belize Yacht 
Club offers plush 
suites just a 10- 
minute walk 
from downtown 
and the Victoria 
House Resort 
has 29 casitas 
and villas with 
lush tropical gar- 
dens. If you’re 
looking = for 
something a little 
smaller, Changes 
in Latitude B&B 
and the Hide- 
away Sports 
Lodge are also 
popular with 
divers. To the 
north, Captain 
Morgan’s 
Retreat and 
Journey’s End 
Caribbean Club 


are two beachfront resorts a little far- 
ther out of town. 
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Most hotels and 
Se resorts will arrange 
excursions for your nondiving days. Get 
on a fishing charter to angle for bonefish 
and tarpon inside the reef and bigger 
gamefish outside the reef. Take a mana- 
tee-watching tour to Goff’s Caye. Hop a 
plane for day trips to the Tikal ruins in 
Guatemala. Or take a birdwatching tour 
on Ambergris to seek out the roseate 
spoonbill. Windsurfers, jet skis, catama- 
rans, kayaks and canoes are also available 
for rent in San Pedro. 

You'll have no trouble finding a 
good meal in San Pedro. Elvi’s Kitchen is 
a perennial favorite, as much for its sand 
floor and black-tie waiters as for its excel- 
lent seafood specials. The Lagoon restau- 
rant in the Casablanca Hotel features a 
diverse gourmet menu. For the best burri- 
tos in town, try Mickey’s Place for lunch 
on Wednesday—the only day Mickey 
makes them. For good Chinese, try the 
Jade Garden south of town, and for Ital- 
ian, the place is Little Italy on Barrier 
Reef Drive (also known as Front Street). 


THE ATOLLS 


Beyond the Belize Barrier Reef lie three of 
the Caribbean’s four atolls, irregular, oblong 
coral rings surrounding a central lagoon and 
topped by idyllic specks of sand and coconut 
palms: Turneffe Islands Atoll, Lighthouse 
Reef Atoll and Glover’s Reef Atoll. 

In the Pacific, atolls emerge where 
volcanoes have sunk into the sea, with 
coral covering their ancient rims. Not so 
in Belize, where chunks of earth that were 
once attached to the mainland are now 
sliding into the sea. As the land continues 
to sink into the abyss, the corals keep 
reproducing and growing to stay close 
enough to the surface to survive. 

The result is three dramatic reef sys- 
tems that cover thousands of feet of lime- 
stone. The outer edges of Belize’s atolls 
are lined by coral walls that in places 
plunge 10,000 feet. These walls have been 
eroded into deeply textured faces pocked 
with overhangs, crevices, tunnels and pin- 
nacles. In the shelter of the atolls are shal- 
low patch reefs, mangrove swamps and 
beds of turtle grass. 


> 


More than 200 small cayes top Turneffe 
Islands Atoll, the largest of the three atolls 
and the closest to the mainland. The vast 
majority of these tiny islands are covered 
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by mangroves, whose gnarled roots pro- 
vide protection and nutrients for juvenile 
fish. And while the same nutrients that 
feed the abundant nursery sometimes 
cloud waters on the reef, the payoff is big: 
massive concentrations of fish. 

The eastern shore of Turneffe Atoll is 
protected by a 35-mile-long coral wall that 
serves as a magnet for a range of fish life. 
Small tropicals crowd the reeftop among 
waving fields of gorgonians, while schools 
of bigger pelagics including horse-eye jack, 
crevalle jack, black snapper, cubera snap- 
per, mutton snapper, permit and blacktip 
sharks patrol the outer wall. Reefs on the 
leeward west side of the atoll are less dra- 
matic, featuring spur-and-groove reefs and 
some high-profile coral heads, but no less 
fishy. Most of the diving takes place at the 
southern end of the atoll. 


me On the east side of 
the atoll, check out sites 
like Majestic Point and Black Beauty, 
where a spur-and-groove reef becomes a 
series of canyons and swim-throughs 
before dropping from 70 feet to 150 feet 
on a sheer coral wall. 

me On the back side, the 65-foot wooden 
wreck of the Sayonara is home to school- 
ing grunts and two resident eels—a green 
and a spotted moray. 

> Nearby is Permit Paradise, and while 
you might find more permit on the other 
side of the atoll, look for spotted eagle 
rays, which sometimes cruise in over the 
gradual slope and the coral heads buzzing 
with life. 

> The signature dive at Turneffe is the 
Elbow at the extreme southern tip of the 
atoll, where colliding nutrient-rich cur- 
rents bring fish together in cinematic pro- 
portions. Giant barrel sponges and some 
of the biggest gorgonians you'll see any- 
where make the wall at this site spectacu- 
lar, but if you’re looking at the wall, 
you’re missing the real show. When the 
current is ripping, thousands of horse-eye 
jacks, crevalle jacks, snapper, grouper and 
permit hang in massive schools over the 
wall. The strong current and typical pro- 
file—90 to 120 feet—make this an 
advanced drift dive. 








ATI INS The three resorts 

=m on Turneffe 
transfer guests by boat from Belize City to 
the atoll. Turneffe Island Lodge offers com- 
fortable accommodations for 24 divers and 
a full-service dive operation on Little Caye 
Bokel at the southern end of the atoll. 
Blackbird Caye Resort is a small, dedicated 
“eco-lodge” that emphasizes ecology and 


education. Turneffe Flats Resort accommo- 
dates 14 guests and offers diving as well as 
fishing on the expansive flats that make 
Turneffe one of the best places in world to 
cast for tarpon and bonefish. All three 
resorts offer trips to Lighthouse Reef Atoll 
to dive the Blue Hole. 


> Lighthouse Reef 


Open any book or magazine article on 
Belize and you’re likely to see one of the 
most recognizable images in all of div- 
ing—the great indigo mouth of Light- 
house Reef’s Blue Hole. The Blue Hole 
yawns open smack dab in the middle of 


the atoll and is the magnet that draws 
hordes of divers here every year. But if the 
Blue Hole is all you see of Lighthouse 
Reef, you’re missing out on some of the 
best diving in Belize. 

Lighthouse Reef is farther offshore 
than the other two atolls, but there are 
plenty of ways to get here. Dive boats 
from San Pedro make the trip regularly, 
the live-aboards stop here every week and 
there’s one resort on the atoll, which has 
its own landing strip. 

Perhaps because of its distance from 
the mainland and the relatively few man- 
grove cayes here, Lighthouse Reef offers 
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® > Location 
q -Belize—all 8,866 
; square miles of it— 


lies at the western edge of the 
Caribbean Sea, bordered on 


the north by Mexico’s Yucatan 


Peninsula and on the west and 
south by Guatemala. The 
country is just 180 miles long 
and 68 miles across at its 
widest point. 


Topography 
Belize lies flat in the 
north and on the 


coast, but rises to more than 
3,000 feet above sea level in 
the Maya Mountains in the 
south and west. Tropical 
forests cover much of the 
mountains and reach into the 
western and northern sec- 
tions of Belize. Off the coast, 
but inside the protective barri- 
er reef are more than 200 
cayes, ranging from some the 
size of a regulation basketball 
court to Ambergris Caye, 
which is 25 miles long and 
four-and-a-half miles across at 
its widest point. Outside the 
reef lie three of the Carib- 
bean’s four atolls. 


Climate 
Belize’s climate is 
subtropical, which 


means pretty comfortable 
year-round, especially on the 
coast, cayes and atolls where 
ocean breezes moderate hot 
summer temps. During the 
summer, expect highs in the 
mid-80Fs and lows in the low 
to mid-70Fs. Winter is just a 
bit cooler, with highs in the 
low 80Fs and lows in the mid- 
to high 60Fs. Belize’s wet sea- 
son stretches from June to 
November—take this into 
consideration, and be pre- 
pared to sit out a day or two 
of diving if you travel during 
the summer, especially to the 
atolls, which lie outside the 
protective barrier reef. The 
south gets more than twice 
as much rain as the north, 
with Punta Gorda recording 
as much as 190 inches ina 
single year. 


Water 
Temperatures 
Consistently warm, 
from the high 70Fs in winter 
to the mid-80Fs in summer. 
“yr Visibility 
. Water clarity varies, 

with the best visibili- 
ty occurring in late spring 
and summer. On the barrier 
reef and atolls, you’ll often 
find visibility of 100 feet or 
greater, but rough weather 
and plankton can lower it to 
50 feet or less. 

Language 

Belize is a former 

British holding and 
English is still the official lan- 
guage. The spoken language 
of choice for many Belizeans, 
however, is Creole, which is 
never written. Spanish is also 
widely spoken. 
: Currency 
The Belizean dollar 
Be (Bze$) trades at 
Bze$2 to US$I. U.S. curren- 
cy, credit cards and traveler’s 
checks are accepted through- 
out the country, but you’ll 
need Belizean money for 
some vendors and restau- 
rants. Most prices are quoted 
in Belizean dollars, but make 
sure before you order the 











most expensive entrée on the 


menu—some prices, especial- 
ly at tourist resorts, are quot- 
ed in U.S. dollars. 


Electricity 
o 110/220 volts AC. 

Documents 
= Visitors to Belize 

must have a passport 
and a return or ongoing tick- 
et. Citizens of the United 
States, Canada, Mexico, the 
United Kingdom and most 
European countries do not 
need a visa. 

Getting There 

Three airlines offer 
Xs flights from the 
United States to Philip S.W. 
Goldson International Air- 
port in Ladyville, a 20-minute 
taxi ride from Belize City. 





American Airlines (800-433- 
7300) offers flights from Dal- 
las/Fort Worth and Miami. 
Continental (800-23 1 -0856) 
flies from Houston, and the 
Central American carrier 
Taca Airlines (800-535-8780) 
offers flights from Houston, 
New Orleans, Miami, Los 
Angeles, New York Kennedy 
and Washington Dulles. Be 
sure to save US$I5 for the 
airport departure tax on 
your way home. 

Getting 
Around 

Because of unpre- 
dictable road conditions, the 
best way to get around Belize 
is often by plane, on one of 
the national carriers. Maya 
Airways (2-31348) offers the 
most extensive flight schedule 
with service to Belize Interna- 
tional, Belize City Municipal 
Airport, San Pedro on 
Ambergris Caye, Corozal, 
Caye Caulker, Dangriga, Big 
Creek and Punta Gorda. 
Island Air (2-31 140) and Trop- 
ic Air (800-422-3435) both 
offer flights to San Pedro on 
Ambergris Caye from Belize 
International and Belize City 
Municipal airports. 

In Case of 
Emergency 

The only recompres- 
sion chamber in Belize is in 
San Pedro (2-6285 1). 

For More 
Information 
Moon Publications’ 
Belize Handbook, by Chicki 
Mallan, is an indispensable 
resource for anyone traveling 
in the country, especially if 
you plan to leave the dive 
resort areas to explore. Ned 
Middleton’s excellent Diving 
Belize (Aqua Quest Publica- 
tions) is chock-full of site-spe- 
cific diving info. Also check 
out the Belize Online 
Tourism Guide at 
www.belize.com. For more 
information, call the Belize 
Tourist Board in the U.S. at 
(800) 624-0686. 
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the best and most consistent 
visibility among the atolls. It 
also offers one of the healthiest 
and most abundant reef sys- 
tems in the entire Caribbean. 
The Blue 


DIVE SITES | The Blue 


most perfectly circular opening 
measures nearly a quarter-mile 
across the sandy seafloor of 
the Lighthouse Reef lagoon. 
Don’t expect lush reef life in 
this collapsed subterranean 
cave (with little water 
exchange, there’s not enough 
oxygen to support much 
marine life), and don’t expect 
long bottom times. Do expect 
a series of limestone ledges and 
overhangs and a tour of a 
monstrous cavern that features 
stalactites, stalagmites and 
limestone columns—some 20 
feet tall—at 130 to 140 feet. 
Because of the depth and time 
limits, beginning and interme- 
diate divers should stay away 
from the cavern. 

> Because of its unique posi- 
tion on the reef, Half Moon 
Caye provides protection for 
the only sheltered site on the 
ocean side of any of the three atolls. 
Above water, Half Moon Caye is a natu- 
ral monument, established in 1982 to 
protect the small island’s population of 
red-footed boobies. Below water, Half 
Moon Caye Wall is one of the most spec- 
tacular dive sites in Belize. Starting at 15 
feet, a vibrant shallow reef topped by 
staghorn and other hard corals drops 
down to a stretch of sand that is home to 
a populous colony of garden eels. Beyond 
the eels is a vertical outcropping of coral, 
the back side of the wall. Topping the 
crest, the bottom drops out and you’ll 
find yourself on a wall that is beyond ver- 
tical in places and is punctuated by coral 
pinnacles. The top of the wall is crowded 
with angelfish, butterflies, blue tangs and 
large squirrelfish flitting among brain, 
star and lettuce corals. A little deeper 
you'll find Nassau grouper and below 
that, enormous jewfish. But turn toward 
the blue to find the guests of honor. Regu- 
lar pelagic visitors include turtles, 
whitetip, blacktip, bull and lemon sharks, 
spotted eagle rays and the occasional 
manta. 

me On the opposite side of the atoll, Silver 
Caves is named for tunnels filled with mil- 
lions of silversides. And at a shallow site 
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called the Cathedral, you’ll find queen 
triggers, creole wrasse, green morays, 
azure vase and strawberry sponges more 
vivid than a stained-glass window. 


ACCOMMODATIONS) "he only resort 


on Lighthouse 
Reef is the Lighthouse Reef Resort, which 
offers air-conditioned cottages and cabanas 
on a private island with its own airstrip. 


> 


Glover’s Reef Atoll is the most over- 
looked of Belize’s atolls, not because of 
any scarcity of great diving, but because it 
takes a little longer to get here. Although 
closer to the mainland than Lighthouse 
Reef, Glover’s is farther from the dive 
boat and live-aboard docks in San Pedro 
and Belize City. In some ways, Glover’s is 
the wild frontier of Belize diving. 

The most southerly of Belize’s atolls is 
nearly uninhabited and is circled by 40 
miles of underexplored reef, including 
drop-offs to 2,000 feet and an 80-square- 
mile shallow lagoon with more than 700 
patch reefs. Dolphins, turtles and spotted 
eagle rays can be seen year-round and from 
December to May, manta rays gather at 
Manta Reef. Two residents of Glover’s 


TRUS T 


Reef—one benign, one not so 
benign—are as thick here as 
anywhere else in the world: 
boxy, pucker-lipped trunkfish 
below water and ravenous no- 
see-ums above water. Don’t for- 


get the bug spray. 
The reeftop 


DIVE SITES 01 
at Gorgonia’s 


Gallery starts at 40 feet and 
the wall for which this site is 
named drops into the abyss, 
covered by a profusion of 
deepwater sea fans perched on 
the wall’s edge filtering the cur- 
rent. Wide shingles of sheet 
coral cascade down the wall, 
tended by schools of creole 
wrasse, rainbow runners and 
big trunkfish. 

> At Hole in the Wall, divers 
enter a tunnel often packed 
with silversides at 50 feet and 
exit onto a spectacular wall 
face at 80 feet. 

> Chubby groupers and svelte 
barracuda come together on the 
wall at Grouper Gulch, along 
with turtles and nurse sharks. 

> Another good site for 
searching out nurse sharks is 
the thicket of elkhorn and 
other hard corals at Elkhorn Forest. Also 
look for lobsters, moray eels and Nassau 
grouper on this shallow dive. 


ACCOMMODATIONS) Manta Resort, 


at the southern 
end of the atoll, is your only option for 
full-service accommodations at Glover’s 
Reef. Situated on a private 12-acre caye, 
the resort is a collection of private 
cabanas and a restaurant/bar built over 
the lagoon. Manta picks up guests in 
Belize City every Saturday for the two- 
and-a-half-hour ride to the atoll. It’s 
about as away-from-it-all as you can get 
and still have electricity. Island Expedi- 
tions (800-667-1630), an adventure out- 
fitter specializing in Belize travel, offers 
diving and camping expeditions to its 
base camp on Southwest Caye. 


> 


A hundred miles south of Belize City—a 
40-minute plane ride—lies the breathtak- 
ingly short red-dirt runway of Placencia 
Peninsula, the last outpost of diving in 
Belize. Hanging like a loose thread from 
the mainland, the peninsula is scheduled 
to become an island during the next hur- 
ricane. It’s (Continued on page 101) 
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RESORTS/HOTELS 


Journey’s End (Ambergris Caye) 

(800) 460-5665, fax (713) 780-1726 * e-mail 
jornyend@neosoft.com * Learn to dive at Journey's 
End Resort. Casual comfort, watersports activities 
included, freshwater pool. Completely renovated with 
a state-of-the-art dive facility, conference center and 
dive and family packages, along with children’s 
activities. Call to find out what’s new at Journey’s End. 


Kitty’s Place (Placencia) 

(888) 445-4889, fax (O11) 501-6-23226 * e-mail 
kittys@btl.net * Small, casual beach resort. Great 
food. Diving, snorkeling, fishing, kayaking, river tours, 
jungle tours, Mayan ruins and more. Reasonable rates. 
Families welcome! 


Ramon’s Village (Ambergris Caye) 

(800) 624-4215, (601) 649-1990, fax (601) 649-1996 » 
internet http://www.ramons.com * A beachside island 
paradise. Palm-thatched cabanas, scuba diving, fishing 
and snorkeling. Home to Joe Miller’s Photo Pro 
Center. Experience the ultimate dive adventure 
aboard the Miss Gina, featuring one-day trips to Blue 
Hole, Lighthouse Reef and Turneffe Atoll. Explore the 
jungle and Mayan ruins. 


Rum Point Inn/Rum Point Divers (Placencia) 
(800) 747-1381, (O11) 501-6-23239, fax (O11) 501-6- 
23240 * e-mail rupel@btl.net * 10 uniquely sculpted 
cabanas on the sea. Mairf house includes library, dining 
room, gift shop, bar and hammock-hung verandah. 
Full-service dive shop for scuba and snorkel trips to 
the cayes and reef. Other trips available upon request. 


Soulshine Resort (Placencia) 

(800) 890-6082, (203) 767-2361, fax (860) 767-7914 
internet http:/Awww.soulshine.com ¢ Private island resort. 
Individual spacious cabanas with microwave, refrigerator, 
TV and VCR. Gourmet restaurant. Caribbean bar. 
Swimming pool, volleyball, kayaking, sailing, sunset 
cruises, diving, fishing, Monkey River jungle trip, Mayan 
ruins, manatee tours. Personable, friendly staff. 


Turneffe Flats (Turneffe Atoll) 

(800) 815-1304, (605) 578-7540, fax (605) 578-7540 » 
e-mail flats@blackhills.com * Quality, personalized 
diving from our private resort on the Turneffe Atoll. 
Dive the entire Turneffe Atoll as well as the Blue Hole 
and other sites on Lighthouse Reef. All new, air- 
conditioned guest accommodations, great food and 
friendly service. World-class fishing, nonactivity and 
Explorer packages also available. 


Victoria House Resort (Ambergris Caye) 
(800) 247-5159, (504) 865-0717, fax (504) 865-0718 =» 
e-mail victoria@bze.com ° internet 
http://www.belize.com/victoriahouse.html * An 
intimate tropical hideaway nestled between 
picturesque beaches lining azure waters and groves of 
coconut trees on Ambergris Caye. 29 rooms with a 
variety of amenities from casitas to luxury villas. 
Restaurant, bar and full-service dive shop with PADI 
instruction and equipment rentals. 


Windy Hill Resort (Maya Mountains) 

(800) WINDY-95 « e-mail windyhill@btl.net » Windy 
Hill Resort is a full-service establishment offering the 
finest in Belizean hospitality. From our affordable 
cottages and delicious home-cooked meals, to our fleet 
of well-maintained tour vehicles and our remarkable 
staff, we will make your visit to Belize a memorable one. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


Belize Aggressor IIll/Aggressor Fleet 

(800) 348-2628, (504) 385-2628, fax (504) 384-0817 » 
e-mail divboat@aol. com ¢ internet http://www. 
aggressor.com * Aggressor Fleet proudly introduces 
the Belize Aggressor Ill. This 120-foot vessel features a 
partially shaded sundeck with wet bar and hot tub, 
staterooms with private baths, individual climate 
controls and TV/VCRs, and a wide dive platform with 
separate nitrox system. Charter price is $1,495 per 


person and includes 5 !/2 days of unlimited diving. 


Rembrandt van Rijn/Oceanwide Expeditions 
(800) 453-SAIL, (713) 591-1616, fax (713) 591-1082 
e-mail oceanwh@infohwy.com * Oceanwide 
Expeditions is the U.S. representative for the 
Rembrandt van Rijn, a |84-foot luxury live-aboard, fully 
air-conditioned, private bath. Capacity: 32 passengers, 
maximum 20 divers. Itinerary: Every Saturday out of 
Belize City. The only live-aboard to cover all three 
atolls. Rates start at $1,245 per diver. Includes 
transfers, diving, meals and accommodations. 


Wave Dancer/Peter Hughes Diving 

(800) 9 DANCER, (305) 669-9391, fax (305) 669- 
9475 * e-mail dancer@winnet.net ¢ This |20-foot 
vessel cruises the offshore atolls of Belize. This luxury 
vessel offers all of the quality services you have come 
to expect from a Peter Hughes live-aboard, including 
air-conditioned staterooms with en suite facilities, sit- 
down dining, morning coffee service and more. The 
Wave Dancer also offers nitrox and nitrox certification. 


DIVE OPERATORS 


Adventures in Watersports (San Pedro, 
Ambergris Caye) 

(800) 648-8990 * Adventures in Watersports will take 
care of all your vacation needs. They specialize in dive 
education, reef diving, Blue Hole trips, mainland tours 
and a variety of other trips. Dive packages are available 
through Changes in Latitudes Bed & Breakfast, with 
prices ranging from $471.50 to $686 (April |6-Dec. 
15) or $521 to $785 (Dec. 16-April 15). 


Belize Diving Services (Caye Caulker) 

(800) 382-7776 + Belize Diving Services offers a full- 
service dive shop with NAUI and PADI instructors. 
Larger boats and small groups. Diving on the barrier 
reef, Turneffe and Lighthouse Atolls, plus the famous 
Blue Hole. Inexpensive packages including airfare, 
hotel and diving available. Come dive with us today! 


Bottom Time Dive (San Pedro, Ambergris 
Caye) and BZ Travel Service 

(800) 382-7776 * Bottom Time Dive Shop has five dive 
boats that visit a variety of sites, including Tres Cocos, 
Cypress Canyons, Punta Azul, Punta Arena, Victoria 
Tunnels, Tackle Box and Blue Hole. They also book 
Belize live-aboards. Packages are offered through various 
hotels with the best buy being 7 nights, 6 days diving and 
airfare for $670 per person, dbl. occ. Bottom Time and 
BZ Travel know Belize, so call for a quote on your trip. 


DIVE TRAVEL SPECIALISTS 


Armadillo Tours International 

(800) 284-5678, fax (512) 328-7521 * Experience 
Belize from the bottom (diving) to the top (touring). 
ATI offers diving at prime sites, including Ambergris, 
Black Bird Caye, Turneffe Atoll, Placencia and more. 
Combine this with a tour to the wonders of inland 
pine forests, jungles, Mayan ruins and natural pools 
and waterfalls. Ask for our brochure. 


BZ Travel Service 
(800) 382-7776 * See Bottom Time Dive Shop and 
Belize Diving Services. 


Caradonna Caribbean Tours Inc. 

(800) 328-2288, (407) 774-9000 * e-mail 
caradonna@aol.com ° internet http://www.carad 
onna.com * Caradonna Caribbean Tours offers a wide 
variety of dive packages and accommodation choices 
in Belize. From quaint beachfront hotels to the more 
spacious condominium complexes. Let us help plan 
your Belize getaway whether it be to the barrier reef 
or to the natural beauty and treasures of the mainland. 


Dive Tours 

(800) 433-0885, fax (713) 680-2306 * e-mail 
divetours@aol.com * Dive Tours is a full-service travel 
wholesale company specializing in dive and adventure 
travel. Offering the very best in destination, resorts, 
operators and carriers. Dive Tours is the officially 


appointed wholesaler for Continental Airlines, 
Cayman Airways and many other airlines. Insure your 
best possible price and call us before you buy. 


Experience The Adventure Tours 

(800) 815-5019, (305) 267-6644, fax (305) 261-6648 
Dive adventure package. Best rates and connecting 
flights. Discount packages including taxes and 
transfers: Ambergris Caye, flight, 7 nights, 5 days of 
diving, $850; St. Georges Caye, St. Georges Lodge, 
flight, 3 daily meals, 7 nights, 3 tanks boat dive/night 
dive, $1,550. The only nitrox center in Belize. Glovers 
Reef, Turneffe Island, Lighthouse Reef, Placencia Mayan 
ruins, jungle, caves and more. 


Island Dreams Travel 

(800) 346-61 16, (713) 973-9300, fax (713) 973-8585 » 
Island Dreams’ worldwide scuba, snorkeling and 
adventure travel—including Cozumel, Cayman Islands, 
Belize, Bonaire, Roatan and Honduras. Pacific 
specialties include Fiji, Australia, Indonesia, Solomon 
Islands, Vanuatu, Malaysia, Borneo and Sipadan. Island 
Dreams represents Belize’s finest hotels, dive 
operators and dedicated dive resorts, with discount 
fares on TACA and Continental Airlines. 


Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas 

(800) 327-6709, (305) 373-3331, fax (305) 371-2337 
e-mail maduro@netpoint.net * Dive travel wholesaler 
with more than 50 years of dive travel experience 
offering dive trips to select dive destinations in 22 
countries. Low-cost air and land dive packages to 
Belize from all over North America. 8-day/7-night dive 
packages with airfare from $964. 


Maya World Tours 

(800) 392-6292, (561) 477-4848, fax (561) 477-4879 » 
e-mail sales@mayatour.com °¢ internet http://maya 
tour.com « Dive and adventure travel specialists for 
Belize, the Bay Islands and Central America. 
Discounted dive packages, airfares, resorts, condos and 
beach house rentals, as well as tours to Mayan sites and 
rain forests. Belize/Bay Islands combo, reef and rain 
forest pkg. 


Oceanwide Expeditions 
(800) 453-SAIL, (713) 591-1616, fax (713) 591-1082 ¢ e- 
mail oceanwh@infohwy.com * See Rembrandt van Rijn. 


Scuba Travel Ventures 

(800) 298-9009, fax (619) 258-5409 + Dive and travel 
experts, specializing in the Bay Islands, Belize, Mexico 
and other international destinations. Individual, group 
and escorted trips. Experience our complete customer 
service, we can handle all phases of your travel. Benefit 
from our dive knowledge and experience. “Life is 
complicated, vacations shouldn't be.” 


Tropical Adventures Travel 

(800) 247-3483, (206) 441-3483, fax (206) 441-5431 ° 
e-mail 103520.2014@compuserv.com * This 22-year- 
old company was selected by Rodale’s readers as 
North America’s #1 favorite dive travel specialist in 
1994 and 1995. Eighteen years of Belize experience 
representing all the best diving resorts and live-aboard 
vessels. Plus inland eco tours. Plus discounted airfares. 
Customized packages. “One Call Does It All’ 


RESTAURANTS 


The Grill (Belize City) 

(O11) 501-2-34201 * Fine and casual dining in Belize’s 
best-known restaurant. Full menu and bar. Lunches 
and dinners. Dinner entrées from $7.50 to $18 U.S. 
Major credit cards accepted. A two-minute walk from 
the Ramada and a five-minute cab ride from the 
Radisson. Come discover why we're the favorite 
restaurant of divers and nondivers alike. 


TOURISM 


Belize Tourist Board 

(800) 624-0686, (212) 563-601 I, fax (212) 563-6033 ° 
Belize ... undiscovered, unspoiled crown jewel of the 
Caribbean. Call or fax us for free information. 
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“A Barefoot Adventure” 





After a six-month renovation 
process you can now enjoy 
the dive vacation of a lifetime. 


Call to find out what’s new a | 
at Journey's End! ae aR aaa fe t we 


~ % Placencia, Belize 
800-460-5665 at . ) Central America 
phone 713-780-1566 . 


fax 713-780-1726 1-800-747-1381 


Located on Ambergris Caye, Belize ; 
Dive Shop on Site Fax 011-501-6-23240 - e-mail: rupel@btl.net 
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PLACENCEA, BELIZE 
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LOCATED ON A PRIVATE ISLAND 
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aie Caye, Belize 
AVizia"adalialemagelan open-water scuba courses, reef div- 
Tale ium 2410 (=eel a (O)(=memelA'dl ale fm dolec=> Colluiale Mm) al-| a @mm-lale Mm eV, 

‘encounters; relaxing snorkeling trips, Mayan ruins 
and manatee encounters. We have it all. Best prices 
and best service in town. 


FOR DIRECT BOOKINGS: Peo. y > #< 
Phone: 011-501-26-3706 - Fax:011-501-26-3707 MNES hie Cove, Belice 
Packages: 1-800-648-8990 eve eV GINS Cave, Deli2zc 

E-mail: ADBVWTRSPTS@BTL.NET Call 1-SOO-Magic 15 «. 601-649-1990 
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Come see why Belize is one of the 7 Underwater Wonders of the World. 
BELIZE TOURIST BOARD ° 1-800-624-0686 


421 7th Avenue - Suite 701 - New York, NY 10001 - (212) 563-6011 - Fax (212) 563-6033 
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BELIZE’S PREMIER DIVE FACILITY 


Belize Dive Center & Luxury Villas 


SUPER VALUE PACKAGE 


NOVEMBER 3:1- MARCH, 1997 


ep lp Boy Ee 


8 days/7 nights, 5 days diving/2 tanks per day 


$1,350 »00 


8 days/7 nights, 3 days diving/2 tanks per day 
2 day blue hole trip/Manta IV, 5 wall dives/5 meals 


PACKAGES ALSO INCLUDE: 
e Air Miami/Houston/New Orleans 
> Belize/San Pedro round-trip alr 
> All taxes, service charges, included 


800-938-0860 


PHONE: 954-938-0860 FAX: 954-772-0737 
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Absolute Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


Your satisfaction is important to all of us at Rodale’s 
Scuba Diving. The information below answers some 
of the most commonly asked questions and tells you 
how to reach us for prompt, courteous attention. 
Should you ever experience a problem with your 
subscription, please let us know right away. 













QUESTIONS ABOUT 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? 
Call us toll-free (U.S. and Canada.) 


1-800-666-0016 


or E-Mail us > scubadivdm@aol.com 
or Write us > Rodale’s Scuba Diving 
P.O. Box 7589 - Red Oak, IA 51591-0589 







WHY DIDI RECEIVE A SECOND BILL? 
If you receive a bill or renewal notice soon after 
mailing in your payment or order, disregard the 
duplicate notice. Our letters simply crossed in the 
mail. (However, if you continue to receive bills or 
renewal notices, let us know.) 
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The 184-foot Rembrandt is a new luxury live-aboard in 
Belize. All cabins are air-conditioned and have a pri- 
vate bath. The Rembrandt is currently the only live- 
aboard with an itinerary that includes all three atolls of 
Belize, Southern Belize and the Barrier Reef. 


OCEANWIDE EXPEDITIONS 
EF) 1-800-453-7245 
SE 


PHONE: 713-591-1616/FAX 713-591-1082 
E-MAIL: oceanwh@infohwy.com 


CIRCLE NO. 91 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Get your Official T-shirt! 


(\BADIVING vis 


THE MAGAZINE DIVERS TRUST 


CHECK or MONEY ORDER mall to: 
' RSD T-shirts, 6600 Abercorn Street, 
STE 208, Savannah, GA 31405. Make 
_ check payable to Rodale’s Scuba 
NG Diving and include your name, 
address, and daytime phone on a separate 


yp) BM 


piece of paper. Specify size(s) and quantities. 


(912) 3555-5244 


VISA OR MASTERCARD ORDERS 
SHIPPING & HANDLING—S4 PLUS 
$1 EACH ADDITIONAL SHIRT 


100% COTTON, 
HANES BEEFY-T, 
AVAILABLE IN 
LOR XL. 
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; PHOTO MONTAGE BY GEOFF STEVENS 


NICK VEDROS / TONY STONE IMAGES 


The good old-fashioned, all-American family vacation ain't what it 


a 
used to be. Here are the new rules. 4 Nick Tk: 
one of us has our own memories of the y y 
family vacation of old—I remember my brother and me butting heads 
like rams and frying like ants under a magnifying glass in our un-air-con- 


itioned Buick. But our definition of the family has changed in the ’90s, and 
g with it, the family vacation. 
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GREG JOHNSTON 


Unfortunately, kids still fight when put together in a car, but air-conditioning 


is more prevalent and hand-held video games have reduced the head-butting. 


The station wagon is a rusting, antiquated icon, while the mini-van and jumbo 


jet cart us off to far-flung adventures. And for many families reading this maga- 


zine, the trip to Grandma’s has been augmented by a trip to Grand Cayman. 


It’s a big world out there, and getting the whole gang to agree on where to go 


is about as difficult as agreeing on who controls the remote. Here’s where we can 


help. These family-friendly destinations and resorts were selected on the basis of 


two criteria: (1) great diving 
for adults and teens and (2) 
supervised activities for kids 
under 12. We can’t, however, 
stop your kids from asking, 
“Are we there yet?” 


Homes Away 
From Home 


ARUBA 


Location» Extreme southern Caribbean, 15 
miles off Venezuela. Flight time» Two to 
two-and-a-half hours from Miami. 
Weather» Dry and sunny year-round, with 
little rainfall and constant trade winds. 
90Fs in summer, 80Fs in winter. Documents 
needed» A valid passport or birth certifi- 
cate. For U.S. citizens, a voter registration 
card with photo ID will work. You'll love 
Wreck diving off some of the finest and 
longest beaches in the Caribbean. Aruba’s 
first 18-hole golf course, Tierra del Sol, 
which opened last year. The new 46-shop 
mall and colorful nightlife of the capital 
Oranjestad. Casinos, casinos, casinos. The 
kids will lovee Frolicking on the beach and 
collecting seashells. A voyage aboard an 
Atlantis submarine 150 feet below the sur- 
face. Bring a reef fish identification book 
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MARK M. LAWRENCE 





along for a great learning experience. And, if your kids aren’t 
keen on snorkeling, have them hone their swimming skills or 
enroll them in windsurfing lessons. 


Aruba Sonesta Resort & Casino 

(800) SONESTA 

The resort offers family packages that include breakfast, T-shirts, 
beach picnic on a private island and daily supervised children’s 
activities for families with up to two children under 18. Water- 
sports packages through Red Sail Sports are also available. 
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Hyatt Regency Aruba 

(800) 233-1234 

Offers Camp Hyatt for kids with 25 percent off watersports, in 
addition to family packages with Red Sail Sports. Packages from 
$615 per person, double occupancy. 


La Cabana Beach Resort 

(800) 835-7193 

Club Cabana Nana caters to children ages five through 12. 
Activities include beach games, pool deck games and mini pool 
Olympics. One-week minimum for enrollment in the club. 


BAHANAS 
Location> 50 miles off Florida’s Atlantic coast. Flight time» Less 


than an hour from Florida. Weather» Summers can be hot and 
humid, in the 90Fs during the day. Winters are cool, in the 70Fs 
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during the day and 60Fs at night. Documents needed» U.S. and 
Canadian citizens need a copy of a birth certificate, legal photo 
ID and a return or ongoing ticket. All others must carry a valid 
passport. You'll love» Electrifying shark dives, like the ones at 
UNEXSO, Stuart Cove’s and Stella Maris. Enjoying the casinos 
and glitzy nightlife on Nassau and Freeport, or letting time stand 
still on Out Islands beaches. The Kids will love» Jean-Michel 
Cousteau’s Out Islands Snorkeling Adventures, eco-oriented 
guided snorkeling excursions offered by more than 30 resorts on 
10 islands. The aquariums of Coral Island, the Junkanoo Muse- 
um and dolphin encounters. The variety of children’s programs 
at the major hotels on New Providence, Paradise Island and 
Grand Bahama. Resorts on Andros and Long Island offer activi- 
ties for the kids and a slower pace for mom and dad. 


Atlantis Paradise Island Resort and Casino 
Paradise Island / (800) 821-3000 

Camp Paradise caters to children ages five through 12. Full-day 
($45 per child), half-day ($30) or nighttime ($30) programs fea- 
ture swimming, beachgoing, watersports, movies, games and 
cartoons. Kids under 17 stay free; tots under five eat free. 


Bahamas Princess Resort & Casino 
Grand Bahama / (800) 223-1818 


Camp Seashells, for ages five and up, is complimentary in the 








- morning, and $15 per child in the afternoon and evening. Activi- 


ties include volleyball, ping-pong, raft relay races, arts and crafts 
and water basketball. Clams on the Halfshell program also 
available for toddlers under five. 


Club Med Eleuthera 

Eleuthera / (800) CLUB-MED 

This resort on Eleuthera caters primarily to families, with Baby 
Club for toddlers 12 to 23 months, Kids Clubs for children two 
to 11 years and a sailing school for ages six and up. Also offered 
is a “Scuba Experience” for ages four to seven and scuba diving 
in a “natural pool” at the marina for ages eight to 12. 


Forte Nassau Beach Hotel 

New Providence / (800) 327-8150, (954) 462-3400 

Camp Funtastic includes play area, tree house, theatre, petting zoo, 
enclosed beach, swimming pool, learning center and soccer field for 
$15 per child, per day. Kids under 12 stay free with two parents. 


Lucayan Beach Resort 

Grand Bahama / (800) 992-DIVE, (954) 351-8889 

Free activities for kids include dance lessons, pool and beach 
games, mini Olympics and shell collecting. Children 12 and 
under stay free with their parents. 


Nassau Marriott Resort & Crystal Palace Casino 
New Providence / (800) 228-9290 

The Marriotter Kid’s Klub for kids ages two and up consists of 
daily supervised activities, including scavenger hunts, beach 
activities, and arts and crafts, as well as lunch and dinner. The 
cost is $25 for the four-hour program ($15 for each additional 








child), $30 for the eight-hour program ($20 for additional children). Rode under 
18 stay free. 


Mekton Pilot 

Live-aboard / (800) 899-6753, 

(954) 463-9324 

Nekton offers free certification for 
anyone over 12, and kids 16 and 
under get 25 percent off their cruise 
fare. Onboard activities include 
snorkeling and swimming, kayaking, 
a jacuzzi, inner tube rides and watch- 
ing videos. Evenings are dedicated to 
fun and educational presentations on 
fish and coral identification. 


Paradise Island Fun Club 
Paradise Island / (800) 952-2426 

Kids 11 and under stay, play and eat 
for free when accompanied by two 
paying adults. Camp Fun Club is 
offered for kids, including activities 
like arts and crafts, movies, beach 
activities, dancing and, if they’re not 
too young, free scuba lessons. 





BAHAMAS’ RESORTS ARE FAMILY-FRIENDLY. 


Pirate's Cove Holiday Inn 

Paradise Island / (800) HOLIDAY 

This Holiday Inn features the KidsSpree Vacation Club, offering daily activities 
for kids ages four through 11. Children under 19 stay in their parents’ room free. 


Radisson Cable Beach Casino and Golf Resort 
New Providence / (800) 333-3333 


One child stays and eats free with one adult member of the all-inclusive package. 
Camp Junkanoo offers daily entertainment for kids ages three through 12. 


Small Hope Bay Lodge 

Andros / (800) 223-6961 

The resort offers nature- and outdoor-based activities for kids, including snorkel- 
ing, volleyball, bicycling, windsurfing, sailing, fishing and exploring. All-inclu- 
sive packages include complimentary scuba lessons for everyone aged 12 and up. 
Babysitting is free from 6 until 8:30 p.m. 


Stella Maris 

Long Island / (800) 426-0466 

The resort offers Jean-Michel Cousteau’s Out Islands Snorkeling Adventure for 
$240 per person, and includes instruction, guidebooks, excursions, a set of fins, 
mask and snorkel. Children under three stay free. Also offered are villas and bun- 
galows with reduced pricing on one- through four-week “self-catered” vacations. 


Location> Western Caribbean. Flight time> Two hours from Miami. Weathere Mild 
year-round, 90Fs in summer, 70Fs in winter. Documents needed» A valid passport. 
You'll love> The romantic seclusion of the outer islands, including Guanaja and 
Cayos Cochinos. Nature trails and secluded beaches, fishing on Utila. Well- 
established dive resorts and some of the lushest reefs in the Caribbean. The kids will 
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> Good family vac 


ning your dive vacation careful : d 


ence between a lousy trip and a wondertl one. 


Include your children in the decision-making process 
and research. They will enjoy the vacation more as 
well as develop self-confidence. 

> Dig deeper. When you've decided on a destination, © 
find out more about the country and its culture as a 
family-—whether it be through books, videos or by 
perusing the internet. _ 

> Enter the dive travel specialist. if you’re considering 
booking the trip through a dive travel specialist, call 
one before you decide where to go. A travel agent 
may provide insights, opinions and research materials 
that you might not have considered. 

> Think family. Choose a destination that offers some- 
thing for the whole clan—not just the grown-ups. A 
mix of historical attractions, tours, cultural events 

and sports will create an enjoyable, educational vaca- 
tion. Save the one-palm-tree island for a romantic 
getaway with the significant other. 

> Try the one-fight theory. if traveling with small chil- 
dren pushes your patience, consider islands that you 
can get to on a nonstop flight from a U.S. gateway city 
like Miami, Houston, New York or Los Angeles. Some 
one-flight destinations include Aruba, Bahamas, _ 
Bermuda, Bonaire, Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Oahu, 
Puerto Rico, Roatan and the Virgin Islands. 

> Single parents, double duty. Don’t make your first 
trip as a single parent to Micronesia. Start off close to 
home, then work your way to the Caribbean and 
beyond. When making reservations, ask about spe- 
cial family rates for parents traveling alone. To help | 
share costs and provide company, consider traveling 
with another single-parent family or take a cruise. 

> Make some arrangements. Make plans for child care 
programs and babysitting services when you make 
reservations. Find out who is providing the service, _ 
whether it’s employees of the resort, child-care staff 

or contracted specialists. Ask about the resort’s insur- 
ance, the staff’s experience and their training in CPR. 
> Consider an all-inclusive resort. There are some all- 
inclusive resorts that cater primarily to families. Des- 
tinations with a plethora of all-inclusives include 
Jamaica, the Lesser Antilles and the Dominican : 
Republic. These family resorts offer activities geared 
toward both children and adults—all for one set price. 
> Consider contios or villas. Villas are a good idea 
because of the freedom they afford. They are cost- 
effective for large families or for two families sharing _ 
one place. Villas with kitchens help your budget: self- 
prepared meals are TO than eating out, and tip- — 
pingis optional. - 
> Consider a cruise. A. growing suneber of cruise — 


| companies offer an array of scuba packages. This i isa 


great way to get in some diving while ensuring that _ 


| the kids are OK. Princess Cruises offers a New Waves _ ae 


program, which includes snorkeling instruction and — 


. | PADI certification. Contact your travel agent.. 
> Consider roughing it. If your dive vacation plans 


include a road trip to destinations in the United States 
and Canada, think about camping to heighten the out- 


_ door experience. (See “Camp ’N’ Dive,” page 29.) 


> Shop around. Check for hotels that allow kids to 

stay free if they’re under a certain age. Seme resorts 
also have kids-eat-free programs. 

> Call aheatl. Some places require a minimum num- 


ber of kids to enroll before they will operate their chil- 


dren’s program at any given time. Call the hotel to 
check participation during your vacation dates. Enroll 
your kids in the program when making reservations. — 


KEEPING AN EYE ON THE KIDS AT SAND DOLLAR RESORT IN BONAIRE. 


lave The Institute of Marine Sciences’ dolphin encounter, where 
you can snorkel with the bottlenosed variety at Bailey’s Key on 
Roatan for $75. Multi-day excursions to rain forest parks and 
whitewater rafting trips on the mainland. 


Anthony's Key Resort 

Roatan / (800) 227-3483 

The resort offers a Summer Dolphin Camp in conjunction with 
the Institute for Marine Sciences for children ages eight to 14. 
Kids feed and pet dolphins, snorkel and participate in other 
activities. The cost is $500 per child, per week. A babysitting ser- 
vice is available. Kids three and under stay free, and there’s a spe- 
cial rate for those four through 11. 


Bay islands Beach Resort 
Roatan / (800) 4-ROATAN 


Kids under 6 eat and stay for free. Babysitting services are available. 


Fantasy Island Resort 
Roatan / (800) 676-2826 


The resort offers discount children’s rates; $288 per child for a 
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four-night package, $497 for seven nights. Ping-pong tables, 
basketball and tennis courts and swimming pool on site. Water- 
sports include sailing, windsurfing, jet skiing, kayaking and 
waterskiing. Babysitting services are available. 


Utila Lodge 

Utila / (800) 282-8932 

Children under 12 get 50 percent off the all-inclusive package 
price. Unlimited babysitting costs $60 per week, per child. 


Location> Western Atlantic, 650 miles southeast of Cape Hat- 
teras, N.C. Aight time> Two hours from most East Coast gateway 
cities. Weather> Mid-80Fs during the day in summer to 70Fs at 
night. Daytime temps in winter in the 70Fs and the SOFs at 
night. Documents needed> U.S. and Canadian visitors need proof 
of citizenship. All others need a passport. You'll love Diving one 
of the greatest collections of shipwrecks (about 350 total) and 
northernmost coral reef systems in the western hemisphere. 
Pink-sand beaches. Tennis, deep-sea fishing and, according to 
the brochures, “more acreage dedicated to golf per square mile 
than anywhere else.” The kids will love> The Bermuda 
Aquarium, Natural History Museum and Zoo, Crystal 
and Leamington Caves and the Bermuda Maritime 
Museum. 


Elbow Beach Hotel 

(800) 223-7434 

The hotel offers complimentary supervised activities for 
kids ages five through 12. Family packages include a 
glass-bottom boat ride and admission to the Maritime 
Museum and Aquarium. Call for rates. 


Pompano Beach Club 

(800) 843-4155, (508) 358-7787 

Family packages range from $1,485 to $2,080 for four 
nights, to $3,705 to $5,175 for 10 nights. Packages 
include accommodations for up to four people, full 
breakfast and five-course dinner daily, service charge, tax 
and one-day use of snorkeling equipment. 


Location> Southern Caribbean, 50 miles north of South 
America. Flight time» Two-and-a-half hours from 
Miami. Weather> Dry and sunny year-round, with little 
rainfall and constant trade winds. 90Fs in summer, 
80Fs in winter. Documents needed> U.S. and Canadian 
visitors need proof of citizenship and a return ticket; 
all others need a passport. You'll love> Shore diving so 
easy that it will make you forget about the kids. Sou- 
venir hunting and good restaurants in Kralendijk, 
Bonaire’s quaint capital. Nightlife that consists of div- 
ing Town Pier with a flashlight. The kids will love Wash- 
ington-Slagbaai National Park, where they can see 
flamingos, parrots, iguanas and donkeys, all in an arid 
setting bristling with cacti. Family Month, celebrated 
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every August by most resorts, with activities planned with famulies in mind. 
The Guided Snorkeling Program, open to all ages. Warahama Ranch, a dude 
ranch with petting zoo, playground, horse shows, picnic tables, horseback 
riding, mini museum and cactus garden. 


Capt. Don's Habitat 

(800) 327-6708, (305) 373-3331 

Kids 12 and under stay free, ages 13 to 18 stay for half the adult price. Babysit- 
ting and villas with kitchens available. 


Plaza Bonaire 

(800) 766-6016 

The Plaza Resort Bonaire offers a complimentary children’s program for kids 
four through 12. The program, held Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, con- 


sists of watersports, arts and crafts and tours. Babysitters can also be arranged 
for US$8 an hour. 


Sand Dollar Condominium Resort 

(800) 288-4773 

Sand Dollar is about as family-oriented as they come, including multi-bedroom 
condos, free arts and crafts, pool games and movies for kids three through six, 
snorkeling and snorkeling certification for kids aged six through 15, and open- 
water certification at a discounted rate for kids ages 12 through 15. Activities for 
children also include marine biology-related classes. August is family month, 
with activities planned all month long. 


Location» Northeastern Caribbean, where the Greater and Lesser Antilles 
meet. Flight time> Two hours from Miami. Weather» Mid-70Fs in winter to 
mid-80Fs in summer. Trade winds cool down the evenings. Documents needed» 
U.S. and Canadian visitors need proof of citizenship and a return ticket; all 
others need a passport. You'll love Diving the sites you choose at the pace you 
want from a charter boat that you sail. One of the Caribbean’s most 
unspoiled destinations. Diving the RMS Rhone, one of the world’s most 
famous shipwrecks. The kids will love> Shell collecting along the beach at Long 
Bay and Beef Island. Exploring Fort Recovery or hiking Sage Mountain 
National Park, all on Tortola. A swim or snorkel at the Baths on Virgin 
Gorda and a climb to the top of Virgin Gorda Peak. 


The Bitter End Yacht Club 

Virgin Gorda / (800) 872-2392 

This resort offers organized boating, snorkeling and sightseeing 
for children ages six through 16. A special family plan gives 
parents and kids two connecting rooms for the price of one. 


Biras Creek Resort 

Virgin Gorda / (803) 494-3595 

Offers separate room for the kids at a discounted price when 
booking an all-inclusive vacation. Supervised activities for chil- 
dren six and up. The resort is self-contained, with a seaside 
pool, private beach and nature trails. 


Little Dix Bay 

Virgin Gorda / (800) 828-3000 

The Children’s Program is for ages three through 10 and 
includes activities such as nature walks, shell collecting, treasure 
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get the whole family choca out with physical 
and dental exams prior to departure, especially 
| when traveling outside the United States. The 
annual family vacation is a good excuse for your 
_ once-a-year appointments. 

_ Ask your doctor what shots or immuniza- 
ea. you will need, if any. Some shots need to be 
administered weeks in advance, so find out early. 
shite Prepare yourself for any medical emergency 

- that may arise. Check into the health care system 
q of the country or area you plan to visit. Find out if 
faddietoval health insurance is necessary. Learn 
where the hospitals are in relation to your resort. 
ie (For more family vacation medical advice, see 
Dive Medicine, page 98.) 

_» Get the goodies. Using an old backpack or laundry 
_ bag, pack a sack full of toys and distractions for each 
i. kid, including a notebook and pencils for writing and 
drawing, books, cards, small dolls and toys, and a 

_ tape player with books on audiocassette. Also, don’t 
| forget to pack snacks for when kids start to get tired 
and cranly. Include low-mess, dry foods like pret- 

-_zels, nuts, raisins, carrots, apples, cereal and crack- 
ers. You, your children and the people sitting next to 
_ you on the plane will thank you for it. 
> Hello there, sunshine. You can forget to pack 
_ their favorite toys and games, but never forget the 
one ~ sunblock. This is one of the most important things 
a that you bring along for the kids. The water-resis- 
tant stuff is recommended in strengths of SPF 15 

and higher. Also, pack hats and light jackets. 
























hunts, stone painting, Caribbean folk art and literature, and 
musical instrument crafts. The program is $35 per child, per day, 
or $200 per week. A teen program is also available. 


Location> Northwestern Caribbean, between Cuba and Central 
America. Hight time> An hour-and-a-half from Miami. Weathere 
Mild year-round. High 70Fs in winter to low 90Fs in summer. 
Documents needed> U.S., Canadian and British visitors need proof 
of citizenship, photo ID and return ticket; all others need a pass- 
port. You'll lovee Diving some of the most prolific walls in the 
Caribbean, including Little Cayman’s Bloody Bay Wall. The 
choice of restaurants and bars on the Seven Mile Beach strip and 
in George Town. The kids will lover 
Snorkeling and shell collecting on 
calm, shallow Seven Mile Beach. Kids 
of all ages will enjoy feeding the crit- 
ters at Stingray City. A tour down the 
two-mile-long Mastic Trail, through 
woodlands two million years old. 
The Queen Elizabeth II Botanic Park 
and the Cayman Museum. Pirate’s 
Week, a celebration of the islands’ 
seafaring heritage, held every October. 


Hyatt Regency Grand 
Cayman 


(800) 233-1234 

The Hyatt, in conjunction with Red 
Sail Sports, offers a “Dive Into It” 
package, which offers accommoda- 
tions, two-tank dives and one night 
dive. Also included are a sunset sail 
and round of golf. 


Location> Twelve miles off the Yucatan 
Peninsula. Fight time> Two hours from 
Houston. Weather» 200 days of sun- 
shine each year. Mid-70Fs in winter to 
the mid-80Fs in summer. Documents needed> Americans and Cana- 
dians must have proof of citizenship, all others need a passport. 
You'll love High-voltage drift diving in strong currents over dra- 
matic drop-offs. Fiestas in San Miguel, held every Friday and Sat- 
urday night. Palancar Wall, perched on a 3,000-foot drop-off and 
visibility that maxes out at 200 feet. The kids will lover 
Chankanaab National Park, which offers a wildlife sanctuary, 
saltwater lagoon and a botanical garden with more than 400 
species of tropical plants. Touring one of Cozumel’s several small 
Mayan ruins. The Museum of Cozumel, which teaches kids 
about the island’s cultural and natural history, and the Mexican 
Rodeo Show held on Wednesday nights at the Cozumel Arena. 


Paradisus Cozumel 
(800) 336-3542 


The resort’s children’s program is for ages two to 12, and runs 
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from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 3 to 5 p.m. daily. Activities include 
treasure hunts, ecological tours, mini Olympics, fish identifica- 
tion and sand castle building. Babysitting is also available. 


Location> Southern Caribbean. Flight time» Two-and-a-half 
hours from Miami. Weather» Dry and sunny year-round, 
with little rainfall and constant trade winds. 90Fs in summer, 
8OFs in winter. Documents needed» U.S. and Canadian visitors 
need proof of citizenship and a return ticket; all others need a 
passport. You'll love Diving the Superior Producer and 12.5- 
mile-long Curacao National Underwater Park. The island’s 
European flavor, and shopping and dining in bustling 


UNWINDING AT CLUB MED ELEUTHERA. 


Willemstad, capital of the Netherlands Antilles. Rolling the 
dice at a casino and rolling over on one of the island’s 40 
beaches. The kids will love> Touring the Amstel Brewery (the 
only one in the world that uses distilled salt water), the 
Curacao Seaquarium & Underwater Animal Encounter, Hato 
Caves, the Queen Emma Bridge (the world’s largest floating 
bridge), the Botanical Garden and Zoo, and hiking to the top 
of Mount Christoffel (1,230 feet) in Christoffel National 
Park. 


Princess Beach Resort 
(800) 9-DANCE, (305) 669-9391 
The resort offers the free Teddy Bear program daily from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. for kids ages three through 10. Supervised activities 
include arts and crafts, aerobics and sand castle building. Chil- 
dren under three are welcome if accompanied by an adult. Chil- 









dren under 19 stay free in their parents’ room. Babysitting services:aré’ vailable. 


Location> A 500-mile-long chain of islands stretching from the Virgin Islands to 
South America. Flight time> Two to three hours from Miami. Weather> 70Fs in 
winter to 90Fs in summer. Expect brief tropical showers year-round. Documents 
needed Varies by island. You'll love> The beaches, reefs and art galleries of Anguil- 
la, St. Kitts’ restored manor houses, St. Lucia’s Soufriere Marine Management 
Area, Barbados’s nightclubs and boutiques and eyeing the international jet set in 
Antigua. The kids will love> Viewing St. Kitts’ prehistoric Carib rock drawings, 
Antigua’s sugar plantations, hands-on national museum and summer carnival, the 
Mayoumba Folkloric Theatre on Anguilla, touring banana plantations on St. 
Lucia and Barbados’s Wildlife Reserve replete with green monkeys, Barbados 
Museum and St. Ann’s Fort. 


Almond Beach Village 

Barbados / (800) 4-ALMOND 

The resort has recently built a Family Entertainment Center, and added a chil- 
dren’s program. Supervised activities for kids up to age 18 include pool and beach 
games, sightseeing and arts and crafts. Babysitting is free during program hours. 


Club Med St. Lucia 

St. Lucia / (800) CLUB-MED 

All-inclusive resort offers Kids Clubs for ages two through 11. Scuba Experience 
offered for children ages four through 11; horseback riding for kids eight and up. 


Jack Tar Village St. Kitts Beach Resort & Casino 

St. Kitts / (800) 999-9182 

Children six and under (12 and under during low season) stay and eat free. Kids 
three through 12 can join Kids Klub, with sand castle building, scavenger hunts 
and other supervised activities. 


Windjammer Landing Villas 
St. Lucia / (800) 743-9609 

Resort offers complimentary Just Us Kids program daily. Supervised activities 
include waterskiing lessons, beach hikes, arts and crafts, 

snorkeling and lunch daily. 


Location> Southern end of the Florida peninsula. 
Flight time> A two-hour flight from the Northeast to 
Miami, followed by a one- to four-hour drive, 
depending on whether you’re going to the northern 
or southern Keys. Weather> Summers are hot and 
humid, often reaching the 90Fs. Winters are much 
cooler, with temps dropping into the 50Fs in the 
daytime. You'll love> The luxury and cost-efficiency 
of taking a road trip to a tropical dive destination. 
Budget-conscious motels and hotels. Camping at 
seaside state parks. The Kids will love Petting Flipper- 
wanna-bes at the Dolphin Research Center. The 
scenic vistas of the Overseas Highway. Bike rides 
and getting their picture taken at the southernmost 
point in the continental United States, in Key West. 
A detour to Disney World in Orlando on the drive 
down to the Keys. 


> Think A 

under two years old to sit on 

the flight to avoid having to p 

seat. While this might be a go 

flights, think about your comf 

flights cross-country and to t 

> Look around you. Upon chec 

resort, become familiar with 

fire exits. Brief your kids on fire as well as per- 
sonal safety during the flight to your destina- 
tion. 

> Safe and sound. Safety deposit boxes in hotel 
lobbies and in-room safes with combinations 
that are set by the guest are generally safe. 
Don’t use locking drawers in your room, as you 
never know how many sets of keys there are. 
> Don't lean on me. Keep an eye on children 
around hotel balcony balustrades, as they are 
designed more to look nice than to support 
weight, especially in developing countries. 

> Don't be an accidental tourist. Five thousand 
Americans die abroad each year. Most of 
these deaths are caused by injuries, chronic 
diseases, suicide and homicide, rather than 
infectious diseases. In fact, 53 percent are due 
to road accidents and 3! percent are due to 
trauma; less than 2 percent are caused by 
infections. Vacation doesn’t mean taking a 
break from seatbelts, either. To further lower 
your family’s risk, avoid mopeds and motorcy- 
cles, stay away from unscheduled flights that 
involve small aircraft and supervise your chil- 
dren in sports activities. 

> It's not easy being green. Today, more than 
half a billion people travel, and by the year 
2000, that number is expected to double. 
Teaching your children to be environmentally 
aware lessens this massive impact. Nurture 
your children’s appreciation for the marine 
and terrestrial world. Don’t buy souvenirs that 
are made from endangered species, including 
coral products, avoid disposable items when 
traveling to developing countries as they are 
less prepared to handle waste disposal, and 
ensure that your family observes local regula- 
tions and customs. 
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Cheeca Lotige 

Islamorada / (800) 327-2888, (305) 664-4651 

Camp Cheeca for kids ages six through 12 focuses on environ- 
mental awareness, and includes field trips to the Dolphin 
Research Center, coral reef state park and other points of interest. 


Hawk's Cay Resort and Marina 

Duck Key / (800) 432-2242, (305) 743-7000 

Children’s program includes snorkeling, educating kids about 
dolphins at on-site dolphin facility, catch-and-release fishing, 
water aerobics and lagoon olympics. 





HAV ATE 

Location> Smack-dab in the center of the North Pacific, 2,000 miles 
from the West Coast. Flight time» Five hours from Los Angeles. 
Weather> 80Fs during the day to high 60Fs and low 70Fs at night, 
year-round. November through March are the wettest months, 
while September is hottest. You'll love> Diving with more than 450 
marine species, 30 percent of which are found nowhere else on 
earth. For West Coast divers, water temperatures that thankfully 
don’t require at least a quarter-inch wetsuit. Lava tubes, caves, tun- 
nels and caverns. Touring Pearl Harbor and visiting the USS Ari- 
zona. The Kids will love> Snorkeling and feeding the fish at Oahu’s 
Hanauma Bay. Learning how to windsurf in Maui. Helicopter 
tours of volcanoes and waterfalls. Chilling out and surfing on miles 
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and miles of beach. Experiencing a traditional Hawaiian luau. 


Backpackers Vacation Inn 

Oahu / (808) 638-7838 

The Inn offers beachfront studio apartments and two- and 
three-bedroom cabin rentals for families, with dive packages 
available. Families get free use of kayaks, bodyboards, and 
snorkel equipment, plus discounts on local attractions. 


Hilton Waikoloa Village 

Hawaii / (800) 445-8667 

The Hilton and Red Sail Sports 
offer a package for $3,030 that 
includes accommodations, 
daily rental car, and vouchers 


for activities, including tennis, 
golf, spa, snorkel cruise and a 
day for kids five through 12 at 
Camp Menehune. For two 
vouchers, you can get a 45- 
minute helicopter tour. 


Outrigger Resorts 

(800) OUTRIGGER 

Outrigger’s one- and two-bed- 
room condominium rates on 
Maui and Kauai run from 
$105 to $235 per night. The 
Free Ride program entitles you 
to a rental car at no extra 
charge. With the Family Plan, 
kids 17 and under stay free. 


PUERTO RICO 
Location> Between the Atlantic 
and Caribbean; at the eastern 
end of the Greater Antilles 
archipelago. Flight time> Two 
hours from Miami. Weathere 
70Fs in winter to high 80Fs in 
summer. The island is wetter 
in the northeast, more arid in the southwest. Documents needed» 
None. You'll love> Diving the Caribbean without a passport. 
Taking a walking tour of Old San Juan, the second oldest 
European settlement in the Western Hemisphere and oldest 
under the American flag. The kids will love Discovering the var- 
ied landscape, from sandy beaches to the only rain forests in 
the U.S. forest service to the island’s curious limestone karst. 
The Children’s Theater and Children’s Museum, both in San 
Juan. Going to a beisbol game. 


El Conquistador 
Las Croabas / (800) 468-5228 


The resort’s program costs $38 per child, per day, and includes a 
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lunch and snack. The program, for kids ages five through 12; runs from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. daily. Supervised activities include kayaking, pool, tennis and sand cas- 
tle building. Children under 16 stay free. Babysitting services are available. 


Location> In the northeastern Caribbean, at the northern end of the Lesser 
Antilles. Hight time> Two hours from Miami. Weather» Mild, with temperatures 
hovering in the 80Fs year-round. Documents needed> U.S. and Canadian visitors 
need proof of citizenship, all others require a passport. You'll lave> The quaint 
dockside village of Cruz Bay on St. John, diving the 400-foot wreck of the WIT 
Shoal off St. Thomas and St. Croix’s walls, bristling with enormous filter feed- 
ers. The shopping, restaurants and nightlife of Charlotte Amalie and Chris- 
tiansted. The kids will love> The Coral World Marine Park and Underwater 
Observatory on St. Thomas, hiking through the rugged beauty of the Virgin 
Islands National Park on St. John and touring the historic homes and forts of St. 
Croix’s Danish days. 


Buccaneer Hotel, St. Croix 

St. Croix / (800) 223-1108 

In the summer, children 12 and under sharing a room with their parents stay free; 
in the winter it’s an additional $10. The resort offers a complimentary Pirate’s 
Playhouse in summer for ages five through 12 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Babysit- 
ting services are available. 


Caneel Bay 

St. John / (800) $28-8889 

Kids’ activities include beach games and equipment, windsurfing lessons, kayak 
tours and snorkeling. All kids four and under need to be accompanied. Children 
under 16 stay free when sharing a room with their parents; children under five 
eat free and over 12 eat for half price. Babysitting services are available. 


Chenay Bay Beach Resort 

St. Croix / (800) 548-4457 

Children under 18 stay free, and kids under 12 eat free. From June through 
August, complimentary supervised activities are available for kids ages three 
through 12 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and include beach and pool games, tennis, 
beachcombing and scavenger hunt. Babysitting services are available. All units 
are cottages with kitchenettes. 


Sapphire Beach Resort and Marina 

St. Thomas / (800) 524-2090 

Kids 12 and under stay and eat free with their parents. The resort’s complimenta- 
ry Kids Club begins Feb. 1, 1997. Babysitting is available. 


FOR MORE INFO 

> Travel With Your Children (TWYCH) publishes its Family Travel Times 10 
times a year for $55 and offers a call-in service for subscribers. Write to TWYCH 
at 45 W. 18th St., 7th Floor, New York, NY 10011 or call (212) 477-5524. 

> America Online (AOL) boasts a Family Travel Network in the travel portion 
of the online service. The Network provides tips, features packages and provides 
phone numbers to resorts that are geared towards families. Also, AOL's Scuba 
Forum (keyword: scuba) contains a family dive travel folder with posted ques- 
tions and answers. 

> Use your favorite search engine and surf the World Wide Web for family vaca- 
tion-related web sites. Your family will have fun on the internet while you 
research your next dive trip. © 
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Camp Getcha-in-de-watta: 


Instructional Dive and Snorkel 
Programs for Kids and Teens 


growing number of destinations offer 

professional snorkeling and scuba 
instruction especially for children, either 
through organizations devoted to education 
or through their own homegrown programs. 
A sampler: 


> Jean-Michel Cousteau's Bahama Out Isiands 
Snorkeling Adventures. More than 30 resorts 
on 10 islands in the Bahamas participate in 
this ambitious program for children and 
adults. The package includes snorkeling 
instruction by trained professionals, three 
guided excursions, a snorkeling instuction 
book, the Snorkeling Guide to Marine Life by 
Paul Humann and a gift set of U.S. Divers 
snorkeling gear. Contact: Bahama Out 
Islands Promotion Board at (800) OUT- 
ISLANDS or fax (954) 359-8098. 

> Bonaire Guided Snorkeling. Long acknowl- 
edged for its innovative marine protection 
programs, |2 of Bonaire’s famed shallow reefs 
have been mapped and photographed for 
snorkelers. Bonaire’s dive operators offer 
classroom and open-water snorkeling instruc- 
tion, dedicated snorkeling boats and marine 
education programs. Contact: Tourism Cor- 
poration Bonaire at (800) 826-6247 or on the 
Internet at http://www.interknowledge.com/ 
bonaire. 

> Aqua-Camp & Diving Academy conducts sum- 
mer snorkel and diving camps in Panama 
City, Fla., and Nassau, Bahamas. The snorkel- 
ing program (ages 10 and older) emphasizes 
marine biology and ecology. Children 12 and 
older can earn scuba certification. Parents 
invited to attend. Prices start at $474, includ- 
ing accommodations, meals and transporta- 
tion. Contact: Aqua-Camp & Diving Acade- 
my at (770) 964-9368. 

> Broadreach Summer Adventure Programs 
for Teenagers. Unique, highly regarded pro- 
grams for ages 13 to 19 challenge young 
adults ‘“‘to reach beyond self-imposed limita- 
tions” and gain greater insight into them- 
selves and their world. Adventures to the 
Turks & Caicos, Red Sea, St. Martin, St. 
Kitts and Antigua. Programs require a mini- 
mum of three weeks and begin at $2,400. 
Contact: Broadreach, (919) 833-1907 or fax 
(919) 833-2129. 





With Cozumel’s best diving just minutes away Dive Palancar 
runs a minimum of 5 one tank boat departures every day. That 


means you'll be away from your future divers for only an hour 
at a time. Meanwhile they'll be watched and entertained by 
the Diamond’s award winning staff and kids programs. And 
it’s all included along with meals and drinks. No wonder it was 
voted one of the Top 10 best dive travel buys in the world by 
Rodale’s 1996 Readers Choice. 


Call today and ask about our Family Packages! 
Call Now! 


Bo AL 900.433-0885 
DIAMOND &” 


ALL-INCLUSIVE e palLancarR 
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Kelly’s on the Bay 
& Aqua Nuts Divers 


“AVERY SPECIAL PLACE” 


Let us pamper you ... we carry your tanks. 
We are one of the very few dedicated dive resorts 
in the Florida Keys. 


_ » 32 very comfortable, private rooms 
} > Brand new, state-of-the-art 42 foot dive boat 


a i > PADI, NAUI instruction, open water referrals, 
Nitrox instruction. 


1-800-226-0415 
/ MMI04 Bayside, 104220 Overseas Highway - Key Largo, Florida 33037 
(305) 451-1622 Fax (305) 451-4623 


Kaw Keke Ke KKK 
2-TANK 2-LOCATION DIVE 


for only $32.00 
(Includes tanks & weights. Available in our dive packages.) 
Kwek Ke Ke KKK 
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Out Islands Snorkeling Adventures 


where's 
the boat? 


Don't worry! 
The Dive-Trak™ homing system 
will lead the way. 


Now you 

can mark 

your anchor 
line, dive sites, 
and wrecks for 
extended periods and 
quickly relocate 
them—even in the 
poorest visibility. Small, ligntweight, and built to last, 
the Dive-Trak electronic homing system is extremely 
easy to use and surprisingly affordable. 


Add a new dimension to your diving experience! 
For more information or the dealer nearest you, 
give us a Call at— 1-800-RJE-8527. 


RUE inrerna TIONAL, INC. 


2192 Dupont Dr., Suite 110, Irvine, CA 92715 
Telephone (714) 833-8423 ° Fax (714) 833-8557 


Sha crystal clear ocean 
Wi gorgeous beaches 


On a tranquil island 
Where nature is still pristine 


Dive Packages from 


$7 05 per person 


800-426-0466 


809-338-205 1 /Fax 954-359-8238 





eos Sicha Maris 


Resort Clyh 


SOUTHERN 
BAHAMAS 


Participating Resort in 
the Jean-Michel Cousteau’s 
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AUSTRALIA & THE BAY ISLANDS 


COCOA EEHOHES HHH OEH HHO OEOO OO OOOOH OOS OO OOO EEO HE SHHHEOHOOE HE HOOOO HOT OHEOHEOHEHE SETS OT HOHHOHHETHHHEH OOOOH HOH ETHHEEOEOHHOHHEHOSHHTEHHOSESHOHEEHOHHOOHESOHAOOESSHEESEHOHHEHHEHHOH EH HO OBST EALOEH 


hey are two of the most 

popular dive destinations in 

their respective hemispheres, 
and they are revered by divers for the 
health of their reefs and biodiversity. 
One destination contains the longest, 
largest barrier reef in the world, 
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, the only 
living thing on Earth visible from the 
moon. The second is Honduras’s Bay 
Islands, with some of the richest and 
most diverse coral communities in the 
Caribbean. 

In fact, our readers gave these des- 
tinations scores of better than 4 for the 
health of their reefs. The Bay Islands 
received a 4.38 for them, while indi- 
vidually, Roatan fared slightly better 
and Utila and Guanaja a bit lower. 
Australia received an overall score of 
4.55, while Queensland outshined the 
national average. 

All areas fared well in their value 


for diving dollar and overall score. 
Touted by travel guides as one of the 
cheapest places on Earth to get certi- 
fied, Utila was the big winner in value, 
with a 4.65, trailed by Roatan and the 
Bay Islands overall. Perhaps higher 
prices due to popularity was the rea- 
son our readers gave Queensland a 


slightly lower score for value than the 


Australian average. In overall scores, 
however, the two are equal, with a 
4.62 for Queensland and 4.64 for all 
of Australia. Utila received the highest 
overall score in the Bay Islands with a 
4.24, followed by Roatan. 

Australia and Queensland also 
fared well in fish life, with a 4.60 and 
4.57, respectively. Roatan’s walls have 
a devout following, 
too, scoring a 4.39, 


diving in 


while Utila received a Fe 
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a: On the Web 
For more information on 


4.18 and the Bay 
Islands averaged 4.27. 


. see the 
travel index on RSD’s 
site on the World Wide 











READER RATINGS 


Peters eit) mero. Peper 
Bay Islands (overall) 
Fish Life 3.59 
Big Animals 2.17 
Healthy Reefs 4.38 
Walls 4.27 
Wrecks 2.56 
Shore Diving 3.45 
Value 4.28 
Overall 4.13 


excellent 


Reader rating forms were included in : 
seven past issues, and were available to all : 


readers, postage-paid. Ratings reflect the 
average scores on a scale of one to five: 


1 = poor 
2 = below average 
3= good 


4= above average 
5 = excellent 


: Dive operators were rated in seven : 


categories: 
Friendliness of staff 
Staff's willingness to let 
you manage your own 
profiles 
Staff's knowledge and 
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excellent 


selection of dive sites 

Quality of boats Reader raters 
gave dive boats three separate scores, one 
each for condition of boat, space on 
board to gear up and amenities on the 
boat. These scores were averaged for a 
single “quality of boats” score. 

Rental gear 

Facilities 

Value for diving dollar 
Live-aboards were rated in these 
categories (except rental gear and 
facilities), plus photography services. 


Anthony’s Key Resort 

ROATAN 

(800) 227-3483, (305) 666-1997 

4.43 friendliness of staff 

4.38 | staff’s willingness to let you manage 
your own profile 


TRUST 


SY orclercy Mato uu aye p— 
Roatan 

Fish Life 3.65 

Big Animals 2.15 

Healthy Reefs 4.42 

Walls 4.39 


Wrecks 2.51 
Shore Diving 3.55 
Value 4.33 
‘Overall 4.1 





: 4.49 staff’s knowledge and selection of dive sites 
: 3.69 quality of boats 

: 4.07 rental gear 

: 4.23 facilities 

| 4.40 value for diving dollar 


Bay Islands 
Beach Resort 


ROATAN 


: (800) 4-ROATAN, (407) 624-5774 
: 4.42 friendliness of staff 
: 4.17 staff’s willingness to let you manage 


your own profile 


: 4.29 staff’s knowledge and selection of dive sites 
: 2.92 quality of boats 

: 2.92 rental gear 

: 3-83 facilities 

: 4.25 value for diving dollar 


Bayman Bay Club 


: Guanasa 

: (800) 524-1823, (954) 572-1902 
: 4.44 friendliness of staff 

: 4.25. staff’s willingness to let you manage 


your own profile 


: 4.11 staffs knowledge and selection of dive sites 
| 3.39 quality of boats 
: 3.33 rental gear 





DAVID FLEETHAM 





GREG JOHNSTON 


4.58 
: 3.98 
: 4.28 
| 4.77 
| 4.67 


: 4.06 
: 3.39 
: 3.87 
: 3.94 
' 3.97 


istcrspelce me etch a tals f-7 
Utila 

Fish Life 3.41 

Big Animals 2.59 

Healthy Reefs 4.24 

Walls 4.18 - 

Shore Diving 2.92 

Value 4.65 — 

Overall 4.24 





4 


excellent 


: 4.11 facilities 
: 3.72 value for diving dollar 


CoCo View 
: Resort 


: IROATAN 

: (800) 282-8932, (352) 588-4131 
| 4.67 
: 4.65 


friendliness of staff 

staff’s willingness to let you manage 

your own profile 

staff’s knowledge and selection of dive sites 
quality of boats 

rental gear 

facilities 

value for diving dollar 


: Fantasy Island 
': Beach Resort 


: IROATAN 

: (800) 676-2826, (011) 504-45-1191 
: 4.40 
: 4.54 


friendliness of staff 

staff’s willingness to let you manage 

your own profile 

staff’s knowledge and selection of dive sites 
quality of boats 

rental gear 

facilities 

value for diving dollar 


Reader Matings 
Australia (overall) 
Fish Life 4.60 
Big Animals 3.95 _ 
Healthy Reefs 4.55 
Walls 3.77 
SWrecks 3.51 
Value 4.51 
Overall 4.64 


5 


excellent 


Posada del Sol 


GUANAJA 
(800) 642-3483, (407) 624-3483 


4.82 
4.09 


4.55 
4.15 
4.00 
4.64 
4.82 


friendliness of staff 

staff’s willingness to let you manage 

your own profile 

staff’s knowledge and selection of dive sites 
quality of boats 

rental gear 

facilities 

value for diving dollar 


Reef House Resort 
ROATAN 
(800) 328-8897, (210) 681-2888 


4.10 
4.40 


4.11 
3.69 
3.88 
4.10 
4.22 


friendliness of staff 

staff’s willingness to let you manage 

your own profile 

staff’s knowledge and selection of dive sites 
quality of boats 

rental gear 

facilities 

value for diving dollar 


Romeo’s Resort 
ROATAN 
(800) 535-DIVE, (011) 504-45-1127 


4.88 


friendliness of staff 





reader Hatmags 
ueensland 
Fish Life 4.57 
Big Animals 3.94 
: Healthy Reefs 4.66 
‘Walls 3.90 
Wrecks 3.78 
Value 4.42 
Overall 4.62 





3 


5 


1... excellent 


: 4.81 | staff’s willingness to let you manage 
your own profile 

: 4.56 
: 3.50 
' 3.86 
| 3.87 
| 4.67 


quality of boats 

rental gear 

facilities 

value for diving dollar 


: Seagrape Plantation 

> (ROATAN 

: (800) 298-9009, (011) 504-45-1717 
: 4.70 friendliness of staff 

: 4.50 staff's willingness to let you manage 
your own profile 

: 4.60 

: 4.02 
: 4.60 
: 4.40 
| 4.70 


quality of boats 

rental gear 

facilities 

value for diving dollar 


: Utila Lodge Resort 

: UTILA 

: (800) 282-8932, (011) 504-45-3143 
: 4.83 friendliness of staff 

: 4.91. staff’s willingness to let you manage 
your own profile 
4.83 

: 4.16 


quality of boats 
| 4.33 


rental gear 
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staff’s knowledge and selection of dive sites 


staff’s knowledge and selection of dive sites 


staff’s knowledge and selection of dive sites 
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4.58 facilities 
4.75 value for diving dollar 


Live-aboards 
Bay Islands 


Aggressor 
(800) 348-2628, (504) 385-2628 
4.77 friendliness of staff 
4.92 staff’s willingness to let you manage 
your own profile 
4.67 staff's knowledge and selection of dive sites 
4.59 quality of boats 
4.56 photography services 
4.31 value for diving dollar 


Peter Hughes/ 


Wind Dancer 
(800) 9-DANCER, (305) 669-9391 
4.55 friendliness of staff 
4.91 | staff’s willingness to let you manage 
your own profile 
4.17 staff’s knowledge and selection of dive sites 
4.85 quality of boats 
4.82 photography services 
4.36 value for diving dollar 


Resorts 
Anthony’s Key Resort 


ROATAN 

(800) 227-3483, (305) 666-1997 
3.67 restaurant 

4.34 staff 

4.31 value 


CoCo View Resort 
ROATAN 

(800) 282-8932, (352) 588-4131 
4.50 restaurant 

4.55 staff 

4.85 value 


Fantasy Island 
Beach Resort 


ROATAN 

(800) 676-2826, (011) 504-45-1191 
4.58 restaurant 

3.68 staff 

3.93 value 


Queensland 


Live-aboards 
Mike Ball/ 


Spoilsport 
(800) 952-4319, (011) 6177-723022 
4.80 friendliness of staff 
4.53 staff’s willingness to let you manage 
your own profile 
4.80 | staff's knowledge and selection of dive sites 
4.75 quality of boats 
4.46 photography services 
4.47 value for diving dollar 


Mike Ball/ 


Supersport 
(800) 952-4319, (011) 6177-723022 
4.71 friendliness of staff 
4.47 | staff's willingness to let you manage 
your own profile 
4.71 staff's knowledge and selection of dive sites 
4.61 quality of boats 
4.44 photography services 
4.47 value for diving dollar 
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More Dive Operators 


BAY ISLANDS 


Doc’s Dive Shop 
Roatan 
(O11) 504-45-1322 


Laguna Beach 
Resort 
Utila 
(800) 668-8452, 
(318) 893-0013 


Off the Wall Divers 
and Ecosports 
Roatan 
(800) 315-2613 
(O11) 504-45-5525 


Plantation 
Beach Resort 
Cayos Cochinos 
(800) 628-3723 

(O11) 504-42-0974 


Sunrise Roatan 
Roatan 
(800) 934-DIVE 


More Live-ahoard 


Bay ISLANDS 
Isla Mia 


Roatan 
(800) 874-7636, 
(409) 765-1776 


QUEENSLAND 


Anaconda Il 
Airlie Beach 
(O11) 6179-4677446 


Auriga Bay Il 
Manunda 
(OIL) 6170-581 408 


Elizabeth E ll 
Mackay 
(O11) 6179-574281 


Esperance Star 
Milton 
(011) 6173-3683766 


DIVING 


(O11) 504-45-1265 


Utila Reef Resort 
Utila 
(800) 263-9876 
(011) 504-261-7368 


QUEENSLAND 


Adventure Sports 
Brisbane 
(011) 6173-3913766 


Don Cowie’s 
Reef Services 
Cairns 
(011) 6170-311588 


Heron Island 
Dive Shop 
Heron Island 
(O11) 6179-781488 


Lizard Island Lodge 
Lizard Island 
(011) 6170-603999 


Nimrod Ill 
Cairns 
(O11) 6170-315566 


Pacific Star 
Whitsunday 
(O11) 6179-466383 


Pro-Dive 
Townsville 
Townsville 

(O11) 6177-211760 


Reef Explorer 
Cairns 
(O11) 6170-939113 


Rum Runner | 
Rum Runner Ill 
Cairns 
(O11) 6170-521088 


SIV Atlantic 
Clipper 


The following operators did not receive enough 
responses for their ratings to be included: 


Nautilus 
Scuba Centre 
Brisbane 
(O11) 6178-571440 


Ocean Spirit Cruises 
Cairns 
(O11) 6170-312920 


Port Douglas 

Dive Centre 

Port Douglas 
(O11) 6170-995327 


Pro Dive Brisbane 
Brisbane 
(011) 6173-3683766 


Quicksilver 
Diving Services 
Port Douglas 
(011) 6170-995050 


Tusa Dive 
Connection 
Cairns 
O11) 6170-311248 





The following live-aboards did not receive enough 
responses for their ratings to be included: 


Cairns 
(O11) 6170-311288 


Kalindal 
Stella Maris/ 
Pro Dive Cairns 
Cairns 
(O11) 6170-315255 


Taka Il 
Taka Ill 
Cairns 

(O11) 6170-518722 


Undersea Explorer 
Cairns — 
(O11) 6170-514777 


Watersport! 
Mike Ball 
Dive Expeditions 
Townsville 
(800) 952-4319 
(O11) 6177-723022 
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When it comes to your family, 
are fit, comfort and safety 
too much to ask for? We asked, 

and here’s what we found. 


o a head count on any resort’s dive boat these days and 
you'll see the same thing we do—families. Men and 
women, married and un-, kids and grandparents. 

Mike Nelson is history. Scuba is as mainstream as shop- 
ping malls, embracing a crazy quilt mixture of ages, sizes, 
lifestyles and physical abilities. All aspects of our 
sport, from training courses and resort programs to by JON HARDY 
marketing efforts, are in the process of adjusting to this funda- 
mental shift from a sport for the single male to a recreational 
activity for the modern family: a group of people related to each 
other by birth, marriage or simply choice. 

And there’s the rub: Dive gear, which makes our sport possible, 
where fit and comfort are essential to performance and safety, is still 
in most instances designed for the prototype male diver. Not good. 


ELAN SUN STAR / TONY STONE IMAGES 


Today’s diverse scuba divers bring with them a diversity of differences: 
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> Females have different body shapes, inher- 
ent buoyancy and muscular strength; often their rea- 
sons for diving differ from men’s. 

m Young people are smaller, yet still growing, 
further complicating the fit equation. 

m Older people usually experience a decrease in 
fitness, strength and flexibility with age, and can be 
more prone to physical and mental stress. 

m Sedentary people have less strength and flexibility, 
are often overweight and can have difficulty breathing 
effectively. 

> Physically handicapped divers have specific limitations. 

No doubt about it: Dive equipment manufacturers are 
increasingly sensitive to the array of human differences that 
scuba equipment must accommodate. But it’s a long road from 
engineer’s computer to company test lab and finally to retail 
store shelf. 

In the meantime, here’s what we found when we shopped 
for dive gear for the whole family. There are a few items 
designed specifically for the nontraditional diver, but for the 
most part, the family shopper will have to choose carefully and be 
prepared to modify current gear to 
meet special needs. Suggestions for 
doing so will be found under each 
category of gear below. 


E afej 


Only by buying a mask (and other dive 
gear) at a professional dive store can you 
ensure the quality and performance you 
need. Proper fit is another matter. No instruc- 
tor or store personnel can pick a properly fit- 
ting mask for you. Only you can. Follow these 
steps and try on lots of masks, gradually nar- 
rowing them down to the one that not only fits 
properly but also feels most comfortable. 









1. Look straight up and gently place the mask on your face without using the strap or inhal- 

ing. It should rest evenly on your face with no gaps. Have someone else check for gaps. 

2. Place a regulator or snorkel mouthpiece in your mouth. Does the mask still feel like 

it fits? Any major gaps yet? 

3. Now the classic test: Without using the strap, place the mask on your face while look- 
ing forward. Gently inhale. The mask should stay in place. A strong inhale will close 
minor leak areas and is not a valid test. 

4. Repeat the sniff test with mouthpiece. 

5. If a mask is still in the running, adjust its strap and put it on. The nose pocket should not 
touch your nose. 

6. Repeat test with the mouthpiece. How easy will it be to equalize? 

7, After you’ve narrowed your choice to one or two masks, try using them under actual conditions. 


p> Many women and children prefer to replace the silicone strap or add to it with cloth or nylon 
straps, which slip on and off more easily and with less hair pulling. The Slap Strap by Innovative 
Scuba Concepts is probably still the best of these. 

> For those without 20/20 eyesight, masks with interchangeable eyepieces allow you to insert lenses 
for your individual needs. However, many prefer to dive with contact lenses so that vision is main- 
tained when the mask is removed. 
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> For beginning divers and snorkelers, keep the mask sumple—low volume, no purge valve, a single lens. 
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& Follow manufacturer’s directions to 


clean new masks before first use and peri- 
odically as chemicals from sunscreens, 
makeup, etc. coat the inside. Commercial 
cleansers come with many masks or may 
be purchased at a dive store. Most tooth- 
pastes and Soft Scrub also work well. 

> For defogging before each dive, spit is 
not adequate for modern silicone masks. 
Besides commercial defoggers (see “Spit 





or Squirt?” RSD, Jan./Feb. ’96), diluted 
dishwashing soaps work well but need 
thorough rinsing to prevent eye irritation. 
Baby shampoo also works with less irrita- 
tion. Both are inexpensive, readily avail- 
able and useful in other ways. 

> Leave gloves off until after mask is on 
so you can use fingers to assure no hair or 
the lip of your hood is under the mask 
skirt, preventing a good seal. 





> Masks leak for reasons other than poor 
fit, including being adjusted too tightly. The 
purpose of the strap is to hold the mask in 
place, not to provide a watertight seal. 





Dacor has earned a good reputation for 
masks of lower volume that fit the small- 
er or narrower face. 

One of the best small masks we’ve 
found is Kid’s Force, made by a relatively 
unknown company, Sterling USA. 

The new lookdown masks by Mares 
(Esa) and Oceanic (Bivu 2 and 4) allow 
divers to see their waists and instruments. 

For those divers who may be con- 
cerned with claustrophobia, clear or white 
silicone skirts that let in lots of light, and 
side windows may help, though some 
divers are distracted by the distortion of 
side windows. Consider Beuchat Maximo 
II; Dacor Integra, Pursuit and Trivista; 
Oceanic Miniprismatic; Scubapro Tri- 
Vent, XQ and Quad Vision; Sea Quest 
Tetra; and U.S. Divers Hawaii series. 


ofiorkels 


piorkels come in a confusing variety of 











April 25th 


Don’t miss this unique opportunity 
to explore Bermuda’s Maritime Heritage— 


gtk MUa, 


WRECK TOUR 


27th 1997 


from above and below the water. 


Wreck Tour 
Package 
Prices 

Start at 


Historical Wreck Dives; Finale Party and Dinner at the Bermuda Aquarium; Tour and 


$595 Re GO 


Package includes: 4 nights hotel accommodations; Roundtrip Airport Transfers; 7 


Presentation at the Bermuda Maritime Museum; Official Bermuda Wreck Tour T-Shirt. 


Wholesale Airfare and other island discounts available. 


for more information call: 
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1 (888) BDA. DIVE 
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sizes, shapes and 
lengths. Here are some 
key points to remem- 
ber when selecting a 
snorkel: 

m Smaller divers can 
use snorkels with 
smaller diameters, 
while larger divers 
need the “big bore” 
snorkels. The diame- 
ter of a snorkel deter- 
mines how much vol- 
ume of air can be 
moved through it; 
therefore, a big person 
with bigger lungs, 
needs a larger diame- 
ter. 

> The snorkel should 
point up when your 
head is down in the 
normal swimming 
position and should 


A Few Words About... 


Dive Computers-sServe multiple 
purposes for families: 9 To build in a realistic 
safety factor for family members who are older, 
younger or more sedentary than the norm; % To 
help those who never developed full proficiency 


with dive tables; © To configure easily with rental 


gear by clamping to a hose or BC or strapped on 


the wrist. ® Among the best family dive computers 
are those that have graphic nitrogen loading bars 
highlighted by green, yellow and red zones: Oceanic 
Prodigy, Sherwood Resource and U.S. Divers Matrix. 

Excellent family computers with digital displays 
include: Orca Marathon, Sea Quest Companion, 


TUSA Imprex and UWATEC Aladin Sport. 


Protective Suits—Most divers and 
snorkelers should make greater use of protective suits. 
They help prevent heat loss, sunburn, scrapes, cuts, 
gear chafing, marine life stings, and provide a reserve 
of buoyancy. ® Women wanting a good fit have two 
choices: a lot of shopping or custom suits. Manufactur- 
ers who specialize in children’s wetsuits are Bare, 


Beuchat, Body Glove, Dacor and Deep See. 


Cylinders— oe | 

The standard aluminum 80 is not mecenearily appropri- 
ate for all family members. By calling ahead to the 
operator you plan to dive with, you can often arrange 
for smaller or larger tanks. Sizes from 50 to 100 cubic 
feet are common. % Smaller divers and many women 
use less air and do not need to be burdened with tanks 
that make their diving more difficult. ® Larger divers 
use more air and, with the right size tank, should not 


have to cut their dives short due to lack of air. 


be at least several 
inches above your 
head. 

> Various fittings at the top of the 
snorkel keep water out (“dry airway 
devices”), but increased weight, drag 
and wobble in the water, and breathing 





resistance must be considered. 

> A snorkel must fit comfortably in your 
mouth; therefore swiveling mouthpieces 
and easily adjustable mask attachments 
are valuable. 


m Snorkelers with braces or bands on 
their teeth or an unusual bite may need to 
modify the snorkel’s mouthpiece by using 
a razor blade or nail file to carefully 











eo “TROPICAL Jours, Inc Today..... 


1-800-711-4700 
(713) 85§-6900 


diverR@neosoft.com 


bipci oc ye 


Honor Sets Du Copal 


TROPICAL pOURS, hic 


as Dive Travel Specialists 


Hotel Accommodations 
Breakfast Daily Per Person 
10% Discount Food & Beverage 
Per Room 
Boat Diving & Shore Diving 
Rental Car 1 Day 

Ground Transfers 
Hotel Taxes 
Vucatanza T-Shirt 


Prices Per Person/Double Occupancy/Diver. 
Non-Diver Rates Available. 
Single/Triple Rates Upon Request. 
Valid U.S. Drivers License Required For 

Rental Car. D>. 
Valid C-Card Required For Diving. Toren” 5 Days/h Nights 
Restrictions Mag Apply. 3 Days Boat Diving 
Price Subject To Change. 9/1/96- 12/20/96 


ey ae ** 8 Days/7 Nights 
5 Days Boat Diving 
9/1/96- 12/20/96 
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remove material that rubs them the 
wrong way. 

m> Snorkel attachment methods vary 
widely, from bands to clips to slides, and 
can be changed on many snorkels to suit 
individual needs and preferences. 


Usage Hints 

me After clearing a snorkel that’s been 
filled with water, it’s best to take a slow, 
careful breath and use your tongue as a 
splash guard in case some water remains 


behind. 


Suddenly two big eyes... 





...4 big mouth, and a snap of my camera. 
Thank you Mr. Grouper. | see that you're impressed 
and soam |. A fully automatic dive camera that takes 


great pictures to 164 feet and costs only $199* 


Smile. | can see your curious face through the big 


sportsfinder...Snap. That's all it takes! 


*Suggested retail price. At your dive or photo dealer. 


For further information contact: 


216 Haddon Ave. « Westmont, NJ 08108 -2829 ¢ U.S.A. 


9OMEEF (609) 854-2424 « (800) 257-7742 





m If the snorkel continually leaks, check 
the non-return on the purge valve for 
damage or loose fittings. 

> If water is entering the snorkel due to 
heavy surface chop, change your head 
position to keep the purge at the lowest 
point or so that the top of the snorkel is 
more horizontal to the surface. 


What to Buy 

Knowing what to look for in a snorkel is 
tough. Little or no independent testing 
has been done on the usefulness and per- 





WSea 


REEFMASTER 


Automatic Dive Camera 
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» 26 Years Experience 
> Diving the Largest Living Reef in the Caribbean 
»> (Cat Mon Du—the Newest & Fastest Dive Boat on the Island 
m Readers Choice for the Friendliest Staff 


RIO 
800-544-5911 


py Award Winning Hotel Located 
on Historic Christiansted Harbor, 
just steps away from V.I. Divers’ Dock. 


pm Friendliest Staff this side of Paradise 
y»> Fantastic New Restaurants 










Rated in Top Ten 
Worldwide by Reader’s of 
Rodale’s Scuba Diving 
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formance aspects of purges and dry air- 
ways. Yet for easy, fun, occasional 
snorkeling, you are still best advised to 
keep it simple with a comfortable fit. For 
more serious snorkeling, consider the 
simpler dry airway or purge combina- 
tions such as Apollo Dry Snorkel, Dacor 
Integra, IDI Dry ProFlex, Mares 
Cyberdry, Ocean Master Dry Snorkel 
2000, Scubapro Free Vented, Sea Quest 
Sidedraft Flex and U.S. Divers Impulse. 


Hns 
Selection 
ScubaLab’s last two fin evaluations have 
underscored the importance of choosing a 
fin that not only fits and is comfortable 
but meets your individual diving needs 
and physical abilities: 

> Divers with strong leg and hip muscles 
can effectively kick a larger and stiffer fin, 
while smaller or less conditioned divers 
should choose smaller, more flexible fins. 
> Full-foot fins have the advantage of not 
requiring a dive bootie, but are best suited 
only for warmer waters. 

> Fins with heel straps can be adjusted 
for different family members and for chil- 
dren as they grow. 

> Fins with heel straps require less effort 
to put on. 

> Although dive booties must be worn 
with open-heeled fins and add to cost, the 
booties also provide foot protection and 
comfort while diving and walking. 

> Many of the smaller, less expensive fins 
for kids have hard, unforgiving foot 














pockets and should be avoided. 

> When trying fins on, use exactly the 
same foot protection you will when div- 
ing or snorkeling. A dive bootie’s thick- 
ness, zipper placement and sole construc- 
tion all affect how a fin fits and feels. 

& You'll know that a fin fits you properly 
if it fits you snugly without pinching, 
allows you to wiggle your toes, stays on 
easily when you try kicking with them out 
of the water, and does not bind your arch. 
me Quick-release buckles aid in fin 
removal and replacement. 





> Pull tabs added to heel straps aid with 
moving the strap over the heel without 
readjusting it. 

> If a full-foot fin is too large for a child 
this year, a sock or tropical dive bootie 
may fill the gap as he or she grows. 





ie Seubalab't tests agave demonstrate 
that the ability of a diver to kick correctly 
is more important than which fin is used. 
> For most fins, a slow, strong kick from 
the hips with pointed toes and a mini- 
mum of leg bending is most efficient. 

> Fins only work under water. When 
snorkeling, the fins should stay there as 
much as possible. 





ScubaLab tests have shown that a few 
models work well for a broad range of 
divers: U.S. Divers Blades, Mares Avanti 
series, Scubapro Jet Fins and any close 
copies such as IDI Power Fins, Scubapro 
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Sea Wings and Beuchat Compact Pro. 
Most of these fins are available in both 
full foot and adjustable models. 

For snorkeling, flexible, light, smaller 
fins are better. Many such fins are avail- 
able so selection will be based on a com- 
fortable fit with what is available locally. 





Because they have the greatest impact on 


your safety while diving, regulators must 
receive your most serious and detailed 
consideration. 

Although most dive operators do a 
credible job of maintaining their rental 
regulators, buying regulators for your- 
self and your family should receive top 
priority. 

Fortunately, as ScubaLab tests have 
shown, high-performance quality is avail- 
able at affordable prices (see “Best No- 
Frills Regulators,” RSD, July ’96). 

In order to promote interchange 


PY ANOS 
Mike Ball 


- apt New Guinea aboard Telita! 
MAXIMUM FREEDOM 


1997 Starting Rates 


Jan-Jun 


$1511 
$624 
$335 
$3249 


Spoilsport 
Coral Sea-6 days 


Supersport 

Cod Hole-3 days 
Watersport 
Yongala Wreck-2 days 


Telita-Papua New Guinea 
11 nights 
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1-888-MIKE BALL 


Fax: 520-556-9598 


Arizona Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
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Motor Marine IIEX 
with YS 50 strobe 


AMPHIBICO 
- 


Dive Buddy for Sony 
& Canon Camcorders 


ht Holiday Greetings! * 
We Accept School 
and Corporate 
Purchase Orders 


S$B-105 in Stock! 


IKELITE 


Video Housings available 
for all Sony Camcorders 


IKELITE 


Substrobe 200 


AMPHIBICO 
VH 1000 


al 


Housing for Sony 
Digital Camcorder 


MINOLTA SCANNER 


Digitally 
scans 
35mm 
film at 
remarkable speeds! 


b- 


MENTION 
RODALE’S SCUBA 
DIVING TO 


AND RECEIVE 


S25” ort 


YOUR PURCHASE! 


Purchase must exceed 
$250.00. Valid through 
12-31-96. 


AMPHIBICO 101 
Vipeo LIGHT 


AMPHIBICO HM 50 
Motor Housinc 


We Offer A 
Full Line Of 
(0 (Lovm ale} (e) 
PN atom (eiit-] 
Xo [Ufelduaare: 


Store Hours 


M-W 9AM-5PM 
TH 9AM-8PM 
F 9AM-6PM 

CLOSED SAT & SUN 


Motor Marine MX10 
with YS 40 strobe 


JVC GRDVI 


World’s 
Smallest 
Digital 
Video 
Camera 


i Holiday Greetings! 
REPAIRS Done 


The affordable 
video housing 


IKELITE 


ee 


Pro Video-Lite Series 
IKELITE 


Or @ 





Aqua Shot 
Substrobe Kit 


ARMATO'S 1-800-520-5012 ARMATO'S 


www.avnet.org/av/armatos /index.html 


E-mail: Armatos@ix.netcom.com 


67-16 Myrtle Ave. Glendale NY 11385 


phone (718)628-6800 





fax orders (718)628-7441 
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among family members, keep regula- 
tors simple: avoid DIN fittings, multi- 
ple adjustments and high-end, highly 
sensitive regulators. 
Modifications 

> Change mouthpieces according to indi- 
vidual dental needs. Consider using spe- 
cialty mouthpieces, including those that 
can be individually molded. 

p> Change the primary hose length so that 
the regulator sits straight in your mouth. 
> Remove one or both hose protectors if 
they do not allow the hose to make a gen- 
tle curve into your mouth. 

> To promote comfort, experiment with 
changing which low-pressure port is used 
on the first stage, or get a first stage that 
swivels. 








> When mounting a swiveling first stage 
to a tank, turn the swivel down to reduce 
its height and prevent head banging. 

> Do not use the velcro or other primary 
hose retainer on the right shoulder of the 
BC; they usually cause the regulator sec- 
ond stage to sit crooked in your mouth. 
m If the second stage has a diver adjust- 
ment, set it on the easiest breathing set- 
ting without the regulator free flowing. 





ScubaLab has tested regulators more exten- 
sively than any other piece of dive gear. 
Currently, regulators that provide excellent 
performance at modest prices include: 


Apollo Ecodiver 

IDI Osprey Airtec 360 
Mares Akros 

Oceanic Alpha IV 
Zeagle Z-US4 
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Those regulators that provide the highest 
performance, but at higher prices include: 


Mares Abyss and Voltrex 

Oceanic Delta II 

Scubapro MK 20-G250 and D400 
U.S. Divers Micra+ and SEA4 
Zeagle Tech SOD 


Most primary regulators can be used 
as alternate air sources (“octopuses” or 
“safe seconds”). Some second stages are 
made specifically for use as an alternate 
air source and are usually of lower perfor- 
mance. Alternate inflation regulators 
combine an alternate air source with a 
power inflator in one unit. Of these, the 
Scubapro AIR II remains the best. 


Selection 

Your goals when selecting a BC should be 
to find a unit with adequate buoyant lift 
(but not too much), and a proper snug fit. 
Without correct fit, a BC cannot be used 
safely or effectively. 

> For tropical diving (with little or no 
wetsuit protection), 12 to 24 pounds of 
lift is sufficient. 

> For general recreational diving (with a 
full wetsuit or dry suit), 20 to 40 pounds 
of lift is recommended. 

em Try the BC on over the thickest expo- 
sure protection you plan to use. It should 
fit snugly. Inflate the BC until the over- 
pressure relief valve activates. Properly 
adjusted, the inflated BC should not con- 
strict your breathing. 


Modifications 


m For the smaller child who is becoming 
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World's first Rebreather* ~ 
training center Featuring the new Drager Atlantis | Rebreather 


Elegant Resort © Fantastic Dive Facility ° Easily Accessible ¢ Exceptional Value 
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INSTRUCTOR TRAINING THAT WILL 


MAKE YOU...NOT BREAK YOU 


Join the team of quality dive 
~ es a instructors today and experience the 
es Me difference of flexible and affordable 
4 training with on-going support. 














You will take great pride in helping 
your students become well-trained, 
confident, enthusiastic divers. 


é ee J ; i Join the elite group of professionals 
[ u known throughout the world as 
“The Quality Training Agency.” 





The Professional Diving 
Instructors Corporation 
PO.Box 3633 Scranton, PA 18505 


CALL TODAY! (717) 342-9434 or FAX (717) 342-1276 
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No One Does as 
Much for Divers. 








DAN now offers up to $125,000+ 


dive accident coverage! 


DAN imembers receive exclusive dive and travel benefits: 


e Subscription to award-winning 
Alert Diver magazine 


e 24-hour dive emergency hotline and 
medical information line based at 
Duke University Medical Center. 

e A free copy of the DAN Dive and 

e Automatic $100,000 emergency Travel Medical Guide 

medical evacuation — no restriction 


on length of stay outside 


e Eligibility for diving’s only 
of the USA 


emergency ID — the DAN Tag™ 
e Eligibility for up to $125,000 dive 


accident insurance coverage, PLUS 
a total of $35,000 additional 
coverage for AD&D or P&TD, lost 
dive equipment, loss of air line 
ticket, and extra accommodations* 


¢ Membership in the world’s largest 
association of divers, supporting 
vital research and services that 
benefit DAN members and all 


recreational divers 


DAN membership is only $25 per year.** 
Ask about diving’s best insurance value. 


Call 800-446-2671 


(Priority Code FF96) 


* Available through $35 DAN Master Plan. Other insurance 
options are available. AD&D: accidental death and 
dismemberment; PTD: permanent total disability. 

** Membership includes evacuation, magazine and medical 
guide. Insurance is extra and ranges from $25 to $35 per year. 
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Divers Alert Network mt 
Your Dive Safety Association , 
http://www.dan.ycg.org 


1728S Me OSE MAGAZINE DIVERS TRUST 


a junior scuba diver, it may be difficult to 
find a BC that is small enough. However, 
back buoyancy BCs and BCs with hard 
packs provide a greater range of adjust- 
ment and stability for small divers and 
women. 

m> Three BCs are designed just for 
women: Forté Sirene, Sea Quest Diva and 
U.S. Divers Elan. 

> Forté and Zeagle will customize BCs to 
provide sizes from XXS to XXL. Also, 
Forté is coming out with a children’s BC 
line in 1997. 


During past ScubaLab comparative eval- 
uations, a number of BCs have stood out 
for their high performance, quality pro- 
duction, favorable pricing and available 
sizing. These include: 


Dacor: Enduro, Extreme, Nautica 

IDI: Nekton 2000, Paragon 

Oceanic: Oceanpro 5, Trend 

Scubapro: Classic, Compac 

Sea Quest: Dimension 3D, Diva, Quick- 
draw, Spectrum series 

Sherwood: DSV, Silhouette 

US. Divers: Alcyone, Calypso, Cousteau 
Zeagle: Ranger ® 


RSD’s ScubaLab, diving’s only consumer 
product test facility, is located on Catalina 
Island, Calif., and directed by Jon Hardy. 


Manufacturers 
Directory 


Apollo Sports (415) 392-9143 
Bare Sportswear (604) 533-7848 
Beuchat (954) 978-1204 
Body Glove (310) 374-4074 
Dacor (847) 446-9555 
Deep See (800) 367-2626, 

(360) 435-6696 
Forté (800) 500-8292, 

(714) 848-8292 
IDI (800) 257-2822, 

(714) 994-3900 
Mares (800) 874-3236 
Oceanic (510) 562-0500 
Ocean Master (818) 582-8000 
Orca (703) 478-0333 
Scubapro (800) 467-2822 
Sea Quest (619) 438-1101 
Sherwood Scuba (716) 283-1010 
Sterling USA (310) 393-5358 
TUSA (310) 498-3708 
U.S. Divers (714) 540-8010 
UWATEC (207) 729-7000 
Zeagle (813) 782-5568 
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) | — or divers, Micronesia’s mysteri- 
ous underworld with its coral 


encrusted WWII wrecks, colorful cliffs 






and astounding fish and animal life, is 






by far the biggest attraction. yet, 






almost instantaneously upon arrival 







travelers discover that Micronesia’s 


most profound intrigue lies in the 






hearts and lives of its inhabitants. 








74 


Although Micronesia’s combined land 
mass is a mere 919 square miles, the 
2,203 islands which make up this vast 
archipelago are scattered across a dis- 
tance of three million square miles 
between the Philippines and Hawaii. It 
is believed that Micronesia’s first set- 
tlers canoed across the Pacific from the 
Philippines and Indonesia possibly as 
early as 400 B.C. Later, the eastern 
islands were discovered by explorers 
from Melanesia. Although a common 
thread links the cultures of similar ori- 
gins, each island group is different. 
Other Pacific island groups like Fiji and 
Hawaii offer variations on a single 
melody — in Micronesia, every island 
is a completely different song. 

Heading Micronesia’s long list of 
impressive dive destinations is Palau, 
best known for its distinctively gor- 
geous reefs and stunning emerald 
green rock islands. Next in line is 





Chuuk, home of Truk Lagoon which 


boasts the largest collection of ship- 
wrecks in the world. The newest star on 
Micronesia’s diving scene is Yap, the 
only dive destination on the planet 
where manta sightings are guaranteed! 
Pohnpei, encircled by a barrier reef, is 
known for its walls of giant orange ele- 
phant ear sponges and thrilling fish- 
filled passes. The most developed 
island is Guam, a U.S. territory which 


doubt, a highlight of any Palau adven- 


offers all the amenities of America, a 
colorful Chamorro culture, pretty reefs 
and interesting wreck dives. Lesser 
known but equally fascinating are 
Saipan, Rota, Kosrae and the Marshall 
Islands. All offer their own unique vari- 
ety of reefs and wrecks and relics that 
tell the tragic tale of the war. 


¥ he 340 islands which com- 

prise Palau are enclosed with- 

in a barrier reef forming a 
protected lagoon, 18 miles wide and 
93 miles long. Scattered within the 
lagoon are hundreds of limestone rock 
islands—bizarre mushroom-shaped 
formations, once submerged vol- 
canos, which over time became cov- 
ered with coral before being pushed 
up out of the sea and blanketed with 
vegetation. Zipping through this 
maze at warp speed is, without a 


ture. Consistent currents flowing into 
the lagoon feed thriving coral gar- 
dens. The barrier reef, which descends 
to depths of more than 1,200 feet, 
attracts sharks, mantas and pelagics. 
Palau’s unique geological struc- 
ture creates a wealth of diving oppor- 
tunities. Most dramatic are the walls, 
including shark-infested Blue Corner 
where whitetips, blacktips and grey 
reef sharks congregate, and coral 








encrusted Big Drop-off and Siaes 
Tunnel where soft corals cover the 
floor and walls. Most intriguing are 
Palau’s underwater oddities like land- 


locked Jellyfish Lake—a sea of pul- 


sating non-stinging blobs and Chan- 
delier Cave with its myriad chambers 
and crystalline stalactites. For wreck 
lovers, there’s more than 50 ships 
from the Japanese Imperial Navy on 
the bottom of the Palau Lagoon. 


ne of Micronesia’s most 

beautiful islands is Pohnpei, 

complete with green moun- 
tain peaks, lush rain forests and thun- 
dering waterfalls. The barrier reef 
which encircles the island creates a 
sheltered lagoon inside with hun- 
dreds of protected coral reefs and a 
sheer 6000-foot outer wall. 

Pohnpei's best diving is found in 
the 18 channels and passes which con- 
nect the lagoon to the open sea. The sea 
fans and soft corals which line the walls 
form a colorful backdrop for a perpetu- 
al parade of wildlife that convenes in 
the passes to feed; jacks, barracuda, 
sharks and manta rays are commonly 
seen. Another popular dive spot is Ant 
Atoll, located about 10 miles southwest 
of Pohnpei. The biggest attraction is 
Ant Pass, a screaming fish-filled drift 
dive. On the west side of Ant Pass is 
Orange Wall, so named for its quarter 
mile stretch of enormous orange ele- 
phant ear sponges—an underwater 
phenomenon unique to Pohnpei. 


lthough WWII wrecks are 
found off many islands in 





Micronesia, none are more 
beautiful than those on the floor of 
Truk Lagoon. Shortly after WWI, Truk 
Lagoon became the base for the Japan- 
ese Imperial Fleet. In 1944 the fleet was 
attacked by a U.S. task force and more 
than 400 planes and 50 ships were lost. 
The warm water and consistent nutri- 


ent rich currents in Chuuk’s sheltered 
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lake-like lagoon provides ideal condi- 
tions for coral growth and these life- 
less metal hulks have since been trans- 
formed into extraordinary, 
kaleidoscopic soft coral wonderlands. 
Of the 50 known war casualties, 
more than 35 have been discovered 
and several dozen are dived on a reg- 
ular basis. The 437-foot Fujikawa 
Maru, a Japanese freighter, is one of 


the local favorites. It was used as an 


aircraft ferry, and propeller blades, 


ISLANDS OF 


MICRONESIA 


Postcard perfect island paradises. Unspoiled coral reefs and 


azure lagoons. Atolls teeming with vibrant life and color. 


A DOVE RI 


Coral encusted shipwrecks and awesome drop-offs. A lively 


population of mixed cultures, tradition, legends and history. 


The Islands of Micronesia. Experience them with Continental 


Micronesia. Call toll free for flight and tour information. 


1-800-900-7657 





machine guns, bullets, saki bottles 
and Zero fighter fuselages can be 
found in the ship’s cargo holds. One 
of Chuuk’s most beautiful wrecks is 
the Shinkoku Maru, a Japanese 
tanker adorned with a forest of yel- 
low, pink, red and white soft coral. 


ithout a doubt, the most 
exotic island in Microne- 
sia's cache of treasures is 
Yap—the island of stone money and 


MAJURO 
KOSRAE 


Continental 
Micronesia 


Fly with the warmth of Paradise 
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manta rays. The culture and language 
of Yap is entirely different from the 
rest of Micronesia and village visits 
are a trip back in time; women wear 
erass skirts, men wear loincloths and 
outdoor banks display giant stone 
money disks up to 12 feet across. 
Although the Yapese no longer quarry 
stone money, more than 7,000 pieces 
remain on the island and the discs are 
still used as local currency. 

Almost a decade ago, huge congre- 
gations of manta rays were discovered 
in one of the channels that lead to Yap’s 
sheltered lagoon. Since then, more than 
100 of these graceful winged creatures 
have been identified and manta diving 
has indisputably become Yap’s main 
attraction. Manta Ridge, a popular 
gathering spot, is a manta ray cleaning 
station; mantas, often more than a 
dozen at a time, hover in formation 
while parasites are removed by wrasses 
and other tiny cleaners. Equally excit- 
ing and completely different is a drift 
dive through Mil Channel. Divers 
begin their adventure on an incoming 
tide at the mouth of the channel and 
float past spectacular scenery while 
squadrons of mantas, eagle rays, sharks 
and clouds of trevally jacks cruise by. 
For those who can bear to tear them- 
selves away from the mantas, Yap also 
offers an excellent assortment of coral 
gardens, caverns and walls. 


On all of the islands you'll find 
comfortable accommodations and 
reputable dive operators. Palau and 
Chuuk also offer the option of live- 
aboard diving. Continental Airlines’ 
convenient island hopper service 
makes getting to Micronesia a breeze. 
Direct flights are available into Guam 
with convenient connections to the 
outer islands, and several times a 
week flights stop at each island along 
the way. If you have the time, visit two 
or more islands during your stay and 
see all Micronesia has to offer. 











= ag? by 
Tadd iS amt. al ait Rs 
alain Bec Se a ee a 
. conee Pee ee eam . 
iihtchtiitelthantinnine Wee iii oo 


You may want to book your Micronesia vacation through Continental Micronesia 
Airlines’ new tour division, Continental Micronesia Island Adventures. 


Continental Micronesia 
Island Adventures/ 
Continental Micronesia 
Continental Micronesia is proud to 
introduce Continental Micronesia 
Island Adventures, the tour division of 
the company. They can put together a 
dive vacation package for you with any 
dive resort or operator in Micronesia. 
Call for details on fall and winter 1996 
specials. 800-900-7657, fax 310-322-5111 
Continental Micronesia or “Air 
Mike” offers 130 flights per week to 
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more than 20 
destinations in 
Asia and the 
Pacific. They 
offer daily ser- 
vice from Hon- 
olulu to Guam, 
with depar- 
tures that con- 
nect conve- 
niently with 
inbound flights 
from the main- 
land over both LAX and SFO gateways. 

Continental Micronesia offers a 
special Acclaimed Business First ser- 
vice as well as upgraded coach. The 
added amenities of business class 





include personalized 
concierge service, pri- 
ority check-in, in-flight 
duty-free shopping, 
on-board complimen- 
tary premier liquors, 
wines and champagne 
as well as sumptuous 
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2a) + Ample Deck Space ". 


5G , 9497 Pre aX "305 “> 9-94.75 


e-mail: dancer@winnet.net 


meals served on fine china. 800-945- 
9955, fax 310-322-5111 


Sun Dancer II 

PALAU 

The all new M/V Sun Dancer II will 
cruise the waters of Palau beginning 
in early 1997. Peter Hughes will 
replace the Sun Dancer with the 138- 
foot Sun Dancer II, accommodating 
20 guests in 10 large double occu- 
pancy staterooms. A second 400 h.p. 
water jet driven “Safe Boat” dive ten- 
der will be added for swift trans- 
portation to the dive sites and to 
minimize crowding on the reef and 
maximize diver safety, comfort and 


In January, Peter Hughes’ all new, 138-foot Sun Dancer II 
will replace the original Sun Dancer. 


a: 7 in 
1 91) DANCER Il REPLACES 
SUN DANCER IN 1997 
-¢ Full Course Sit-down Dining « 
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convenience. Enriched air fills and 
Nitrox certifications will be available 
on board. 

Sun Dancer II’s package prices 
range from $1895 to $2095 pp/do fora 
seven-night cruise. Prices include use 
of a day room at the Palau Pacific 
Resort on the day of arrival, final 
night stay at the resort and the diving 
permit fee charged by Koror State. 
800-9-DANCER, Fax 305-669-9475, E- 
mail: dancer@winnet.net Internet: 
http:/ /www.winnet.net/dancer/ 


(Divers, that is. ) 


Let our experience 
make your's the best. 


For reservations or a free 


brochure, call (800) 348-2628. 


Bay Islands Aggressor Il, Honduras 
Belize Aggressor Ill, Belize 

Cayman Aggressor Ill, BVV/ 
Galapagos Aggressor | & Il, Ecuador 
Kona Aggressor Il, Hawaii 

Okeanos Aggressor, Costa Rica 

Palau Aggressor Il, Republic of Belau 
Truk Aggressor Il, Micronesia 

Turks & Caicos Aggressor, BW/ 
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Aggressor Fleet offers two different live-aboard options in Micronesia, 


the Palau and Truk Aggressor I. 


Palau Ageressor IT 
Truk Aggressor 


Discover Micronesia from aboard the 
Palau and Truk Aggressors II and you'll 


yr over a decade, 


Aggressor Fleet, the world’s 
largest live-aboard operation, 
has helped 30,000 divers live 
their dreams. And now, with 
10 luxury yachts at 9 top dive 
destinations worldwide, 
the possibilities are endless. 


Discover over 2,000 sea creatures 
from aboard our floating resorts, 
offering private cabins with baths, 
hot tubs and photo labs. 
Learn secrets from top photo pros, 
such as Church, Frier, Newbert & 
Waterman. Even dive with the 
planet's #1 underwater explorer, 
Jean-Michel Cousteau! 


There’s great value, too. 
Enjoy a week's worth of exciting 
dives, quality accommodations, 
top-notch service and delicious 

food--all for one very 
possible price. 

Aggressor Fleet has the 

experience to make your's 
the best. Just ask any of 
our 30,000 dive buddies. 


GRESS 
re Op 





— 
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FLEET 


THE Uctimarte IN Live-Asoarps® 
A live-aboard franchising agent 
A full service travel agency 


AGGRESSOR FLEET, LIMITED 
P.O. Drawer K, Morgan City, LA 70381 
fax 504-384-0817 e-Mail divooat@aol.com 
103261.1275@compuserve.com 


©1996 Wilson & Associates, Inc. Maui, HI 
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encounter up to 2,000 species of fish 
and big animals, 60 incredible wrecks, 
walls, caverns, blue holes, coral gar- 
dens and a jellyfish lake. Now their 
new high-speed jet driven skiff in Palau 
allows easy access to pristine dive spots 
unavailable to most divers. 

Departing each week from Koror 
and Weno, these 106' and 107' luxury live- 
aboard dive yachts provide 14-16 guests 
the utmost comfort, with air-conditioned 
staterooms, hot tubs, sundecks, entertain- 
ment centers, E-6 photo labs, dual ladder 
dive platforms, private dive lockers, wet- 
bars and delicious dining. Both vessels 
were named in the top 10 best live- 
aboards and best value for diving dollar 
in RSD’s 1996 Readers’ Choice awards. 
Weekly year-round adventures: Palau 
$1995; Truk $1895. 800-348-2628, fax 504- 
384-0817, E-mail: divboat@aol.com or 
103261. 1275@compuserve.com 


Manta Ray Bay Hotel/ 


Yap Divers 
YAP 


Manta Ray Bay Hotel is a dedicated 
dive hotel with Yap Divers and a dive 
deck just steps from your room. The 
hotel has 23 rooms with two queen- 
sized beds, AC, TV/VCR and mini-bar. 
Amenities include a full service restau- 
rant featuring 
international cui- 


sine, an outdoor 


Manta Ray Bay Hotel 
and Yap Divers owner 
Bill Acker discovered 
many of Yap’s now 
famous sites where 
manta rays congregate 
regularly. 





bar and barbeque deck where nightly 
barbeques and slide shows are held. 

Yap Divers is a PADI 5-Star Dive 
Center with five dive boats, private dive 
lockers, rinse tanks, a full service photo 
and video center and rental gear. Their 
boats visit all of Yap’s famous dive sites 
including Manta Ridge, Lionfish Wall, 
Magic Kingdom and Gofnuw Channel. 

Rates at the Manta Ray Bay Hotel 
range from $95 to $240 per night. A 5- 
night/4-day dive package starts at $672.75 
pp. And don’t forget, Yap is a free stopover 
on the way to or from Palau! 011-691-350- 
2300, fax 011-691-350-4567/3841 E-mail: 
yapdivers@manta ray.com 


S.S. Thorfinn 


TRUK LAGOON 

Experience the world’s best wreck 
diving from one of Truk Lagoon’s best 
live-aboards, the S. S. Thorfinn. It is 
the only live-aboard able to take you 
to 32 different wrecks in one week. 
They visit all of the wrecks from 





11 Luxurious 
Staterooms 
with vanities 
& TV/VCR. 
8 cabins 
feature private 
baths. 


Separate Dining 
Reese Me)a cracks uscielshe-telt 


style sit down service 
for 24 guests. 
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AND DIVE THE 


THORFIN 


**SHIPWRECK CITY’’ 


OF TRUK LAGOON 
(MAX 6 DIVERS PER WRECK) 


Nearly $1 million US was 
spent refitting Micronesia’s 
largest live-aboard dive boat. 


CONTACT 


SEAWARD HOLIDAYS MICRONESIA 
P.O. BOX DX, MOEN 
TRUK STATE, FSM 96942 
OFFICE/FAX 011-691-330-4253 
SHIP 011-691-330-4302 
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> iscover a tropical 
Eden in the West- 


ern Caroline Islands , 
Yap Island. We're per- 
haps best known for our 
Stone Money, carved 
from distant islands and 
transported in sailing 
canoes on epic voyages 
over open ocean. With 
over 90 miles of virgin 
barrier reef and our 
incredible marine pano- 
ramas it’s no wonder 












nel, plankton, tide and 
current set the stage for 
a daily undersea ballet 
featuring Giant Manta 
Rays, some of the 
» Ocean's largest crea- 
tures. A single manta 
encounter is a tremen-.-~ 
dous experience butyon 
Yap our mantas stream 
in and out in formations, | 
often more than a dozen 
at a time! And there’s | 
more...Our outer drop- — 
offs offer crystal crlear | 
visibility in excess of 





100 ft. Colorful vertical 
walls, coral caverns, 
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diving! The 
-mantas and 


| hope to see 
Leet son 


Relax in our 
custom hot 
tub while 
enjoying a 
role) ebubel ane 
snack after 
each dive. 


Spacious 24x36 main 
salon has a full bar, 
ocean aquarium & big 


screen TV/VCR. 


morays, giant turtles, | 
armadas of lionfish and ie 
so much more entice 

divers who choose to , 
experience the underwa- | 
ter paradise that is Yap. | 
Treat yourself to 5 days | 

of diving with Yap Divers 


and 5 nights of relaxa- 


tion with Manta Ray Bay 
Hotel, and together 


_we'll explore the Man- 


ta’s secret world. Call 
me today and ask about 
our 5 day/S night dive 
package and I'll tell you 
about our special little 
island and how to get 
here... 

or we can 
simply talk 





i - MA 
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~— -BILL-ACKER ~ 
NTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
MAN & YAP DIVERS 


~ P.O. Box MR, Yap, 
FSM 96943 
Phone:011-691-350-2300 
Fax:011-691-350-4567 
011-691 -350-3841 
or call 800-DIVE-YAP 79 
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‘ parkling crystal blue 
waters invitingly splash 
upon the sun-kissed beaches 
that skirt the tropical green 
of the Rock Islands. Reefs 
teem with an endless variety 
of marine life to produce an 
ever-changing color kaleido- 
scope. A charming people 
greet you from the shores 
with the warmth of their 
smiles. 
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luxurious resorts to friendly 
guesthouses. Daily flights 
connect to all major Asian 
and western U.S. cities. 






Sound like your kind of 
paradise? Palau 
Simply the best... 
from top to bottom. 
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P. O. Box 256, Koror, Palau 96940 
Tel: (680) 488-2793/1930 
Fax: (680) 488-1453/1725 








Web: hitp://www.visit-palau.com 
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Dive as many as 32 of Truk’s wrecks on 


a week-long trip aboard the S.S. Thorfinn. 


Operation Hailstorm during WWII 
and they guarantee only six divers 
per wreck at a time. Completely re- 
fitted in December of 1995, the 
Thorfinn now includes eleven double 
staterooms (eight with queen-sized 
beds and private baths), in-room 
TV/VCR, main salon with big screen 
TV and large ocean aquarium and 
sit-down dining service. 24 guests 
are pampered by a dedicated 21-per- 
son crew. Week-long cruises cost 
$1,895. 011-691-330-3040 or 691-330- 
4302, fax 011-691-330-4253 
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The Carolines Resort 
PALAU 

The Carolines is a small resort with 
five private bungalows overlooking 
the Rock Islands of Palau. Five more 
bungalows are under construction. 
The resort offers guests a nearby 
private beach, pool and tennis 
courts. Dive packages are available 
starting at $923 pp/do for 7 
nights/5 days diving. 011-680-488- 
3754, fax 011-680-488-3756 


See & Sea 


For thirty years, See & Sea has helped 
divers select the best vacations in the 
most exotic, remote places. 

See & Sea literally invented the 
live-aboard industry, and now offers 
clients only the finest dive cruisers in 
destinations such as Palau, Papua 
New Guinea, Cocos Island, Malpelo, 
the Red Sea and Fiji. 

For guidance in seasons, accom- 
modations and marine life (sharks 


= ~ 


Land of Stone Monev « Home of the Mantas 


Yap exceeds the four primary criteria for a diving destination—warm 
water, clear water, diverse marine life and living coral reefs. Dive steep 
reef dropoffs or gentle slopes, channel drifts or the protected confines of 
the harbor. See sharks, turtles, fisn, sunken ships and planes, rare shells, 
and of course manta rays! 


YOUR DIVE OPERATORS ON THE ISLAND ARE: 


BEYOND THE REEF CHARTERS 
Tel/Fax: 691-350-3733 


Yap DIVERS 
Tel: 691-350-2300 


Nature's Way 
Tel/Fax: 691-350-3407 


Fax: 691-350-4567 


For more information: 


YAP STATE TOURISM OFFICE 


011-691-350-2298 


P.O. Box 36 - Colonia, Yap FM 96943 « fax 011-691-350-2571 
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New in Micronesia: See & Sea introduces the 
first flying live-aboard, Rainbow Hunter. 
are our specialty), See & Sea provides 
one-stop shopping for expert advice, 
competent service and the world’s 
elite dive operations. 800-DIV-XPRT, 
415-434-3400, fax 415-434-3409. 
Internet: http://www /divxprt.com 
E-mail: divxprt@ix.net com.com 


Fish ’N Fins 

PALAU 

As the pioneer dive shop in Palau, Fish 
’N Fins is given credit for discovering 
most of Palau’s dive sites. Their fleet 
includes two 30-foot and two 25-foot 
dive boats carrying no more than six to 
ten divers. Fish ‘N Fins prides itself on 


Fish ‘N Fins and the Palau Marina Hotel, the 
perfect combination for diving value in Palau. 


eee 


ea" P.O. Box 399 » a Palau 96940 
Tel: (680) 488-3754/55 
Fax: (680) 488-3756 
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The World leader in div | GRR 
e World leade ai e trave 7 Pea > 
is your expert for Micronesia 
—and for the world’s other 


exotic destinations! 


Ou the Inconee: ISBBR SCA 


e- ; TRAVEL SERVICE, INC. 
divxprt@ix.netcom.com See 
00 FRANCISCO STREET 


ia search engines SUITE 205 


“See & Sea Travel” SAN FRANCISCO 
CALIFORNIA 94133 
World Wide Web: PHONE 415.434.3400 
http://www.divxprt.com/see&seag FAX 415.434.3409 


CA #1011804-10 


® PALAU. MICRON 


‘Tah 


YOU DON’T HAVE TO DREAM ABOUT DIVING IN 
PALAU. 


This is your dive trip of a lifetime. You work hard for your money, so why take chances? 
Dive with Palau’s foremost dive operation. Our friendly, experienced guides are the best in 
the business and our fleet of 26’ dive boats will speed you to the best dive sites in the world! 
Fish ‘N Fins and the Marina Hotel are made for divers and offers the best value in Palau! 


Dyfi 01 1-680-488-2637 or fax 011-680-488-1725 
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Mutt) Poseidon Ventures Tours 8OO-38 54-9334 
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Poseidon 
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personalized service and no cattle | 
herding on dive boats. Fish ‘N Fins | 


offers NAUI certifications including a 
four-day course for Open Water I. 


Hotel/dive packages are offered with | 
the Palau Marina Hotel located next | 


door. Packages include accommoda- 
tions at Palau Marina, diving, break- 


fast and picnic lunch for $130/day | 


double occupancy. For further infor- 


mation, contact Poseidon Ventures | 
Tours 800-854-9334. | 
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Sam’s Dive Tours 
PALAU 

Sam's Dive Tours offers personalized ser- 
vice above and below the surface with 
only eight divers or less per boat and cus- 
tomized diving available. They offer 
PADI certifications from Discover Scuba 
and Snorkeling to Assistant Instructor 
plus most of the PADI specialties. Sam’s 
offers hotel/dive packages with a variety 
of hotels to fit your budget. A 7-night/5- 
days-diving package includes 10 boat 


Sam’s Dive Tours invites you to discover the widerwater richesof Palau. 


> Personalized Service. Your Satisfaction is Our Ultimate Concern: 


> Customized Packages Available. 
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> Palau’s BeghLand Foyes ETiTe| aS —— / -" 
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800-794-9RNR 
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P.O. Box,428 * Koror, Republic of Palau 96940 


PAvDI 


onderful sea-side cottages set 
YY irons the beautiful Rock 
Islands will be the highlight of 
your stay. Dive the famous sites of 
Palau with our crew of experienced 


dive masters or let us take you fishing 
or touring. 


Introductory diving * Boat Diving tours « Rock 
Island tours e Fishing tours * Diving equip- 
ment for rent « Also available: Night diving, 
Chandelier Cave, Peleliu Drop, Blue Corner etc. 


Carp Island Resort 
& Palau Diving Center 
pba 
Meagan, 011-680-488-2978 
Fax: 011-680-488-3155 


P.O. BOX 5 
Koror, Palau 96940 
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The Palau Pacific Resort and “Splash” 
combine the culture of the islands with 
the luxury amenities of a world class 
resort and dive center. 


Together, Palau Pacific Resort, “Splash” 
and Photo Palau guarantee a unique 
Micronesian diving experience not 
found anywhere else in the world! 


a 


palau pacific Reso 


like no other island dream! 








PAN PACIFIC Hotels PAN PACIFIC Hotels and Resorts Resorts 


z) 


Koror, Republic of Palau, 96940 


011-680-488-2600 


fax 011-680-488-1606 or 1601 


P.O. Box 308 
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dives, lunch, drinks, tanks, weights and 
hotel transfer for $642.50 pp/do. 011-680- 
488-1062, fax 011-680-488-5003 


Carp Island Resort/ 
Palau Diving Center 


| PALAU 
| Carp Island Resort and Palau Diving 


| Center are known for their close proxim- 


ity to Palau’s best dive sites, safe diving 


| service and well-trained and profession- 


| al divemasters. The resort offers nine 


| seaside cottages or dive house accom- 


modations. A 6-night/7-days-diving 


| package is $980-1079 pp/do depending 


on the season and includes accommoda- 


| tions and tax, seven two-tank boat dives, 





three meals per day, airport and boat 
transfer, weights and guide. 011-680- 
488-2978, fax 011-680-488-3155 


Palau Pacific Resort 
PALAU 
The Palau Pacific Resort offers divers 


| the option of a luxury class hotel while 


Dedicated 
to only 
Micronesia. 


Trip-N-Tour is from 
Micronesia. We are 
Micronesian. At Trip-N-Tour 
we devote 100% of our 
time and expertise to 
only Micronesia, to ensure 
your trip is the very best. 


Ir-1-lour 
MICRONESIA 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS OF THESE ISLANDS 


1-800-348-0842 


Call today for a FREE 28 
page, full-color dive brochure! 
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enjoying Palau’s underwater wonders. 
Resort amenities include open air and 
air-conditioned dining, private beach, 
shops, pool, tennis, driving range, 
jacuzzi, nature trail, excellent snorkel- 
ing and various watersports. Room 
rates range from $195 to $500. Splash 
Dive Center, located on-site, offers 
PADI referrals and certifications, shore 
diving, storage and Photo Palau, a com- 
plete photo and video center. 011-680- 
488-2600, fax 011-680-488-1606 


Trip-N-Tour Micronesia 
For 14 years, Trip-N-Tour has devoted 


all of its time and expertise to Microne- 
sia vacation packages. As a result, they 
send more divers to Micronesia than 
all other dive travel specialists com- 
bined. Offering a variety of accommo- 
dation styles from budget to deluxe to 
live-aboards, Trip-N-Tour can cus- 
tomize your trip to suit your needs. 
Call about the new packages to Bikini. 


Micronesian 
immersion; 


Gareltre’) 

meete 

emme) 

radUupatsabercasbatce) 

Micronesia’s 

pristine waters 

where the action 

is electric, the wild 
Fitecaettincmyullemnyacce «se 

ships become grand reefs and tiny 
organisms create unimaginable colors. 
2. a preoccupation with Micronesia’s 
mural of brilliant sunsets, untamed 
Pavave \rers\ erenmmme) arclebs a(ersvacce mmm elce)a) (CREP TRTe 
layers of history within its legends, tra- 
ditional houses, ancient dances, mas- 
sive ruins and remnants from wars past. 


SLL 
(LAL! > 


PACTOURS 
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800-348-0842, fax 619-724-9897 


PACTOURS 

PACTOURS is based in Guam U.S.A. 
within the heart of Micronesia. They 
“meet and greet you and assist you” 
throughout your Micronesia tour. PAC- 
TOURS serves Guam, Palau, Truk, Yap, 
Pohnpei, Kosrae, Saipan and Rota and 
represents all of the major hotels and dive 
and tour operations on these islands. Ask 
about their historical dive tour for 1997 
which includes Bikini, Truk and Rota. 
800-245-4129, fax 011-671-649-4221, e- 


mail: pactours @ kuentos.guam.net 


Sundance Tours & Dive Shop 
TRUK 


Sundance Tours & Dive Shop is the 
only fully integrated tour operator in 
Truk Lagoon. STDS has a new Rob 
Shirley’s Pro 42 dive boat offering 
two 2-tank diving trips a day. STDS 
offers dive packages with the best 


THE ULTIMATE 


We are your one-stop source for 
snorkeling and cultural land tours. 
Night diving too. 

Dive the amazing wrecks of Truk 
Lagoon in the luxury of our new 


Pro 42’ Jet boat. 


phone 01 1-691-330-4234 
fax 011-691-330-4451 


E-mail: info @ DiveTrukLagoon.com 
Internet: http://www.divetruklagoon.com 
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hotels on the island. Packages start at 
$425 pp/do and include airport trans- 
fer, dive guide, tanks, weights and 
lunch on dive days. 011-691-330- 
4234, fax 011-691-330-4451. E-mail: 
info@divetruklagoon.com Internet: 
http:/ /www.divetruklagoon. com 


Truk Stop Hotel 
TRUK 


With its new dock, including rinse 
area and dive lockers, the Truk Stop 
Hotel now has it all. It offers a cen- 
tral location close to the airport, 
shopping and dive facilities. The 
resort-sized rooms overlook Truk 
Lagoon and have air conditioning, 
private bath and balconies plus 
cable TV. A patio bar and air-condi- 
tioned restaurant offer guests fine 
food and drink on-site. Packages 
are available. 011-691-330-4232, fax 
011-691-330-2286. E-mail: com- 
puserve 105121, 304 


The Truk Stop Hotel is 
located right on Truk 


Lagoon. The 23 resort 

size guest rooms 

include standard and 
deluxe oceanview rooms and suites. Room 
amenities include AC, refrigerator, phone, 
cable TV and drinking water. Enjoy the spec- 
tacular view of Truk Lagoon from the patio 
bar or the restaurant. The Truk Stop’s newest 
addition is a dock, complete with rinse area 
and dive lockers for divers convenience. 


THE NEW BAR & RESTAURANT OVERLOOKING 
BEAUTIFUL TRUK LAGOON ARE NOW OPEN. 


TRUK STOP HOTEL 


011-691-330-4232 
Fax: 011-691-330-2286 — E-mail: 105121.304 
Web: http://www.netilus.com/TrukStopHotel 
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ADVERTISING IN 
RODALE’S SCUBA DIVING WORKS! 


Here’s what just a few of our satisified advertisers have to say: 


“TCB gets more bang for the buck with Rodale’s Scuba 
Diving. The Tourism Corporation Bonaire has been 
running 1/2 page ads in Rodale’s Scuba Diving magazine 
on a consistent basis for the last 3 years. To keep an 
accurate record of how each magazine is working, our 
representatives in New York are instructed to ask each 
caller ‘How did you hear of us? Rodale’s Scuba Diving 
has consistently outperformed all other magazines 
from the start of the “consumer source of information” 
which has been conducted since May of 1994.” 


Lity-ANNE STEWART-DE GEUS - DIRECTOR OF MARKETING 


“Treasure Island Divers receives great response from our 
ads in Rodale’s Scuba Diving. We’ve been advertising in 
the magazine for three years and recently have found 
that more and more people are calling and booking as a 
result of reading 
the magazine. You 
can always tell 
when a new issue 
comes out because 
our phones. start 
ringing almost 
immediately. 
Island 


Divers advertises in 


Treasure 
GRAND CAYMAN, B.W.I. 
Rodale’s Scuba Diving because it puts divers on our boats! 
Thanks Rodale’s!” 
LYNN BROCKMAN - MARKETING DiRECTOR 


“As the new director of the 
YMCA Scuba Program and faced 
with a variety of options to express 
our new ideas, I ran just one ad in 
Rodale’s Scuba Diving in early 1996. 
I was very impressed with the 
response this ad generated. With 
the YMCA Scuba Program’s recent 
renaissance, we are focusing on a 
new direction. Rodale’s Scuba 
Diving delivered our message to 

serious divers who represent the leaders in scuba. After 

seeing these results, I plan to continue advertising in 

RSD for one important reason — It Works!” 

CRAIG JENNI : DIRECTOR ‘ YMCA ScuBA PROGRAM 


“Have you ever heard this before? 

It’s raining—business is slow. 

The economy is bad—business is slow. 

Customers are just not buying—business is slow. 

If you have, call Rodale’s Scuba Diving—the magazine 

that keeps the customers calling 24 hours a day.” 
BERGER BROTHERS 


Find out how we can help your business grow. 


cai 912-351-6233 
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_ f this winter is anything like 
last year’s, most of North 
America can expect to be 
gripped in record-breaking low 
temperatures well into spring. For 
divers escaping frigid weather, the 
Cayman Islands sparkle in winter, 
from the crystal-clear vis and 
bright-blue water of the Caribbean 
to the colorful reefs, walls and 
ravines beckoning just offshore. 
On Grand Cayman, spend a 
day playing with the friendly resi- 
dents of Stingray City, swim the 
spectacular cliffs along the 
fabled North Wall or dive the 
exciting East End. Or perhaps 
make a side trip to one of the sis- 
ter islands, Cayman Brac and Lit- 
tle Cayman, to sample the 
superb diving there. 





ADVERTISEMENT 


Tt) Ga = 


= = 


<tr Bae WN 


CR BS RS pS 





George Town Harbour 





This winter, the choice is going to be even more difficult, With so many world-class options and more than 40 dive 


thanks to Cayman Brac’s scheduled addition of an awesome operators servicing the three islands, it’s getting really tough 
dive site—a 350-foot Soviet warship. (At the time of this article, to decide where to dive ... except obviously somewhere in 
the ship was scheduled to be sunk in the fall.) Known as Fatrol the Cayman Islands. Maybe this will help. 
Vessel No. 356, this is the only diveable Soviet warship any- Grand Cayman, the largest and most developed of the 


where in the world. It will be conveniently situated in a | 10-foot three islands, offers the best nightlife, the largest number of 


trench, 200 yards out from the old Buccaneer Inn. luxury hotels and condos and the most varied restaurant 
selection. Grand Cayman is also the 
birthplace of modern sport diving in the 
Caribbean. It’s not surprising it all started 
here in 1957, since Grand Cayman 
boasts two aspects of the sport 
unequaled anywhere else: extremely var- 
ied marine life plus superb wall diving. 

One of the world’s great underwater 
spectacles is the world-renowned Stingray 
City, the protected site in North Sound 
where as many as 50 Southern stingrays 
have almost become divers’ pets. In just 
12 - 15 feet of water, Stingray City is also a 
snorkeler’s dream come true. 

Divers can also approach larger 
rays, some two to three times the size of 
Stingray City’s, at the 60-foot site known 
as the Valley of the Rays. Half-burying 
themselves in the sand, these rays usu- 
ally remain at rest unless disturbed. 
Equally as amazing is the crowded spot 
Known as Tarpon Alley, where scores 
of schooling tarpon can be found hang- 
ing in the same long coral canyon. 


Ironically, as Grand Cayman’s 22- 





mile-long coast is better explored, more 
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and more animal hangouts are being discovered, so the vari- 
ety of marine life is ever expanding, not disappearing, as on 
some other Caribbean islands. 

It was Grand Cayman’s North Wall, a remarkable line of 
reef that runs for 20 miles off the north coast, that first made 
Cayman a diving legend. The ravines, tunnels and drop-offs 
beginning between 50 and 90 feet are so thickly lined with 
huge, fan-shaped gorgonians that they often obscure the hard 
corals under them. On the protected lee side, equally celebrat- 
ed West Wall runs parallel to shore for almost nine miles, has 
little current and often boasts vis of 100 feet. It’s also a very 
short boat trip from the major hotels on Seven Mile Beach. 

When the North Wall is unavailable in 
winter due to a passing cold front, anoth- 
er popular and reliable spot is the 18- 
mile-long South Wall where the water is 
often swimming-pool calm. Impressive 
ravines and deep valleys often seqment 
South Wall, which begins at about 80 
feet. At the six-mile-long East End Wall, 
conditions are often rough, but that’s just 
why many experienced divers love it. East 
End is the spot for seldom seen deep- 
water creatures like manta rays, sharks, 
tuna and even sailfish. 

The Caribbean’s wall of walls, howev- 
er, is at tiny Little Cayman, voted the 
Caribbean’s best dive destination in last 
year’s Rodale’s Scuba Diving Keaders’ 
Choice Top 100. Not only did Little Cayman 
take top honors for best wall diving but also 
for best fish life and healthiest reefs. 

At famed Bloody Bay and Jackson 
Point, the sheer drop-offs begin at 18 feet, 
an amazingly shallow depth where many 
of the colors remain strikingly visible. 
Nowhere else will you find such a thick 


blend of sponges, corals and fans at such 


shallow depths in sparkling clear water. ore Full Price* 
: ackage 
Every spot is a good one, some truly great, 3 days diving $200 $360 $160 
guaranteed to provide a lifetime memory. 4days diving $265 $480 $215 
5 days diving $330 $600 $270 
The outstanding fish life comes in the 6 days diving $400 $720 $320 


forms of tropicals and large tame grouper. 

Little Cayman devotees will admit 
that the walls on nearby Cayman Brac 
are every bit as rich, only deeper. The 
Brac offers excellent walls off both the 


north and south coasts between 50 and 






| *For one 2-tank a.m. dive and one 2-tank p.m. dive 
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south side is also home to the Brac’s huge school of resident 
tarpon that cluster over open reefs in just 30 to 35 feet. 

The sinking of the Soviet warship off the Brac is altering com- 
pletely the direction of diving there. Previously, boats from the 
Brac would go regularly to Litthe Cayman for the wall diving there 
but it was never vice versa. Soon, dive boats from Little Cayman 
will be shuttling back and forth to dive the Brac’s new “shipreef.” 

The beauty of diving all three Cayman Islands is that even 
in winter, there’s always somewhere you can dive. With so many 
outstanding sites, warm water and sheltered lees, it’s easy to 


understand why so many divers escape freezing temperatures 





and winter’s doldrums to come here. 


Meds ill 
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GRAND CAYMAN, B.W. 
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Cost if 





Unlimited Savings 











Treasure Island Divers now proudly owns Dive Inn, 
conveniently located at Sleep Inn Hotel. 


1-800-872-7552 


Le) complete vacation planning, including Air & Accommodations FAX 954-351-9740 


60 feet on the north side and between 
80 and 90 off the southern coast. The 


Some 


restrictions apply, holiday weeks excluded. Call for deadline dates. 
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Treasure 
Island 

Divers 

At Treasure 
Island Divers, 
divers decide 
the 


boats will go 


where 





You're treated like one of the family at Treasure Island Divers, 
where the boats travel to all four sides of Grand Cayman 
and the divers dictate the dive sites. 


and the choic- 
es seem end- 
less since Trea- 
sure Island 
Divers dives all 
four sides of 
Grand Cayman. 


Treasure Island 





Divers’ three 
45-foot boats offer freshwater showers, marine heads, camera 
rinse and a spacious sundeck which shades the bottom deck. 
The first boat leaves at 8:00 a.m. every morning — the earliest 
departure time on Grand Cayman — giving Treasure Island Divers 
customers the best possible position on dive sites. Treasure 
Island Divers recently purchased Dive Inn, one of the island’s 


best small operators, located next to the Sleep Inn, the primary 





TEARA BEACH RESORT 


CAYMAN BRAC 






: FROM 


$682 


per person, dbl occ. 


PAY LESS 
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FREE: 1 Night and 1 Day of Diving 


WITH THE BEST 


hotel used by Treasure Island Divers when booking packages. 
Custom packages are arranged on an individual basis. Treasure 
Island Divers is a PADI 5-Star IDC Center offering resort courses 
through instructor. 800-872-7552, fax 809-949-7125 


Coconut Harbour 


With one of Grand Cayman’s most popular dive operators on- 





site, Coconut Harbor is truly a dedicated divers’ resort. 35 
rooms offering pool or ocean views each feature a kitchenette 
and a queen-sized bed plus a single bed (King-sized beds only in 
the oceanfront 
rooms). The on-site 
dive operation, Par- 
rots Landing, dives 
the west, south and 
north walls and 
Sting Ray City plus 


offers unlimited 





Shore diving on 
Waldo’s Reef just 20 
yards from the shop. A 4-night dive package through Dec. 15, 


Coconut Harbour, a dedicated divers’ resort, is the site of one of 
Grand Cayman's most popular dive operators, Parrots Landing. 


1996 ranges from $435-483 pp/do and includes accommoda- 
tions, continental breakfast and two-tank boat dive daily. 800- 
552-6281, fax 317-322-1885 





Divi Tiara Beach Kesort 
Dive the world-famous walls of Cayman 
Brac and Little Cayman as well as Cayman 
Brac’s newest dive site, a Russian destroy- 
er wreck dive. Peter Hughes Divi Tiara, a 5- 
Star facility, is Cayman Brac’s largest dedi- 
cated dive resort with 59 quest rooms 


ranging from Standard to Luxury accom- 






modations. Divers will enjoy the flexibility 
made possible by their five custom dive 
boats—all between 38 and 40 feet long. 
Photo Tiara offers E-6 processing, under- 


water video and camera repairs. Room 


rates until December 19, 1997 range from 
$105 (standard) to $200 (luxury). Unlimit- 


DIVE 


Free: One night accommodations (pay for 6 stay 7). 
Free: One day diving (pay for 5 dive 6). 


Applies to Monday thru Thursday arrivals. 
Experience the world class dive sites of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 


El\') el yeerty 


Price quoted is per person, double occ. based on 7 night stay. Free offer does not include meals or 





beverages. Offer valid for arrivals through December 10, 1996. One person, per room, must be certified 
diver. This offer is not available to groups. Offer is subject to availability and may change without notice. 
Other restrictions may apply. Local Phone: (919) 419-3484 





Enjoy the relaxed way of life on Cayman Brac at Divi Tiara 


t e e 
GECIENO, 100 ON REEGES SERAACE CARD Beach Resort, the Brac’s largest dedicated dive resort. 








ADVERTISEMENT 


ed daytime boat diving is $66 per person, per day. 800-367- 
3484, 919-419-3484, fax 919-419-2075 


Brac Keef Beach Kesort 


Located on the south shore of Cayman Brac with 1,000 feet 
of white sand beach, the resort is surrounded by lush tropical 
foliage and has 40 deluxe pool view rooms, a restaurant with 
indoor and outdoor dining and a full service dive shop. 
According to Dan Tibbetts, President, Brac Reef Beach Resort, 
“Our goal is to offer guests not only the best resort service 


but also first-class diving at the top dive destination in the 


Caribbean using our fleet of new ‘state-of-the-art’ custom dive 





Beautiful Brac Reef Beach Resort boasts an all-new fleet of modern dive 
boats guaranteeing you the perfect dive experience. 


boats.” Package prices start at $303 for three nights. The 
most popular package is seven nights for $651 pp/dbl and 
includes three dives per day, taxes and gratuities. 800-527- 
3835, 813-323-8727, fax 813-323-8827 


Southern Cross Club 
With their dive boat just off your doorstep and a maximum 
of ten divers, the Little Cayman dive 
experience does not get any better 
than at the Southern Cross Club. 
Under new ownership and manage- 
ment, the Club has ten newly renovat- 
ed beachfront cottages with private 


baths and air-conditioning. Resort 


and Jacuzzi 
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Off Hotel Dock 





When you've finished diving the Caribbean’s best walls, 
relax poolside or on the beach at the intimate Southern Cross Club. 








> Qpen-Air Bar and Restaurant 
> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 
> In-Room Mini-Kitchens 

> 10% Discount on Dive Packages 
> Fresh Water Swimming Pool 


Dive From Your 
Door Step 


» Boat Dives -Northwall - Stingray Cit 
East End - On-site dive shop 
> Shore Diving - Waldo’s Reef - Waldo’s 


1-800 -332 -624& 


- a 


amenities include a pool with tiki bar, free bicycles, sunset 


cruises, flats and deep sea fishing and a variety of water- 


sports. Room rates include three outstanding meals per 
day. Dive and fish packages are available. 800-899-CLUB 
(2582), fax 809-948-1098, e-mail: 


page: http:// scubacentral.com/scc.html 


scc@candw.ky. Home 



























The Southern Cross Club is a natural 
seaside preserve and secluded island 
hideaway located on the finest beach 

in Little Cayman. You will step from 
your newly renovated private beach 
cottage, one of only ten that dapple 
the white sand at waters edge, onto 
our comfortable dive boat, Coral 
Star. Experience the famous Bloody 
and Jackson Bay walls with a maxi- 
mum of fen divers. Our primitive ~~ 
luxury is unique in the Caribbean 4: 
providing an unforgettable experi- 
ence. Enjoyment comes naturally at 
the Southern Cross Club. 


Little Cayman, BWI 
800-899-CLUB (2582) 


UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP & MANAGEMENT 
Home Page: hitp://scubacentral.com/scc.html 
MCCOY 

The Southern Cross Club c/o Travel Masters 
3078 Quince Street - San Diego, CA 92104 USA 
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D'iVeEeR’'S HANDBOOK 


INSTRUCTIONAL 


FIRST THING YOU HAVE TO TELL YOURSELF: IF 
you made it through potty training, this’ll 
be a breeze. And the rewards of teaching 
your kids to snorkel are just as impressive. 
You get to share one of the special 
things in your life—the underwater 
world—with your children, helping them 
to develop a sensitivity to the marine envi- 
ronment and build water skills and confi- 
dence that will benefit them throughout 
their lives. Not to mention having fun 
together and listening to their squeals of 
delight when they finally join the fish. 





Before you throw your kids overboard, make sure they 


know how to use the tube. By 





Some basic questions and answers: 


What equipment should I buy? 

p> Finding well-made, properly fitting gear for chil- 
dren is an essential safety consideration. That’s why 
this issue’s gear review article (“Family Dive Gear,” 
page 63) is devoted to it. Besides, there’s nothing 
that will chase a kid out of the water faster than 
being uncomfortable. 

> Parents should purchase dive equipment only 
from a professional retail dive store, and avoid the 
prepackaged ensembles available at discount and 
general sporting goods stores. In a dive store, not 
only will you find gear that will hold up and per- 
form better, you’ll also find a knowledgeable staff 
who knows which equipment is made for children 
and how to fit it. 


When and where should I begin 
teaching my kids? 

> Start early. Buy a mask and snorkel when your 
kids are two or three years old, and let them play 
with the equipment whenever you go swimming. 
They’ll be experts by the time you go on your first 
resort trip. 

> Remember the key to every instructional endeav- 
or with children: make it fun. Don’t get hung up on 
details. If your child wants to use the mask or 
snorkel alone or wants to carry the snorkel instead 


9 0 Q RODALE’S SCUBA DIVING PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARK LAWRENCE. SKINS COURTESY AQUATIC WETSUITS OF HALLANDALE, FLA. 





of mounting it on her mask, let her. 

> Take your turn first. Try each technique before 
teaching it to your child. Many divers have not 
been taught to snorkel or haven’t done it in a long 
while. Be sure to practice the pike dive and snorkel 
clearing techniques before showing them to your 


children. 


How do I introduce the mask? 

> Step 1: Clean the mask following the manufac- 
turer’s directions (usually with a mild abrasive like 
toothpaste), and rub in a good defogger—one look 


at someone spitting into a mask and your kid may 
opt for a more hygienic sport. 

> Step 2: While your child is standing on the pool’s 
steps or in shallow water, position the mask over 
his face, ensuring that his eyes and nose are not 
pinched. Pull the strap over his head and, if neces- 
sary, adjust for proper tightness—enough to hold it 





in place, but no more. 
Remember: proper fit pro- 
vides a good seal, not tight- 
ness. A too-tight mask can 
turn kids off faster than spit. 
> Step 3: Playtime! Show 
them some fun things under 
water—people’s hairy legs, 
toys or coins you’ve put on 
the bottom. In the ocean, 
look for small fish, rocks, 
shells, possibly “pirate trea- 
sure” you’ve hidden. Non- 
swimming children can be 
towed on a boogie board or 
given .a foam-padded “float- 
ie” suit that provides buoyancy without immobiliz- 
ing or constricting their arms as do life jackets and 
arm floats. 
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Mask CLEARING: ‘‘LIFT AND DUMP’’ IS THE SIMPLEST TECHNIQUE. 


a | 


MASK DEFOGGING: USE A COMMERCIAL PREPARATION, NOT SALIVA. + 


How do I teach mask clearing? 
> For younger kids, demonstrate the “lift 
and dump” technique. Standing in the 
shallow end, bend over and fill your 
mask with water. After a warning about 
inhaling through the nose, simply lift the 
mask’s bottom and drain. 

em Older kids can be taught to purge their 
mask using two hands on the top of the 
mask and exhaling though their nose. 
They will be quite proud of this accom- 
plishment and can even practice it under 
water by kneeling on the bottom in the 
shallow end. 


* THE MAGAZINE 





DIVERS 


What about the snorkel? 

> Smaller children may be quite content 
with just the mask, and that’s fine. Older 
children will appreciate the heads-down 
benefit of the snorkel, although be pre- 
pared for those who insist on holding it 
rather than attaching it to the mask. 
Whatever works for them. 

me As with the mask, begin in shallow 
water, first standing up, then with face in 
the water. Once your child’s comfortable 
with the snorkel, let her swim around 
with it and, if possible, convince her to let 
you attach it to her mask. 


TRUS T 


Tuck DIVE: PULL WITH THE ARMS, BEND AT THE WAIST, LET GRAVITY DO THE REST. 


What are the best snorkel 


clearing techniques for 
children? 

> Once your child is comfortable 
breathing with a snorkel, it’s time for 
some clearing techniques. Again, the 
easiest one is the “lift and dump”—tak- 
ing the mouthpiece out and turning it 
down to drain. 

> The next step is to show kids how to 
blow water gently out the purge valve. 
Then comes the fun part—the blast 
method. Kids have a great time spray- 
ing each other with blasts, a fun way to 








gain proficiency. 

em Older kids can be taught the displace- 
ment method—swimming down to fill 
the snorkel and exhaling a small bubble 
on ascent that expands and clears the 
snorkel of most water. With this method, 
children should also be taught to use 
their tongue as a splash guard for the 
first breath. 


Do kids need fins? 

> Younger children may not want to both- 
er with fins. That’s fine, as they can have 
plenty of fun and mobility without them. 
Older kids will quickly become fin afi- 
cionados once they realize the additional 
maneuvers they can perform and the ease 
and speed of movement that fins allow. 

> Start by showing your child how to 
don fins using the “figure four”—one leg 
crossed over the opposite knee—both 
standing and seated. 

> Using your arms, demonstrate the 
proper form for the flutter kick: keeping 
the legs straight as possible while you 
kick from the hips. 

> Then hold your child under the 
abdomen in shallow water while practic- 
ing the kick. Try to adjust problems like 
bicycling or too much knee bending, but 
don’t be overly concerned about form. 

> Once he enjoys his fins, show your 
child variations—the back flutter kick 
and the scissors kick—so that he learns to 
work different muscle groups in case of 
fatigue. 


Should I teach them to free dive? 


> Once your child has mastered basic fin 
usage, free diving is a next logical step. 
Kids can practice in the pool to get ready 
for the reef. 

> The pike dive should be done while 
your child swims forward. Bending at the 
waist, he should pull his arms to his sides 
and thrust his legs to the sky. If his legs 
stay together, their weight and gravity 
will push his body straight down, espe- 
cially if he keeps his arms at his sides. The 
tuck dive—same as the pike except done 
from a stationary position—is slightly 
more difficult because there’s no forward 
momentum. 

> To perform these dives, your child 
will need to equalize the pressure in her 
ears. The most effective method is 
holding the nose and gently blowing 
against her closed mouth and nose to 
equalize pressure in the eustachian 
tubes. Other techniques include swal- 
lowing, yawning and moving the jaw, 
but are difficult to do effectively during 
short free dives. 


Tips for Their First 
Beach Snorkel 


1. Scout the site. First-timers 
need to be in shallow water where either 
they or you can stand. A good bet is the 
beach. You won’t see as much, but condi- 
tions allow for a fun and safe first outing. 


2. Know thy neighbors. 
Prepare children with videos or books to 
identify marine life and especially which 
plants and animals to avoid. Waterproof 


fish charts are great, as are underwater 
slates and markers to record what they 
see. Discuss with them the importance of 
not touching corals and sponges. 


3. Bag it. Give each child a mesh bag 
to tote their gear and make them respon- 
sible for it. Bags can also be used for col- 
lecting, but be sure you know what is 
acceptable. Many dive destinations forbid 
collecting. 


4. Avoid the burn. Provide 


Free Housing won't get you a job. 


JOB PLACEMENT WILL ! 


Steve Andrews, Aruba 

Dana Armenta, Florida Keys 

Tom Atkins, Turks & Caicos 

Karl Augspurger, Grand Cayman 
David Banks, Tortola 

Kric Barnhart, Mexico 

Mike Beach, Blackbeards Cruises 
Lea Benincasa, Bahamas 

Doug Blair, Royal Caribbean 

Tracer Borden, St. John, Virgin Islands 
Greg Boron, Jamaica 

Patrick Boulac, Bahamas 

Mark Brunning, Ocean Quest 

Greg Busse, Hawall 

Bob Carpenter, British Virgin Islands 
Chris Cargile, St. Martin 

David Clark, Grand Cayman 

Harry Cohen, Ft. Lauderdale 

Alex Cope, Grand Cayman 

Sage Dalton, Florida 

Darren DeDario, Turks and Caicos 
John Dean, Key Largo 

Frances Derry, Mexico 

Lisa DeSabatino, St. Lucia 

Gary DeSimone, Bequia, Grenadines 
Roderick Dickson, Utila, Bay Islands 
Keith Ells, Antigua 

Bob Goracy, Maul, Hawall 

Kendra Gudka, Key Largo 

John Hall, Bahamas 

Steve Hanson Mexico 

Mike Henderson, Private Yacht, Florida 
Nanette Lloyd, Antigua 

Simon Lloyd, Antigua 

Betty Lumbert, Roatan 

Scott Lumbert, Roatan 

Mark Mathewson, British Virgin Islands 
James Moran, Hawaill 

Scott Field, Florida 

Jeffery Fisher, Turks and Caicos 
Chris Foy, Antigua 

Krystin Franke, Turks and Caicos 
Carolin Gatzke, St. Vincent 

Brian Grandy, Norweigan Cruise Lines 
Kendra Gudka, Turks and Caicos 
Chuck Haber, Mexico 

Mikel Ann Hall, Grand Cayman 

Jeff Harris, Sonora Bay 

Matt Hedrick, Thailand 





Career Development Center 


Mike Jacobsen, St. Thomas 

Heather Jones, Bimini, Bahamas 
Danny Kazandjian, Grand Cayman 
Michael Kennedy, Aruba 

Kd Kremer, Club Med, Sonora Bay 
Jason Lambert, Bahamas 

Mike Landis, Norwegian Cruise Lines 
Gary Lazorick, Caribbean 

Marc Leissner, Grenadines 

Larry Lengner, Aruba 

Tessa Le Van Den Abbeele, Jamaica 
Stephanie Lutz, Club Med, Mexico 
lan Marriot, Bahamas 

Jason Morross, Royal Caribbean 
Greg Mussco, Bahamas 

Dave Myers, Ilorida 

Mike Neal, Carnival Cruise Lines 
Bryce Ogle, St. Lucia 

Krol Ozashin, Tahiti 

Scott Patterson, Florida 

Colette Pepperell, St. Lucia 

Philipe Pepperell, St. Lucia 

Tony Pettersson, Freeport, Bahamas 
Marc Presscott, Florida 

Keith Santillano, Palau 

Tom Shropshire, Grand Cayman 
Alan Stuart, Grand Cayman 

Kyle Sutton, Blackbeards Cruises 
Jay Tiche, Bahamas 

Shaun Tucker, Mexico 

Ernst Von Der Ksch, Dominican Republic 
Rob Warner, Grand Cayman 
Michelle West, Bahmas 

Tim Winkle, Cayman Brac 

Pat Woodruff, Florida Keys 

Matt Young, Hawaii. = » 


Call today Toll Free 
1-800-800-DIVE 

for your PADI Career 
Training 
Catalog. 





PRO DIVE. 


INTERNATIONAL 
Established 1975 


Professional Diving Schools of Florida 
801 Seabreeze Blvd.e Bahia Mar Yachting Resort ¢ Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Inside Florida or outside the U.S. Phone or Fax 954-761-8915 ¢ e-mail: prodive@icanect.net 


Licensed by the Florida State Board of Independent Post Secondary, Vocational Technical, Trade and Business Schools, License #79 
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sK YouR Local Dive SHOP 


N EW from |kelite 


NEW PC LITE 


Pocket C-Lite, the first of a new generation. 

The PC Lites utilize a totally new 
opening and sealing system. The PC’s 
unique snap-ring permits the complete 
front assembly to be easily removed for 
quick access to batteries and lamp. 
This new all-purpose PC Lite 
conveniently stores in your BCD 
pocket. Carry the compact PC Lite on 
every dive to illuminate objects night 
or day. Rotating switch provides quick 
on/off control. 


The PC Lites feature new high 
intensity halogen lamps producing an 
incredibly bright penetrating spot beam 
intended primarily for undewater use. 


REBRERRER 


SLR-AF HOUSINGS 


Choose a favorite camera — 
Nikon, Canon, Minolta or Pentax. 


Then choose the housing that affords 
full underwater use of the 35mm 
SLR-AF camera's versatile features and 
supports a full line of underwater 
photographic accessories. A simple 
glance through any part of the clear 
housing assures the system is safe and 
allows a clear view of all the camera 
information and controls. 

Interchangeable port system accepts 
a full range of lenses. The light-weight 
housings are definitely a plus when 
transporting and are near-neutral 
buoyancy with the camera and tray. 
Injection molded from a high-strength 
polycarbonate provides a safe working 
depth of 200 feet (60m). 


Ask Your Locat Dive Shor! 


IKELITE UNDERWATER SYSTEMS 
50 W 33rd Street © Indianapolis, IN 46208 
317.923.4523 
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each child either a skin, 
wetsuit or T-shirt. Use 
sunscreen. Pale backs, 
tropical sun and shallow 
water can combine for a 
nasty burn. Full-body 
coverage also protects 
from marine cuts and 
stings (see Dive Medicine, 
page 98). 


5. Get your feet 
wet. On the beach, enter 
at the water’s edge and don 
fins while seated in about 
12 inches of water. Look for 
isolated boulders that 
attract life. Most kids will 
love this first experience 
and be psyched for more 
exploration. 


1. Keep it flat. 
Many tropical resorts take 
a snorkeling boat to shal- 
low reefs 10 to 20 feet 
deep. Experienced beach 
snorkelers will love this, 
but make sure conditions 
are right: flat water and no 
currents. Acceptable condi- 
tions for divers aren’t neces- 
sarily good for snorkelers, 
especially children. Fe iclieeel 
2.Learn boat 
behavior. Because many resorts put 
divers and snorkelers on the same boat, 
discuss etiquette with your kids: working 
out of their gear bag, remaining seated 
when the boat is in motion, keeping out 
of others’ way, letting divers in the water 
first, etc. 


3. B.Y.O. flotation. This can 
mean a wetsuit, snorkeling vest, floatie 
suit or even a boogie board. Also, check 
on life preserver regulations for smaller 
children. Any child who cannot swim 
should be wearing one during the boat 
ride. 


4. Adults go first. The parent 
should enter the water first and be pre- 
pared to assist the child. If available, hold 
onto a current line as you help your child 
adjust to the water and fine-tune any gear. 


5. Maintain “soft’’ control. 





THE SCOOP ON JUNIOR SCUBA 
CERTIFICATION 


he minimum age to enroll in a 


scuba course is |2 years old. 
These junior divers are required to 
demonstrate the same knowledge 
and skills as adults do for basic 
open-water certification. Upon 
certification, junior divers can dive 
only with a certified adult and are 
restricted to a maximum depth of 
60 feet. At 15, teenagers can con- 
vert their junior certification to 
adult status. Some certifying agen- 
cies also offer advanced open- 
water and specialty courses at the 


—THEANO NIKITAS 


On a first trip it is especially important to 
stay in control of your child while still 
giving him some freedom. Holding 
hands, gently encircling his waist with. 
your arm, and towing him on a boogie 
board are all ways to stay close enough to 
deal with problems such as snorkel and 
mask flooding, disorientation and surface 
chop. 


6. Preserve your memo- 
ries. Documenting your child’s first 
snorkel experience on film provides mem- 
ories but can also help dispel anxiety by 
giving her something fun to focus on. Dis- 
posable underwater cameras let a child 
take her own pictures. She’ll love being a 
photographer and will be less apt to focus 
on scary things. © 


Jennifer King is president of the Women’s 
Scuba Association and mother of two 
snorkeling sons. 
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Shooting in Air 
How to make your topside vacation photos something 
to write home about. Text & Photography by FRANKLIN J. VIOLA 





The goal of professional travel pho- 
tographers is to capture the mood 
and spirit of a destination, whether 
it’s palm-laced beaches aglow at 
sunset, colorful tropical fruit in a 
local market or an alpine lake 
cloaked in firs. Besides document- 
ing a destination pictorially, the 
underlying goal of these images is 
to evoke an emotional response and 
get readers to plunge into the accompanying story’s pages. 

In contrast, most recreational travelers shoot “Hi Mom!” 
photos, which usually include someone known to the photogra- 
pher—family or friends—prominently featured in a destination 
setting. These images can be effective as personal mementos, but 
their audience appeal is usually narrow and short-lived. 

So which should you shoot, mood or hi-mom photos? 
Well, it’s your vacation, your story, your experience. But 
a combination of the two allows you to capture the best 
of both types and make your vacation album exciting and 
memorable. 





Planning 
Your Story 

The first thing a professional 
photographer does to prepare 
for an assignment is to create 
a story outline and shooting 
list. When traveling to any 
destination, it’s important to 
get the expected images. 
These are the photos that 
readily identify a location for 
your audience: the Sydney 
Opera House in Australia, 
the Slave Huts of Bonaire, the 
tortoises of Galapagos. Look 
at guidebooks and magazine 
articles written about the des- 
tination you'll be visiting. 
What seem to be the must- 
have shots? 

While photographing 
these subjects and landmarks 
in standard postcard style, 
also be sure to shoot them 
with your own personal twist 
and viewpoint. Experiment with different lenses (wide and 
long) and compose traditional subjects from completely dif- 
ferent angles and views. For example, a tightly cropped image 
of the Sydney Opera House “sails” can produce a fabulous 
photo. An extreme close-up of the face of a Galapagos tor- 
toise can speak volumes about these ancient creatures. 


Mieet the People 

To bring a destination alive for your audience, get away from 
your resort or hotel and photograph the local people, culture 
and color. As with the landmarks, don’t be afraid to experi- 
ment. Shoot wide, shoot long and shoot tight. A portrait of a 
straw sombrero on a colorful blanket “says” Mexico better 
than a sign at the airport. 

When photographing people, be polite and ask permission 
before invading their privacy. While many locals don’t mind 
their smiles being captured by tourists, others do. Remember 
that you’re a guest in their country and not a Newsweek pho- 
tographer competing for a cover shot. 

If you’re participating in a group tour or using a local guide 
to see the sights, share your unique view by allowing others to 
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HOLIDAY SPECIAL VALUES 
800-262-4160 
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Motor Marine NX 90 Motor Marine 


1 EX Package for N90S Nikon MX 10 
with YS50O Strobe with YS40 Strobe 








vanes A Complete Guide to See 
 & Seal (with purchase) — & Sea! (with purchase) — 


IKELITE 


TRV Housing 
For Sony TRV Series 


Ampiiblce 


Dive Buddy Series 
For Sony & Canon Cameras 


VH-700 - For Sony 
DCRVX-700 


VH-1000 - For Sony 
: DCRVX-1000 


SPK TRV1 


Splash-Proof Housing 


Nikonos 


A HHORIZED Nikonos V + SB 105 Strobe Available 


DEALER 


SONY 
SON WE STOCK 
ALL ACCESSORIES! 


FREE! BOOK BY JIM CHURCH WITH PURCHASE 


Lenses Available: UW-Nikkor 15mm f/2.8, UW-Nikkor 20mm f/2.8, 
UW-Nikkor 28mm f/3.5, W-Nikkor 35mm f/2.5, Nikkor 80mm f/4 
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Reef Master Kit | SLR Housings (Sub Strobe 200) Aquashot 
= Substrobe Kit 



























FREE! Maintenance Kit (with purchase) | FREE! 5 Rolls of Film! (with purchase) 


BERGER BROS. 
800-262-4160 


Fax orders are welcome: 516-264-1007 
209 Broadway (Rte. 110) - Amityville, Long Island, NY 11701 - Phone: (516) 264-4160 
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look through your camera. Your wide or 
long lens may show them a unique angle 
or detail they might have missed. It will 
help them understand what kind of spe- 
cial vantages you’re looking for and, in 
turn, they may find or suggest something 
you're not seeing. Indeed, local guides 
often share additional knowledge and 
become more helpful once you show 
them what the camera is seeing. Involving 
others also makes them more patient 
when you’re the last to finish shooting. 


Choosing the 

Right Film 

First and foremost, determine how you 
want to display your vacation photos 
before you ever start packing. Print film is 
best for those who want to make a photo 
album or enlargements for framing. 
Slides, on the other hand, are better for 
presenting to audiences such as dive clubs, 
schools or churches. While slides can also 
be enlarged into prints, it’s more of a has- 
sle to store and retrieve them for just one 
or two friends to view. 

In either case, placing your favorite 
vacation images (from slides or nega- 
tives) onto photo CD is quickly becom- 
ing one of the best ways to preserve, 
store and retrieve them. Check with your 
local camera store or film processor for 
details on how a photo CD can turn 
your television or computer monitor into 
a customized theater. 


Quick Tips 

> Limit the amount of camera 
equipment you lug around. 
One or two zoom lenses (my favorites are 
20-40 mm, 35-105 mm and 70-210 mm) 
packed in a padded fanny pack with a 
camera body, flash and film are just right 
for walking around town or strolling on 


the beach. 


> Shoot off-center, 
sometimes. 

If you’re using an auto-focus camera, 
know how to place subjects off-center 
without having them go out-of-focus. 
Images that include people appear more 
balanced when you compose them to the 
left or right of the main subject. 


> Shoot candids, too. 

Staged or formal setups of family or 
friends are fine, but candids capture more 
of a moment’s true feeling—its energy 
and particularity—than do posed photos. 
Plus, subjects often look better because 
they’re active and being themselves. 





(SEVEN ) WAYS TO 
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o experience 
needed! Now 
that’s the kind of 


camera most vacation 
divers are looking for. 
With the focus-free 
and waterproof Sea 
& Sea MX-10 35 
mm camera, begin- 
ning underwater 
photography is 
made simple. Constructed of 
impact-resistant polymers for long life and 
minimal maintenance, the MX-10 is a good 
companion for all outdoor vacation activities, 
as well as scuba diving. 

Lightweight and compact, the sturdy 
MX-10 features a 32 mm focus-free lens, 
auto film load and frame advance, power 
rewind and built-in flash—helping to simpli- 
fy tasks for the beginning diver/photogra- 
pher. While the shutter speed is fixed at 
1/100 sec., the aperture settings vary manu- 
ally from f/4.5 to f/22. The multifunctional 
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- Cameras, lenses @ 


Strobes, housings, * 


and accessories for = 
Be 


three to five 
feet away, and to use flash to 
bring out vivid colors. The MX-10 offers a 
new infrared signaling system to synchro- 
nize with Sea & Sea’s accessory YS-40 
strobe. There are no cords or cables. Just 
slip the YS-40 onto the MX-10 and watch 
the colors jump out in your images. 
Additional accessories for the MX-10 
include a 20 mm wide conversion lens 
(increases the underwater coverage from 


& the beginner to the 
@ Most discerning 


@ professional. 





amphibious MX-10 camera also has an 
internal low exposure warning signal to 
assist you in determining the correct expo- 
sure. The MX-10 allows for the use of 100 
or 400 ISO speed film. 

As with all good underwater images, 
it’s best to select subjects no farther than 


51 degrees to 74 degrees), and 1:4.5 macro 
lens and framer. Both lenses can be taken 
on and off under water via a simple bayonet 
mounting system. 

For more information or the name of 
your nearest MX-10 dealer, contact Sea & 
Sea at (619) 929-1909. 





> Use fill-flash. 

Even when shooting in bright sunlight, 
fill-flash can open up harsh shadows 
(especially with people) and add more 
color saturation. 


> Bring a tripod. 

If you want to fine-tune your photo- 
graphic skills, images shot from a stable 
platform are always sharper and can be 
more precisely composed. However, 
your ability to blend in with the scenery 
is compromised each time you set up a 
tripod. It’s an awkward item to pack, 
and it can test the patience of your trav- 
eling companion. An alternative is to 
bring a sturdy monopod that can double 
as a walking stick. 


> Don't forget your compass. 
You can use your dive compass to locate 
sunrise (east) and sunset (west) before the 
grand events occur so you can plan your 
shoot. The best light for topside photog- 
raphy, unlike under water, is the soft, 
golden light of early morning or evening 
falling on your subject from behind you. 
Knowing the direction of north and 


south can also help you determine if a 
rigid structure (building, statue, etc.) will 
receive sunlight on the front side or the 
rear (the sun shines directly on objects 
facing south in the northern hemisphere 
and only on those facing north in the 
southern hemisphere). 


Cameras for Kids 

If your dive vacation includes spending 
time with family or friends, encourage 
them to participate in and contribute to 
the photo documentation. Let them use 
your camera periodically or, better yet, 
get them their own cameras. From stan- 
dard 35 mm format to wide-angle 
panoramics, inexpensive disposable 
cameras are great fun and easy for 
aspiring photographers of all ages to 
use. For a few dollars more, these one- 
time-use cameras can even be housed 
for underwater shooting. Since beauty 
is in the eye of the camera holder, you 
may be surprised—especially from 
kids—what unique views your family 
and friends may produce. © 


Franklin Viola is an RSD field editor. 
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DAVID B,. FLEETHAM 


DIVE MEDICINE 


Beach Boo-Boos 


How to treat the most common marine stings, 


cuts and scratches. By SAMUEL SHELANSKI, M.D. 


m Besides the immediate 
™ pain, are there any long- 
term effects of a sea urchin sting? 
My daughter recently backed into a 
sea urchin and was stung on her 
buttock. The wound was debrided 
by a surgeon, and she was placed 
on penicillin. 
Soon afterwards, she developed 
a stiff neck and local tenderness over 
the back of her neck. This has persist- 
ed for several weeks now despite nor- 
mal x-rays and MRI. Her buttock is 
now OK, but there is questionable 
swelling over the back of her neck. 


PECK LAU 
via e-mail 


m The immediate effects of 
m™ a sea urchin sting are usu- 
ally a burning sensation, followed by 
swelling, redness and an aching pain. 
More severe complications can 
include infection, numbness or even 
paralysis. If a person is allergic to the 
venom, they may even have a life- 
threatening anaphylactic reaction, 
much like what someone who is 
allergic to bee stings experiences. 

Usually, the symptoms of an 
urchin’s sting will subside over a few 
days with appropriate treatment, 
which your daughter received. How- 
ever, it’s not uncommon to have 
some achiness or discomfort for 
some weeks, or even months, after 
the event. This usually occurs at or 
near the site of the sting, but—as in 
your daughter’s case—can occur else- 
where. It’s not particularly clear what 
causes these long-term effects, but it’s 
likely a neurotoxic effect of the urchin’s venom. In any case, | 
have been unable to find any case reports of permanent neurolog- 
ical damage from an urchin sting, and her symptoms should 
resolve with time. 

To treat sea urchin wounds and other stings, cuts and sticks 
by marine life, we offer the following guide: 
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Sea Urchins, 
Stonefishes, Stingrays 

Their Weapons: 

Porcupines of the sea, urchin spines are like hypodermic needles 
that break off once deep inside you, injecting their venom. The 
venom from stonefish spines is delivered deep into the wound 





and produces excruciating pain that may 
last several days. Stingrays use one or 
more large spines or stings on their tails as 
defensive weapons. When you step on 
one, the ray thrusts its tail forward and 
upward, lacerating or puncturing your 
foot, ankle or leg. 

Effects: 

Mind-numbing, eye-watering pain, red- 
ness, swelling and bleeding. Multiple 
punctures can cause weakness, paraly- 
sis, breathing difficulty, even death. 
Rx: 

> If possible, elevate the affected area 
and apply a pressure bandage. Both tech- 
niques will help slow the absorption of 
any venom in the wound. Do not apply a 
tourniquet. This will generally result in 
more damage than it will prevent. 

> Immerse the wound in 45C/115F 
water, or as hot as you can tolerate, for 
30 to 90 minutes. Many marine toxins 
are proteins which are destroyed by heat, 
much like what happens to an egg when 
it’s hard-boiled. A hot soak can dramati- 
cally reduce the pain, and amount of 
damage, caused by a sting. 

> Control the pain. The pain from 
marine stings can be excruciating and 
lead to shock, making pain control an 
important early step in wound care. This 
can generally be done with local anesthet- 
ics, and very rarely will require the use of 
systemic pain relievers or narcotics. 

®& Cleanse the wound with an antiseptic 
solution. Washing out remaining venom 
and pieces of spine will help minimize 
damage, speed healing and prevent infec- 
tion. Leave an inaccessible spine alone 
only if it hasn’t penetrated a joint, nerve 
or blood vessel. 

> Seek appropriate medical care. 
Despite doing all of the above, some 
wounds will require surgical cleansing 
and repair, antibiotics for infection con- 
trol, as well as antivenins and life sup- 
port for severe stings. It is not always 
immediately obvious which stings will 
need more intensive medical care, so if at 
all possible, get care for all stings. 


Coelenterates 

Their Weapons: 

Don’t let the coy name fool you; these are 
nasty guys—stinging hydroids, fire coral 
(not a true coral) and jellyfish. Their 
weapons are nematocysts, stinging cells 
filled with venom and a coiled thread 
adorned with a barb at its business end. 
When triggered, the nematocyst fires and 
harpoons you with enough force to pene- 
trate your skin and inject venom. 


Effects: 

Hydroids such as fire coral produce an 
immediate burning sensation followed 
within 30 minutes by an itchy rash that 
takes several days to heal. Jellyfish 
stings cause burning and leave a trail of 
bumps and welts. Serious jelly encoun- 
ters can result in a severe burning sen- 
sastion, muscle spasms, vomiting, 
shock, even collapse. 

Rox: 

& Remove tentacles with a gloved hand 


or tweezers to keep from getting stung 
and then rinse thoroughly with salt 
water. Fresh water or rubbing will trigger 
unfired nematocysts. 

> Deactivate remaining nematocysts 
with a 5 percent vinegar solution until 
the stinging stops. Use isopropyl alco- 
hol if you don’t have vinegar. Meat ten- 
derizer also neutralizes venom—add 
some to the solution if you have it. 

& Apply shaving cream and scrape skin 
with a razor to remove nematocysts. A 


ADVENTURE * FREEDOM - MONEY 


ARE YOU 
STUDYING 
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HING? 


FOR A CAREER YOU CAN DIVE INTO! 


Call 1-800-321-0298 
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paste of mud, flour or talc scraped 
with a dive knife or credit card also 
works. 

bm Dry the skin and apply hydrocorti- 
sone ointment and take a diphenhy- 
dramine preparation (like Benadryl) 
for mild allergic reactions. 

> Keep the victim still to prevent 
venom from spreading, with the 
injured part elevated above the heart. 
m Serious stings that result in life- 
threatening reactions like spasms, 
breathing difficulty and shock require 
emergency medical attention. 


Corais 

Their Weapons: 

Shame on you. Brushing against 
coral removes its protective mucous 
coating. Although the nematocysts 
of coral polyps can’t do much dam- 
age to humans, they have other 
ways of paying you back: cuts and 
abrasions from the sharp points and 
razor edges of stony corals. 
Effects: 

Burning pain and itchy welts. This 
“reef rash” (a form of coral poisoning) can 
take up to six weeks to heal completely. 
Rx: 

m Scrub area with soap and water. Rinse 
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etsuits provide only limited protec- 
W tion against one of the most danger- 
ous classes of marine creatures—the 
“stickers.” Spines of urchins and stonefish, 
for example, are capable of easily penetrat- 
ing 6 mm neoprene or a hard-soled bootie. 
Divers and snorkelers need to take 
several measures to minimize the risk of 
getting punctured. 


Maintain proper bueyancy: 


Buoyancy is a skill that has been increasingly 
stressed to divers in recent years, helping min- 
imize damage to the reef, reducing air con- 
sumption, and dramatically lowering the risk 
of accidentally bumping into, or landing on, a 
creature that exacts its revenge. If you find it 
necessary to place a finger down to stabilize 
yourself for a picture, then make sure to look 
carefully first to ensure that it is clear of resi- 
dents. Reef hooks are increasingly being used 
in areas with swift currents, such as Palau’s 
Blue Corner, where they may serve to limit 
damage to both reef and diver. 


stinging wounds with S percent vinegar 
solution or isopropyl alcohol. 

& Apply hydrocortisone ointment. 

Pm Get buoyant! 


t 
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Watch where you step: 
Approximately 1,500 people a year are 





injured by stingrays, while stonefish are 
among the most poisonous of fishes. Con- 
tact with both of these bottom dwellers can 
be avoided with a little care. Divers should 
either avoid settling down on the bottom or 
fan their landing site gently with a fin to 
encourage any concealed critters to move 
elsewhere. People walking in shallow water 
where these fish are known to live should 
shuffle their feet as they walk. The vibra- 
tions will alert bottom dwellers ahead that 
they should move away. 





Don't handle marine life: 

This may sound obvious, but a significant 
number of stings occur while trying to coax, 
entrap, play with or otherwise manipulate 
creatures with spines. Marine animals have 
evolved spines almost exclusively as a defen- 
sive measure. If you are a careful and consid- 
erate guest in their home, they can be 
observed without risk to you or them. 





Questions for Dr. Shelanski should be 
addressed to RSD, Dive Medicine, 6600 
Abercorn St., Suite 208, Savannah, GA 
31405; e-mail RSDmgzn@aol.com. &) 


Dove Comes in 
1,000 Pound Packages 
(No Batteries Needed) 


Are you looking for 
arare gift this holiday season 
Adopt Success or any one of 


28 manatees in the Adopt-A-Manatee, 
program. For $20, “parents” receive an 


Having a choice is always great. That’s what you get when 
you dive the Mexican Yucatan corridor with Mike 
Madden's CEDAM dive center. Cedam now offers direct 
boat trips to some of the best of Cozumel’s walls along 
with great local reef diving. But the real adventure lies in 
the jungle, at the mouth of crystal clear fresh water 
“cenotes”. It’s a diving experience you'll never forget. 
There is a variety of diving options with only one 
real choice for safety, experience, fun, and adventure. 


Mike Madden’s 
CEDAM DIVE CENTERS 


Phone: 011-52-987-35147/Fax: 011-52-987-35129 


E-mail: mmaden@cancun.rce.com.mx p 


Visit our web page at: WWW.CEDAMDIVE.COM Centers 
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adoption certificate, a photo and biography 
of their manatee, manatee information, 
and a newsletter subscription. Your contri- 
bution will go toward efforts to protect 
endangered manatees and their habitat. 


Save the Manatees Club | 
500 N. Maitland Avenue | 
Maitland, FL 32751 : 

1-800-432-JOIN (5646) 


http:/www.objectlinks.com/manatee 


Success the Manatee 








BELIZE 


(Continued from page 44) 


also a last stop of sorts. South of Placen- 
cia, there is only the outpost of Monkey 
River Village and the slightly notorious 
port village of Punta Gorda. 

With more than 400 square miles of 
reef in the Placencia area alone, and 
rarely more than two dozen divers visit- 
ing the peninsula at one time, you don’t 
need a calculator to figure it out: This is 


virgin diving territory. 
Between Placencia 


DIVING Peninsula and the south- 
ern reaches of the barrier reef is Belize’s 
vast inner lagoon—a 20-mile-wide hold- 
ing tank that supports one of only three 
faro reef systems in the world. These 
angular and steep-sided “shelf atolls” rise 
from the continental shelf, not from the 
seabed, and enclose a central lagoon like 
the oceanic atolls. 

Outside the reef are deeply undercut 
drop-offs that fall 3,000 feet into the steely, 
unforgiving blue. Some of the wall’s under- 
cuts are so deep they form canyons filled 
with feral things: king mackerels in the six- 
foot range, schools of dog snapper and 
some five-foot cubera snapper. In addition 


to vertical walls, the barrier reef’s southern 
portion supports spur-and-groove forma- 
tions that produce sloping canyons where 
grouper and snapper come to spawn. 
Another of Southern Belize’s unique 
venues is wet cayes. The inner lagoon’s 
soft mud bottom and protected shallow 
depths allow mangrove seeds to settle and 
take root miles from the mainland. The 
result is mangrove cayes (“wet” cayes 
because they haven’t yet formed a solid 
landmass), growing in the middle of a sea. 
Like any structure in the open ocean, these 
cayes are magnets for marine life, especial- 
ly schools of baitfish and juveniles. 
There are no pretty 


DIVE SITES 
tropicals flitting about 


at Northern Reef Drop-off; it’s all open 
ocean on the outside of the barrier reef. 
Look for pelagics—greater amberjack, 
jewfish, king mackerels, and in May and 
June, whale sharks that come to feed and 
mate in the days following the full moons. 
> In the sandy canyons of Jellyfish 
Valley, part of a spur-and-groove forma- 
tion, lie locally abundant upside-down 
jellyfish. Each hosts a colony of cleaner 
shrimp and makes a heartbeat-like sound 
as it flaps to the bottom. 

> The faro reef at Lobster Garden drops 


from 25 to 110 feet in a series of coral ter- 
races. The spiny crustaceans that give the 
site its name eye you from every level. In 
the sandy shallows, look for slippery dicks, 
razorfish and three types of sea cucumbers. 
> The mini-wall at Long Coco Spit begins 
at 25 feet and drops to a series of coral 
pinnacles at 75 feet. Along the wall’s 
sheets of plate coral and collage of tube, 
barrel and vase sponges, you'll find cubera 
and dog snappers, grouper and hogfish. 

> At Murray Long Caye Drop-off, the 
coral heads rise from 80 feet up to 50 feet 
to form swim-through canyons that paral- 
lel an abysmal 3,000-foot drop-off. Schools 
of lane snapper feed on shrimp in the mud. 


ACCOMMODATIONS, Rem Point Inn 


is a good choice 
for serious divers. The rooms in unique 
concrete cabanas offer privacy, ocean 
breezes and hot water. Soulshine Resort 
offers thatched cabanas, a restaurant and 
swimming pool on a private island. Nauti- 
cal Inn has new, modern rooms. Kitty’s 
Place is a traditional favorite, offering 
eight spare but comfortable rooms and 
apartments in colonial Belizean hardwood 
structures. More modest accommodations 
include Turtle Inn, Sonny’s Resort, Sea- 
spray Hotel and Singing Sands Inn. © 





PADI 5 STAR 
IDC TRAINING deals 


Specializing in Personal Attention » Daily Scuba Tours « 8:30am Certified Dives 
Wreck, Reef, Night Diving ¢ 12:00 pm Beginner Dives + Certifications & Student 
Referrals » Hotel Pick-Ups + Hotel & Private Home Packages Available 
OPEN 7 DAYS - 8:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 


Still Waters is nestled on a mountain side, creating secluded privacy and 
breath taking sunset views. The brand new, fully air conditioned, one bedroom 
home has a wrap around deck, fully equipped kitchen, and lounge jacuzzi to 
ease your body after a nice day of diving. 


WINTER SPECIAL PACKAGE: °8.51.50 55/4) 0 
7 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATIONS, 2 6-TANK PACKAGES ¢ NOVEMBER 15 - APRIL 15, 1997 


800-835-7718 


809-693-8999 ¢ E-mail: Divelowkey@msn.com. 
WHARFSIDE VILLAGE * P.O. BOX 716 © ST. JOHN ¢ US VIRGIN ISLANDS © 00831 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


RESORT PROFILE 


CoCo View Resort 





A 


DIVERS KEEP COMING BACK FOR THIS BAY ISLANDS EXPERIENCE 


uppose a dive resort has a large 

club of members who have vaca- 

tioned there five times. We'd sus- 
pect the resort is something special. Sup- 
pose the resort offers a 10th trip free to 
members who have made nine trips, and 
a lot of members have qualified for the 
complimentary vacation. We'd suspect 
the free trip is not the brass ring. The real 
prize is obviously the members’ experi- 
ence at the resort, and the experience 
must be in a class by itself. 

Such is the case at CoCo View Resort, 
where more than 100 divers are 10-trip 
members of the CoCo Nut Club. What 
keeps people coming back for this Bay 
Islands experience? Owners Bill and Evelyn 
Evans have developed a magic recipe that 
they cook up over and over to the delight of 
guests. The ingredients are an admirable 
blend of Bay Islands welcome, superb div- 
ing, comfortable accommodations, tropical 
atmosphere, attentive service, laid-back 
organization and satisfying meals. 





Whether by boat or from shore, you'll love the convenience of CoCo View diving. 


CoCo View is situated on a gem of 
an islet just off Roatan. The resort's 


wooden architecture blends with the 


natural surroundings of the sandy caye. 
Guest rooms and social areas are 
cooled by ceiling fans and natural 
breezes blowing through large 
screened windows. 
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This dedicated dive retreat includes nine air-conditioned beach rooms and 16 sak tech cabanas. 


WHERE DIVING CONVENIENCE 
IS AN ART FORM P The resort 
perches on the corners of two major 
drop-offs—CoCo View and Newman’s 
walls. Divers spend countless hours 
exploring them around 
the clock. At any time of 
day or night, grab a 
buddy and your gear 
and jump in. 

Just kick your fins a 
few times—you’re there. 
Want to dive a wreck? A 
few more kicks and you'll 
reach the Prince Albert, an 
intact island freighter with 
cargo holds, companion- 
ways and superstructure to 
explore and photograph. 

If you're hankering 
for boat trips, CoCo View 
offers one in the morning and one in the 
afternoon. Step onto a dive boat, and 
before you know it, you arrive at a breath- 
taking reef or wall teeming with fish life. 
After diving, you can rinse and store your 
gear and shower at the scuba center, right 
next to the boat docks. Diving doesn’t get 
any more convenient. 


For instruction and equipment, stop in 
at Dockside Dive Center, a PADI 5-Star 
facility owned and operated by Patty Grier. 
The center offers a line-up of courses from 
scuba refresher and discover scuba 
through divemaster, plus 11 specialties. 
Patty takes pride in her modern rental gear. 
She overhauls regulators once a week and 
maintains one of the best-equipped repair 
stations in the Caribbean. For underwater 
photo and video equipment and services, 
see John Haught at Ocean Images, inside 
Dockside Dive Center. 


BOOK IT > Roatan Charter—experts 
in travel to the Bay Islands and Central 
America—represents CoCo View Resort in 
North America. Seven nights, $725 per- 
diver, double occupancy. 

Packages include boat and shore 
diving, meals, accommodations and 
island transfers. Contact Roatan Charter 
for reservations and convenient air con- 
nections. Phone (800) 282-8932 or 
(352) 588-4132. Fax (352) 588-4158. 
E-mail: ccvinfo@roatan.com or 
http://www.roatan.com/cocoview.htm 


—Text and Photography by Rob Curran 
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in January 1997. 
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LIVE-ABOARD PROFILE 


Peter Hughes Diving 


A FLEET OF CHANGES FOR 1997 


NEW FOR NEW GUINEA p 
After experiencing the underwater won- 
ders of Papua New Guinea in 1995, 
Peter Hughes decided to share them with 
fellow divers. In 1996, Peter acquired a 
share holding in the M/V FeBrina, a 75- 
foot, 12-passenger live-aboard. Captain 
Alan Raabe continues at the helm, and 
the boat will maintain her own unique 
identity and casual elegance. The FeBri- 
na is scheduled for a range of upgrades 


In January 1997, the M/V Star Dancer— 
formerly Palau’s Sun Dancer—will join 
the FeBrina in exploring the waters of 
New Guinea. The 120-foot vessel will 
accommodate 16 divers in legendary 
Peter Hughes luxury and comfort. Both 
FeBrina and Star Dancer will sail from 
Walindi Plantation Resort, centrally 
located on the 300-mile long north 
coast of New Britain Island. From 
Walindi, the boats will range west to the 
Witu Islands and the offshore reefs 
beyond, and in the east, to Rabaul and 
the Duke of York Islands. The live- 
aboard duo provides large groups the 
opportunity to charter both vessels 
together. 


DANCING THE RED SEA p> [Eoypt 
topped the lists of the 1996 Rodale’s 
Scuba Diving Readers’ Choice Awards. In 
October 1996, the M/V Moon Dancer 


PETER HUGHES DIVING 





began carrying 20 divers 
on luxury-class expedi- 
tions to the Red Sea. New 
for 1997 on Moon 
Dancer are nitrox, nitrox 
certification, and 
Draeger/Uwatec Atlantis | 
rebreather certification 
and rentals. 


A NEW DANCER 
FOR PALAU Pp In 
January 1997, Peter 
Hughes will raise the 
bar on his own high 
standards for live- 
aboard diving in Palau 
with the M/V Sun 
Dancer Il. The new 135- 
foot vessel will carry 20 
divers in unparalleled 
comfort. Hughes is 
adding another “Safe 
Boat” dive tender to the 
Palau operation. Divers 
affectionately dubbed 
the first tender the 
“Magic Bus.” With the 
addition of the “Magic Tram,” the two 
400-horsepower jet-drive Safe Boats 
will speed 10 passengers each to the 
reefs and walls. Two tenders will mini- 
mize crowding on the reefs while maxi- 
mizing safety, comfort, convenience 
and flexibility for divers. 

In 1997, packages are expanded 
to include use of a day room at Palau 
Pacific Resort on arrival and a room on 


the final night. 


NITROX PROGRAMS > Peter 
Hughes is committed to improving 
scuba safety and offering divers the 
chance to upgrade their skills and mas- 
ter new technologies. Princess Divers in 
Curacao and most live-aboards now 
offer Nitrox programs. Nitrox and cer- 
tification are available at Princess 
Divers, and on Moon Dancer (Egypt), 
Sun Dancer II (Palau) and Wave 


Peter Hughes now offers the underwater thrills 


of Papau New Guinea from the FeBrina and Star Dancer. 


Dancer (Belize). Nitrox fills are free of 
charge for qualified divers on Sun 
Dancer Il and Wave Dancer. 


ANOTHER BOAT FOR 
CURACAO » The new Curagao 
Duchess—twin sister to the Curacao 
Princess—expands the fleet at Princess 
Divers to three boats. The new addition 
is a Michael Fitz 41 custom dive boat. 


BOOK IT > For reservations and 
information, contact Peter Hughes Div- 
ing, your dive travel specialist or travel 
agent. Peter Hughes Diving: phone 
(800) 9-DANCER (932-6237) or (305) 
669-9391. Fax (305) 669-9475. E- 
mail: dancer@winnet.net. Web: 
http: //www.winnet.net/dancer/. 


—Text by Rob Curran 
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Poe “ADVERTISE 





ou’re travel-weary 

when you arrive at the 

Paradisus Cozumel, 
so your smiling concierge 
bypasses the check-in desk and 
takes you straight to your room. 
Over a refreshing welcome 
drink, your host graciously offers 
a summary of the dizzying array 
of options for diving, dining, 
activities, sports, relaxation and 
fun at Paradisus. 

The five-star resort nestles 
in lush tropical vegetation 
along Cozumel’s longest natu- 
ral beach, 300 yards of beck- 
oning white sand and palm 
trees. Paradisus is located on a 
sprawling estate in the north 
hotel zone, just two miles from 
downtown Cozumel. 

The resort is an attractive 
blend of contemporary and tra- 
ditional Mexican Caribbean 
architecture. Modern lines blend 
with soft colors and thatched 
roots accented by native stones 
and woods. Each of the 180 
rooms has air-conditioning, 
color satellite TY with HBO and 
Cinemax, direct-dial phone and 
private bath. Balconies offer 
stunning blue-water vistas. 


WHAT PRICE PARADISE? > 
The formula at the Paradisus is 
all-inclusive. Guests can enjoy 
a carefree week of fine food 
and beverage, cocktails, scuba 
diving, sports, activities and 
fun without a thought to wal- 
lets, credit cards or tips. 

Through Dec. 21, 1996, special 
packages offer Paradisus luxury at sub- 
stantial savings. A three-night package 
is $340; it includes two days of two- 
tank boat dives. The seven-night pack- 
age is $809 and includes five days of 
diving. (Rates are per person, double 
occupancy.) 


MENT 
PROFILE 


Paradisus Cozumel 
ALL-INCLUSIVE LUXURY FOR COZUMEL DIVERS 


. 
nth cath 





Located on Cozumel’s longest natural beach, Paradisus offers vacationers 


a variety of watersports and activities. 





THE DEAL’S A STEAL 


FOR KIDS © Two children up to 12 
years old can room with parents and 
enjoy the all-inclusive plan at no extra 
charge. And Paradisus now features an 
expanded Kids Club program. The kids 
team offers non-stop games and learn- 
ing activities. Parents can enjoy time 
alone or favorite activities, while chil- 


dren have their fun under the 
watchful eyes of the specially 
trained Kids Club staff. 


WHERE’S THE REEF? p> 
Caribbean Divers offers a range 
of options for Paradisus guests, 
whether you’re a hard-core 
scubanaut looking for maximum 
bottom time, or just trying to 
squeeze some memorable dives 
into a vacation with non-diving 
family and friends. Visit the 
Caribbean Divers desk in the 
Paradisus lobby to make your 
arrangements for charters, night 
dives, instruction and rentals. 

Packages include transporta- 
tion fo the new Paradisus Dive and 
Beach Club on the southern side 
of the island. Caribbean Divers 
operates a full-service scuba cen- 
ter at the club. The location is in 
the middle of the “dive corridor” 
for quick access to Cozumel’s best 
reefs and walls. The boat trip to 
Palancar Reef or Santa Rosa Wall 
takes 15 minutes. 

Roomy, modern Delta dive 
boats leave for two-tank charters 
at 9 and 11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
A small boat is kept on standby 
for quick one-tank pickup trips— 
critical mass is five divers. 

The club offers flexibility for 
beach fun and family plans. 
Combinations are endless: 
scuba diving, snorkeling, sail- 
ing, wind surfing and other 
beach activities, not to mention 
free lunch. Best of all, friends 
and family can enjoy the food and facili- 
ties while you're out diving. 


BOOK IT e Phone Paradisus at 
1-888-341-5993 (toll-free USA/Cana- 
da). Or contact your travel agent or 
dive travel specialist. 


—Text and Photography by Rob Curran 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


RESORT PROFILE 


The Nekton Pilot 


A FOUR-PART FORMULA FOR SUCCESS 


eeking a voyage of discovery, 
adventure and education in the 
Bahamas? Throughout the year, 
the Nekton Pilot cruises through the 
Bahamas on three different itineraries: 
Bahama Adventure (north), Cay Sal Bank 
(west) and the southern Bahamas. From 
November 1996 through April 1997, 
southern Bahamas cruises depart from pic- 
turesque George Town. Destinations 
include the Exumas, Rum Cay, San Sal- 
vador and Conception Island. Divers expe- 
rience vibrant, pristine reefs and walls, 
shark feedings and prolific marine life— 
some of the best in the Caribbean, if not the 
world. Expect grottoes, tunnels and swim- 
throughs, submerged pinnacles, and 
encounters with wild dolphins and sharks. 
Just ask Nekton Pilot veterans—some have 
come back for five cruises. During Novem- 
ber and December 1996, Nekton Diving 
Cruises is offering $300 savings on select- 
ed weeks. Pay $1,095 (regularly $1,395). 

It’s often said: “A live-aboard is only 
as good as the diving it gets you to.” 
When a live-aboard delivers world-class 
diving—10 on an international scale of 
10—what can an operator do to increase 
passengers’ satisfaction? Just ask the 
operators of the Nekton Pilot. 

First, design a one-of-a-kind boat 
from the keel(s) up—just for divers and 
their comfort. SWATH (Small Water- 
plane Area Twin Hull) is a radical vessel 
technology. It dramatically reduces rock- 
ing, rolling and seasickness. The Nekfon 
Pilot travels serenely across rough seas 
and rides calmly at anchor in choppy 
waters. Each roomy passenger cabin 
features large six-square-foot windows 
with wide-angle ocean views, air-condi- 
tioning and an option for queen bed or 
twin beds. In each cabin, a large private 
bathroom offers a full-sized shower stall 
and electric toilet. 

The Nekton Pilot offers the ameni- 
ties and comfort of a cruise ship, the 
mobility of a yacht and stability 





NEKTON PILOT 


approaching a land-based resort. 

Second, add a full-time Activities 
Director for each cruise, and staff the Nek- 
ton Pilot with experts in marine biology 
and photography. Between the five dives a 
day, offer a lineup of free presentations: 
scuba refresher; snorkeling; buoyancy con- 
trol; introductions to underwater photogra- 
phy and video; fish and coral identifica- 
tion; history and underwater geology of 
the Bahamas; ocean pollution; blue holes; 
sharks and turtles. Make the presentations 
fun, educational, interesting and entertain- 
ing. It’s the Nekton Pilot formula: education 
+ awareness = respect + enjoyment. 

Third, offer open-water certification at 
no charge. Students can begin training at 
hometown dive centers and finish on the 
Nekton Pilot with their check-out dives. In 
June 1996, 10 members—three genera- 
tions—of a family sailed on their second 








The Nekton Pilot’s formula for 
success includes a state-of-the-art 
dive platform and the amenities 
of a aise ship. 


Nekton Pilot cruise. Five 
members of the family 
received their open-water 
certifications. Talk about a 
unique family reunion! 

Fourth, provide a state-of-the-art 
dive platform, a nine-foot-wide deck that 
runs the width of the Nekton Pilot’s 40- 
foot beam. The crew lowers the entire 
platform to sea level for safe, quick 
entries and exits. 

Divers set up their gear once at their 
stations during the week. After dives, the 
crew quickly refills tanks-without detaching 
BCs. Personal gear is stored in individual 
lockers an arm’s length from the diver’s seat. 


BOOK IT > Contact Nekton, your dive 
travel specialist or travel agent. Round-trip 
air charters from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., to 
George Town, $260. Phone (800) UW 
WORLD or (954) 463-9324. E-mail: nek- 
ton] @aol.com. Check out Nekton’s home 
page at: <http://www.gate.net/~nekton/>. 


—Text by Rob Curran 
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Fiesta Americana 





Cozumel Reef and Dive House 


and laid-back tropical luxury for divers. 


In Spring 1996, the resort added 14 / 
exquisite thatched-roofed casitas—villas— 


designed for divers, behind the main hotel. 
The villas nestle in local flowers and green- 
ery—a peaceful, natural environment. In 


decor and appointments, the designers; 


overlooked no detail of luxury or comfort. 


From a diver’s perspective, the best 2 
thing about the resort is the in-house dive 
operation, Dive House. The quality of 
their equipment and personnel is state-of- 


the-art—and second to none in Cozumel. 


And you can speed to Cozumel’s best; 


A FIVE-STAR LUXURY RESORT WITH A WORLD-CLASS SCUBA CENTER 


rom the moment you set foot in 
the lobby of Fiesta Americana: 
Cozumel Reef, you begin to: 


appreciate what the resort is all about: the: 
ultimate in comfort, service, convenience 


walls and reefs—Palancar, 
Santa Rosa, Tormentos—in 10 
to 30 minutes. 

For an additional $10 per 
day, a diver can upgrade to the 
“Personalized Diving Service.” 
This option provides a dive boat 
which takes a maximum of six 
divers, with boat captain and 
dive guide. This is valuable to 
experienced divers looking for 
“exotic” dive sites, and to begin- 


ner divers who want extra personal attention. : 


BOOK IT © Contact Island Dreams : 
for special packages and airfares. From: 
Sept. 4 to Dec. 20, 1996, three nights : 
lodging/two days boat diving, $229 : 
pp/do. Seven nights/six days diving, : 
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There’s room to spread out on Dive House |, Il & Ill 
which are roomy, fast and custom-built for diving. 


$599 pp/do. For information or 
reservations, phone (800) 346-6116 or 
(713) 973-9300. World Wide Web: 
http://www. islandream.com/island/in 
dex.htm E-mail: info@islandream.com 


Small Hope Bay Lodge 


GREAT BAHAMAS DIVING AND SIMPLE LUXURIES 








snow flies under gray skies. The cold 


winds howl. You’re fighting a losing battle : 
to shovel eight inches of drifting snow 


from your driveway before you have to 
skid and shiver to work on icy roads. 
Alternate reality, in the land of per- 


petual June, Small Hope Bay Lodge: At : 
6 a.m., you decide to roll out of bed to: 


salute the Bahamian sun that’s already gen- 


fly warming Andros Island. What's it going 
to be today? The choices are tough: Dive 


some offshore or inland blue holes? Make a 


two-tank boat trip to impressive Andros 2 
Wall? Laze your way through another day: 
on the beach with a Goombay Smash or: 


two (or three)? Bike to town to chat with 


some of the friendly locals? Stalk some; 


our reality in the land of per- : 
petual winter: It’s 6 a.m. and 
it’s happening again. The : 


bonefish in Andros’s maze of flats? 
Spincast for grouper? Go deep-sea 
fishing for big game? Or wile away 
some hours with a sailboard, sailboat 
or nature walk? Hard choices. 

Small Hope Bay Lodge—a 
dedicated dive resort—features 20 
beachfront cottages, dining room, #& 
cocktail bar, game room, boutique 
and hot tub. The atmosphere is out- 
island simplicity: laid-back, down 
home and downright friendly. 


BOOK IT > Dive packages include : 
accommodations, meals, bar drinks, and: 
three dives a day, plus airport transfers, 
hotel taxes and service charges. Winter: 
rates: diver, $220 per person per night; : 
vacationer, $165. Children 2-12: $40. : 


per night. Teens 13-17: $80 per night. 
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Bahamasair services Andros Town 
Airport from Nassau daily. Or fly from 
Fort Lauderdale on the resort’s own Aero 
Commanders for $200 roundtrip. Phone 
(800) 223-6961 or (809) 368-2013. 


—Text by Rob Curran 
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Plaza Resort Bonaire 


BONAIRE 








Hotel-Villas & Casino 


A DIVER’S DELIGHT ON BONAIRE 


s one of the world’s top dive 
destinations, Bonaire attracts 
new divers and lures veterans 
back for more—again and again. 

At the Plaza Resort Bonaire Hotel-Vil- 
las and Casino, you'll find everything you 
would expect a Five-Star resort to offer 
plus easy access to Bonaire’s incredible 
diving. Located on a beautiful beach, 
Plaza Resort Bonaire can please a variety 
of tastes and budgets with 200 spacious 
suites and villas in the main two-story com- 
plex and 24 palatial villas at the resort’s 
sister property, Port Bonaire. All rooms 
feature private balconies and sweeping 
views of the ocean, garden or lagoon. For 
your dining, drinking and entertainment 
pleasure there are three restaurants, three 





bars, an exciting casino and a daz- 
zling seaside pool. 

The on-site Toucan Diving 
facility’s dive boats depart daily 
for Bonaire’s hottest dive spots. 
Guided tours are available to the 
east coast of the island and to 
Washington-Slagbaai National 
Park. Toucan Diving offers all 
levels of dive instruction through 
instructor level and is equipped 
with one of the largest photo 
facilities in the Caribbean. 
Underwater camera and video rentals 
are available as well as E-6 and print 
processing. Toucan’s photo pros can 
help you take that first underwater 
photo or improve your skills. 


RESORT PROFILE 


Peter Hughes Diving/ 
Divi Tiara Beach Resort 


ervice, reliability and the best div- 
ing possible have always been 
the trademarks of Peter Hughes 
Dive Tiara at Divi Tiara Beach Resort on 
Cayman Brac, so how could things pos- 
sibly get better? 

Well, $400,000 in new equipment 
and renovations will do that. Two of Dive 
Tiara’s five custom dive boats were outfit- 
ted with faster engines and marine toi- 
lets, and all five were refurbished and 
repainted, freshwater showers were 
added and the camera tables were 
improved. At the same time, many of the 
guest rooms were upgraded with new 
TVs and air-conditioners. 

Yet, amazingly, the cost of diving this 
winter at Divi Tiara Beach Resort will be less. 
It’s the first resort in the Cayman Islands to 
charge the same price year-round, even 






during the winter peak season. The one 
exception is Christmas and New Year’s, 
when there is a modest surcharge. 

Dive equipment is picked up from your 
room on arrival, set up, tested and rinsed 
daily, then returned right before your 
departure. With jaa 
five 38-foot to 40- j 
foot dive boats vis- 
iting different sites, 
you will see the 
best of Cayman 
Brac and nearby 
Little Cayman, 
which is dived fre- 
quently, weather 
permitting. Rental 
equipment here is 
tops: 20 new Sea 
Quest units, new 





plenty of American-style fare. Lunch offers 
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BOOK IT > Dive, explore and dance 
the night away, Plaza Resort Bonaire has 
it all! For more information or to make 
reservations, call today, (800) 766-6016 
or 617-821-1012. 


CAYMAN BRAC 





underwater video systems and 14 Nikonos 
rental units with numerous lens options. 
After diving, food is what counts 
most. Three buffets daily feature local 
standouts like conch stew but there’s also 


a full salad bar for the health- 
conscious. On the dessert 
menu, the legendary Chocolate 
Suicide Cake remains a lucious 
favorite. Some things just can’t 
be improved upon. 


BOOK IT m Reservea 
seven-night minimum stay and 
get one night free. The basic 
rate for room and diving starts 
at $648 pp/do from Saturday 
to Saturday. Call (800) 367- 
3484 or (919) 419-3484. 
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ARUBA 

|. AIR ARUBA |-800-677-7888 See ad pg. 31 
2. ARUBA TOURISM |-300-10-ARUBA See ad pg. 31 
3. PELICAN WATERSPORTS ()|-2978-24739 See ad pg. 31 
4, RED SAIL SPORTS/ARUBA 1-800-255-6425 See ad pg. 31 
5. SCUBA ARUBA 0! |-2978-34142 See ad pg. 31 
6. UNIQUE SPORTS OF ARUBA 0!|-2972-60095 See ad pg. 31 

AUSTRALIA 
7. DIVE DISCOVERY/REEF EXPLORER 
|-800-886-732! See ad pg. 4 

BAHAMAS 

8. BAHAMAS OUT ISLANDS PROMOTION BOARD 
1-800-688-4752 See ad pg. 18 
9. DIVE ABACO |-300-247-5338 See ad pg. 114 


10. GRAND BAHAMA ISLAND TOURISM/UNEXSO 
1-800-992-DIVE (3483) See ad pg. 32 
11. LUCAYAN BEACH/UNEXSO 

1-800-992-DIVE. (3483) See ad pg. 24 
12. SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE 1-300-223-6961 See ad pg. 114 


13. STELLA MARIS |-800-426-0466 See ad pg. 58 
14. STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 

|-800-646-3333 See ad pg. 71 
15. SUNSKIFF |-800-331-5884 See ad pg. 114 
16. UNEXSO |-300-992-DIVE (3483) See ad pg. 09 


17. VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER 
|-800-383-6480 See ad pg. 113 
18. WALKER’S CAY |-800-513-5257 See ad pg. 32 


BAY ISLANDS/HONDURAS 


19. ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT !-800-227-3483 See ad pg. 34 
20. BAY ISLANDS BEACH RESORT 


|-800-4-ROATAN See ad pg. 113 


21. BAYMAN BAY CLUB |-300-524-1323 See ad pg. 28 
22. FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 

|-800-676-2826 See ad pg. 25 
23. HONDURAS INSTITUTE OF TOURISM 

|-800-410-9608 See ad pg. 05 
24, LAGUNA BEACH RESORT 1-800-669-8452 See ad pg. 28 
25. POSADA DEL SOL/INN OF THE SUN 

|-800-642-3483 See ad pg. 33 
26. ROATAN CHARTER, INC. |-300-282-8932 See ad pg. 37 


27. UTILA REEF RESORT |-800-263-9876 See ad pg. 115 


BELIZE 
28, ADVENTURES IN WATERSPORTS 
1-800-648-8990 See ad pg. 46 
29, BELIZE DIVE TOURS ‘800-938-0860 Soe ad pg. 47 
30. BELIZE TOURIST BOARD |-800-624-0486 See ad pg. 46 


31. BOTTOM TIME DIVE SHOP/BZ TRAVEL SERVICES 
1-800-382-7776 See ad pg. WN3 


32. JOURNEY’S END |-800-460-5665 See ad pg. 46 

33. RAMON’S VILLAGE |-800-624-4215 See ad pg. 46 

34. RUM POINT INN |-800-747-138! See ad pg. 46 

35. SOULSHINE RESORT |-800-890-6082 See ad pg. 46 

36. WINDY HILL RESORT |-800-WINDY 95 See ad pg. 46 
BERMUDA 

37. BERMUDA WRECK TOUR |-300-3DA-DIVE — See ad pg. 66 
BONAIRE 

38. DIVE RESORTS |-800-367-3484 See ad pg. 25 

39. PLAZA RESORTS BONAIRE |-800-766-6016 See ad pg 28 

40. SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 

|-800-288-4773 See ad pg. 35 

41. TOURISM CORPORATION OF BONAIRE 

1-800-U-BONAIRE See ad pg. 08 
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COZUMEL 
42. BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS |-800-878-8853 = See ad pg. 113 
43. DIVE PARADISE |-800-308-5125 See ad pg. 22 


44. DIVE TOURS/DIAMOND/DIVE PALANCAR 
1-800-433-0885 See ad pg. 58 
45. REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADVENTURE 


TRAVEL |-800-794-9RNR See ad pg. 115 
46. TROPICAL TOURS INC. |-800-7!|-4700 See ad pg. 67 
Fiji 

47. AQUA TREK DIVE TRAVEL SERVICE* 

1-800-541-4334 See ad pg. 20W 

FLORIDA KEYS 

48. AQUA NUTS/KELLY’S ON THE BAY 

|-800-226-0415 See ad pg. 58 

49. CONCH REPUBLIC DIVERS /-800-274-DIVE See ad pg. 114 

50. DISCOVERY DIVE |-800-622-6813 See ad pg. 115 

51. FLORIDA KEYS DIVE CENTER |-800-433-8946 See ad pg. 101 

52. KEY WEST DIVERS |-800-87-DIVER See ad pg. 115 

53. LOOE KEY REEF RESORT !-800-942-5397 See ad pg. 113 
HAWAII 

55. ECO-ADVENTURES | -800-949-3483 See ad pg. VIS 
MEXICO 

57. CEDAM DIVE CENTERS 0)/!-52-987-35129 See ad pg. 100 

MIDWEST 

58. BONNE TERRE MINE |-3/4-731-5003 See ad pg. 114 
PACIFIC 

59. DIVE DISCOVERY/ADVENTURE SPORTS GIZO 

| -800-886-7321 See ad pg. 114 

60. DIVE DISCOVERY/BILIKIKI CRUISES LTD 

|-800-886-732! See ad pg. WS 

61. DIVE DISCOVERY/SAM’S DIVE TOURS 

|-800-886-7321 See ad pg. 113 

62. SPLASH | -800-247-3483 See ad pg. 113 

PUERTO RICO 

63. AQUATIC UNDERWATER ADV. 

|-787-890-607 | See ad pg. C2 

64. CARIBBEAN SCHOOL OF AQUATICS 

1-787-728-6606 See ad pg. C2 


65. CARIBE AQUATIC ADVENTURES |-/87-724-|882 See ad pg. C2 
66. CORAL HEAD DIVERS | -800-635-4529 See ad pg. C2 
67. PALOMINO DIVERS/EL CONQUISTADOR RESORT 

1-800-468-5228 See ad pg. C2 
68. PARGUERA DIVERS |-787-899-4015 See ad pg. C2 
69. PUERTO RICO TOURISM |-800-366-7827 See ad GATES | & 2 


TOBAGO 


70. TIDCO |-800-595-ITNT See ad pg. 10 


UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS 


71. ANCHOR DIVE CENTER |-800-532-DiVE See ad pg. 28 
72. LOW KEY WATERSPORTS !-800-835-7718 See ad pg. 101 
73. UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS 

|-800-372-USVI See ad pg. C4 
74. V.L. DIVERS |-800-524-0410 See ad pg. 68 


DIVE EDUCATION & INSTRUCTION 


75. D.A.N. | -800-446-267! See ad pg. 72 
76. OCEAN CORPORATION |-800-32!-0298 See ad pg. 99 
77. PDIC INTERNATIONAL |-7|7-342-9434 See ad pg. 71 
78. PRO DIVE |-300-772-DiVE See ad pg 93 


Simply tear out the reply card, circle the numbers preceding the names 
of the companies which interest you, fill out your name and address, 
affix postage, and drop it in the mailbox. You’ll soon be receiving 


information which will help make your diving more enjoyable! 


DIVE EQUIPMENT 


80. OCEAN MASTER |-800-841-7007 See ad pg. C3 
81. UWATEC |-800-951-DIVE (3483) See ad pg. 02 


DIVE TRAVEL SPECIALIST 


83. BAHIA TOURS |-800-443-0717 See ad pg. 114 
84. RASCALS IN PARADISE |-800-U-RASCAL See ad pg. 115 
85. TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 


1-800-247-3483 See ad pg. 112 
86. DIVE CALENDAR | -800-367-7008 See ad pg. 113 
87. IDENTITY CHECK PRINTERS See ad pg. 114 
82. THE HENNESSEY GROUP, INC. |-617-647-2888See ad pg. 114 
88. AGGRESSOR FLEET |-800-348-2628 See ad pg. 78 
89. EXPLORER VENTURES LTD |-800-322-3577 — See ad pg. 30 
90. NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 

1-800-899-6753 EXT. ROD See ad pg. 33 


91. OCEANWIDE EXPEDITIONS/REMBRANDT 


1-800-453-SAIL (7245) See ad pg. 47 

92. WINDJAMMER BAREFOOT CRUISES 

1-800-327-2601 See ad pg. 24 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

93. BERGER BROS. CAMERA & VIDEO 

1-800-262-4160 See ad pg. 96 

94. IKELITE |-3/7-923-4523 See ad pg. 94 

95. PIONEER RESEARCH |-800-257-7742 See ad pg. 68 

96. SEA & SEA UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 

1-800-SEA-7977 See ad pg. 97 

97. UNDERWATER PHOTO TEC 1-603-432-1997 See ad pg. 115 


SPECIAL SECTION 
CAYMAN ISLANDS 


98. BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT !-800-327-3835 See ad pg. 86 
99. COCONUT HARBOUR |-800-552-628! See ad pg. 89 
100. DIVI RESORTS |-800-367-3484 See ad pg. 88 
101. TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 1800-872-7552 See ad pg. 87 


SPECIAL SECTION 
MICRONESIA 


102. CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA |-800-900-7657 See ad pg. 76 
103. FISH ‘N FINS 0) |-680-488-2637 See ad pg. 81 
104. MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS 

01 1-691-350-2300 OR 1-800-DIVE-YAP See ad pg. 19 
105. PACTOURS |-800-245-4129 See ad pg. 83 
106. PALAU DIVING CENTER/CARP ISLAND RESORT 

01 1-680-488-2978 See ad pg. 82 
107. PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 0! 1-680-488-2600 See ad pg. 82 
108. PALAU VISITORS AUTHORITY 


01 1-680-488-2793 See ad pg. 80 
109. PETER HUGHES |-800-932-6237 See ad pg. 77 
110. POHNPE! TOURIST COMMISSION 

01 1-691-320-2421 EXT. R.O.D. See ad pg. 75 
111. POSEIDON VENTURES |-800-854-9334 See ad pg. 81 
112. SAM’S DIVE TOURS |-800-794-9RNR See ad pg. 82 
113. SEAWARD HOLIDAYS/S.S. THORFINN 

01 1-691-330-4302 See ad pg. 19 
114. SUNDANCE TOURS & DIVE SHOP 

01 1-691-330-4234 See ad pg. 83 


115. THE CAROLINES RESORT 0)! -680-488-3754/55 See ad pg. 81 


116. TRIP-N-TOUR MICRONESIA |-800-348-0842 See ad pg. 82 
117. TRUK STOP HOTEL 0!1-691-330-4232 See ad pg. 83 
118. YAP STATE TOURISM OFFICE 

011-691-350-2298 See ad pg. 80 
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MICRONESIA 


The Rainbow Hunter 


THE WORLD'S FIRST FLYING LIVE-ABOARD 


t hardly seems possible, but 

very soon Micronesia’s 

already diverse diving options 
will be even greater. In December, 
the Rainbow Hunter, a six-passenger 
Grumman Albatross Seaplane, will 
begin operation, marking a new era 
in live-aboard diving. 

Defying all previously known 
boundaries, the Rainbow Hunter will 
be offering cutting edge exploratory dive 
charters to Ulithi, Ngulu and Helen’s 
Reef—remote and otherwise inaccessible 
atolls off Palau and Yap. The diving here 
is the best Micronesia has to offer, without 
the crowds—brilliant drop-offs and spine- 
tingling big animal action. 

Boat expeditions to these reefs from 
Palau and Yap involve almost a day of 
travel each way. Traveling at a speed of 
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Be among the first to experience Micronesia diving 
from this flying live-aboard. 


275 miles per hour, the Rainbow Hunter 


can reach the same reefs in under an 
hour. Charters depart from Palau and 
arrive in the scenic shelter of a deserted 


island lagoon where the Rainbow Hunter; 


makes its aquatic transformation from 
plane to boat. Furnished with six berths, a 
TV, two showers and a dining area, 
accommodations are clean, cozy and 
basic. A seaplane expedition is best 










regarded as “advanced camping,” 
and definitely not for everyone. How- 
ever, for those with a yearning in their 
soul to push the envelope, the Rain- 
bow Hunter offers what is perhaps the 
ultimate diving adventure. 


BOOK IT Pe Starting Dec. 28, 
1996, the Rainbow Hunter will be 
offering six-day charters, including 
five-and-a-half days of virtually unlimited 
diving for $5,995 per person. For more 
information or to make reservations, con- 
tact See & Sea Travel. Their travel experts 
can arrange air transfers and land accom- 
modations as well as extended stays on 
Palau, Chuuk or Yap. Phone: (800) DIV- 
XPRT or (415) 434-3400, fax (415) 434- 
3409, e-mail: divxprt@ix.netcom.com or 
http://www.divxprt.com/see&sea. 
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MICRONESIA 


and Manta Ray Bay Hotel 


MANTA MADNESS 


n nature, there are very few sure 

bets, especially under water. Yap is 

the exception to this rule. Spend 
four days diving here and you’ re virtually 
guaranteed manta encounters. In 1989, 
manta ray cleaning stations, where divers 
could observe dozens of these gentle 
giants, were discovered by Bill Acker, 
owner of Manta Ray Bay Hotel and Yap 
Divers. In Mil Channel, trains of mantas 
often parade by. The dependability of this 
extraordinary phenomenon has catapult- 
ed Yap to diving fame. 

Certainly, the mantas are Yap’s 
main underwater fascination, but that’s 
definitely not the end of the story. Scat- 
tered around the island’s 90-mile perime- 
ter are more than 30 dive sites, including 


dramatic drop-offs and fish-filled caverns. 

Manta Ray Bay Hotel and Yap Divers 
are located side by side on a peaceful 
lagoon. The resort’s 23 rooms are furnished 
with all the amenities divers need. The hotel's 
restaurant offers an awesome view and 
world-class island cuisine. Yap Divers’ five 
dive boats provide comfort, convenience 
and maximum flexibility. Manta Visions 
Photo and Video Center is the newest addi- 
tion. Located in the lobby of the hotel, the 
center offers camera and video rentals and 
repairs, photo and video instruction, editing, 
E-6 processing and custom videos. 


BOOK IT > Yap’s enchanting culture is 
several thousand years old; villagers 
dress in traditional garb and mammoth 





sculpted stone disks are still used as the 
local currency. Yap offers divers a travel 
experience that comes along only once in 
a lifetime, and it’s a free stopover on the 
way to or from Palau. For information or 
to make reservations, contact Bill Acker in 
Yap: phone 011-691-350-2300, fax 
011-691-350-4567 or 350-3841. E- 
mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com. Home 
page: http://www.mantaray.com. 
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LIVE-ABOARD PROFILE 


The 8.8. Thorfum 


GATEWAY TO TRUK’S WRECK HEAVEN 


dilemma of Truk Lagoon. Luckily, 
there is a solution. Perched at the 


S 





rim, the 170-foot S.S. Thorfinn—the : 


world’s largest dive cruiser—provides 
unlimited access to Truk Lagoon’s coral- 
garnished graveyard. 

There are at least 60 wrecks from 


the Japanese Imperial fleet littering the 


bottom of Chuuk’s famed Truk Lagoon, 
and 45 have been discovered. Warm, 
nutrient-rich currents, protected condi- 
tions and more than 50 years have com- 
bined to create oases of coral. Soft coral 
forests are just icing on the cake, encas- 


ing a treasure trove of war artifacts. The: 


S.S. Thorfinn’s four dive tenders and 


hourly departures make it possible for 3 


divers to explore as many as 30 of Truk’s 
wrecks during a one-week charter. Wall 


o many wrecks, so litle time—the  ; 





diving is optional. 

In January, the S.S. 
Thorfinn returned to Chuuk 
after undergoing a million- 
dollar re-fit and upgrade. 
All 11 staterooms were 
redecorated and feature 
TV/VCRs and air-condition- 


ing; 8 of the staterooms have both : 
queen-sized and single beds and pri- : 
vate baths. A saltwater aquarium is: 
now the centerpiece of the main : 


lounge area. 


The ship was redesigned with pho- | 
tographers in mind: camera tables : 
were extended and the service depart-_ 
ment was expanded; both camera and_ : 
video rentals are offered. A profession-_ ; 
al photo pro is always on hand and E-6 : 


processing is available. 


LIVE-ABOARD PROFILE 


Reef Explorer: 


DIVE WAY OFF THE BEATEN TRACK DOWN UNDER 


ew live-aboards based in Aus- 
tralia regularly sail far enough 
north along the Great Barrier 


Reef to reach Thursday Island, just south of 
Papua New Guinea. This remote Far 
North area is hailed as one of the Seven 
Underwater Wonders of the World. 

Over the past seven years, Allan and 
Kim Payard have ranged the waters of 


the Far North with their live-aboard Reef : 
Explorer. The owner/operators have : 
developed a treasure trove of dive experi- | 


ences: Rich, wild and untamed reefs and 
shipwrecks teem with sea life. Sharks and 


brilliant hard corals and gorgonians lace: 


current-swept entrances to lagoons. 


Clouds of shimmering fusiliers engulf : 


huge bommies, or pinnacles . 
The 65-foot Reef Explorer accommo- 
dates 10 passengers in five air-condi- 


U u 


tioned cabins. The crew’s 


we aim to : 


please” attitude imbues all aspects of ship- : 
board life: personalized diving, friendly 


service and food prepared to perfection. 


The Reef Explorer caters to experi- 
enced divers and underwater photogra-_ 
phers with four unregimented dives a_ : 
day. You're free to dive to your level of |: 
training and ability under the crew's: 
unobtrusive guidance. Crew members. : 
specialize in providing countless oppor- 
tunities and advice for once-in-a-lifetime 


underwater shots. 















BOOK IT > The S.S. Thorfinn offers 
weekly charters within Truk Lagoon 
and, upon request, extended charters 
to the outer atolls and islands. For 
more information, call your favorite 
dive travel professional or contact the 
S.S. Thorfinn direct c/o Seaward Holi- 
days Micronesia Inc., phone (011) 
691-330-3040, fax (011) 691-330- 
4253, ship’s phone (011) 691-330- 
4302. E-mail: newhomes@inlink.com 
or hitp://www.inmax.com/thorfinn. 





BOOK IT em Packages include 12- 
day Far Northern Extended Trips for 
$2995. The Reef Explorer also explores 
The Outer Coral Sea—8-day packages 
are $1900. The best months to dive the 
Far North are October through January, 
so contact Dive Discovery today. Phone 
(800) 886-7321 or (415) 256-8890. 
E-mail: 102447.3320@compuserve.com 
Internet: http://www.netilus.com/Dive 
Discovery 

—Text by Rob Curran 
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EX CAIRNS TO THE GBR - Specializing in day trips, 
Nitrox & rebreather courses, accommodated dive 
packages, customized live-aboard charters. Cnr. The 
Esplanade & Aplin St., Cairns, Qld., Australia 4870. 
Ph: 6170-31-1248, fax 6170-31-5221. E-mail: 
tusa@c130.aone.net.au, home page: 
http://www.abcaus.com/mail/tusa/index.htm. 

PRO DIVE CAIRNS - GREAT BARRIER REEF - 3 
day/2 night live-aboard cruises to the outer reef 4 
times weekly, 11 dives Au $375.00 - U.S. $280.00. 
PADI 5-Star IDC oid - Instructor courses. Day 
trips daily, Cod Hole & Coral Sea twice weekly. 
Ph Intl+6170 315255 - Fax Intl+6170 519955. 

TAKA DIVE - “The Friendly Alternative.” Regular live- 
aboard dive trips to the COD HOLE on /aka II & 
CORAL SEA on Taka I/II. Ph. Aussie direct 
1-800-241-7690, fax 6170-312739. 


BRITISH COLONIAL/SUN DIVERS - 1-800-258-4786. 
Great 4 day/3 night packages starting at $278 ai 
Free non-motorized water sports, private beacn. 
Leave from our dock, one 2-tank dive daily (2 days), 
tanks, weights & belt. 


HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS - Small GIO URE. 
personalized service. Fast custom boat, PADI Resort 
member, u/w photo, all watersports. Phone/fax 
809-432-0931. 


REEF HOUSE RESORT/MAYAN VIP TOURS - Dive 
Roatan’s resplendent reef, non-diver activities. Mayan 
Ruins, adventure, nor tours on mainland 
Honduras. 1-800-328-8897. 

ROATAN - Secluded beach house w/private dock, fully 
furnished, 3BR, 2BA, sun deck. Easy access to diving. 
303-420-1187. 

ROATAN/CENTRAL AMERICA - Best_dive resorts, 
live-aboards in Bay Islands & Costa Rica. Special 
airfare packages, individuals or groups. 1-800-367-5960. 
ROATAN RESORTS - From $599, full week w/meals 
& diving. Best diving, resorts, live-aboards, airfare, 
beach house rentals. _ 1-800-392-6292. 

ROATAN TRAVEL SPECIALIST - Roatan, Belize & 
beyond. Wide selection of budget to luxury dive 
resorts & live-aboards. Call the Roatan leader. 
LANDFALL ADV TRVL, U.S./CANADA 1-800-525-3833, 
CA 510-794-1599. 


BELIZE DIVE PACKAGES - For individuals & groups. 
Aggressive pricing. Economy to eee land or live- 
aboard. Special airfare packages. 1-800-367-5960. 
oceansu @psin.com. 

BELIZE’S PREMIER DIVE FACILITY - Reef dives, 
Blue Hole trips. Hotel/dive Lit starting at $300. 
Gaz’s Belize Dive Center. 1-800-938-0860. 

KITTY’S PLACE, Placencia, Belize. Beach resort. 
Custom dive packages. Virtually untouched reef. 
Toll free: 1-888-HI-KITTY Ha -445-4889). Fax: 
011-501-62-3226. E-mail: kittys@btl.net _ 

SAINT GEORGE’S LODGE - Ree ey diving. 
Resort thru Nitrox certifications. eekly packages 
from $1,349.00. Arrive/depart ANY DAY. Excellent 
food & accommodations. 011-501-212121, 1-800-678-6871. 
TURNEFFE FLATS - Quality, personalized diving from 
our private resort on the Turneffe Atoll, the Heart of 
Belize’s best diving. Please call for details. 
1-800-815-1304/ 605-578-1304. 


BRUCE BOWKER’S CARIB INN - P.O. Box 68, 
Bonaire, N.A. All sites, air, sales, rentals, PADI_5-Star 
full instruction. All rooms A/C, TV, pool. Phone 
011-5997-8819 8 am - 5 pm, fax 011-5997-5295 
24 hrs., E-mail 75317, 667 @compuserve.com. 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES - P.O. Box 216. Clean, 
affordable, 1, 2, & 3 A/C BR bungalows, full kitchen, 
microwave, cable TV, hot shower,  inlleed quiet 
location. 011-5997-8405, 011-5997-8605. 
TOWNHOUSE ON THE BEACH - 2BR/3BA, great 
shore/boat diving. Dive shop close by, snorkel & 
windsurf, too. Phone/fax 516-694-3430. 


BLUE WATER DIVERS - P.O. Box 846, Road Town, 
Tortola, BVI. Mike & Keith Royle, PADI instructors. 
Dive tours, intro courses, rentals, air fills, rendezvous. 
Phone 809-494-2847, fax 809-494-0198. 

DIVE BVI LTD. - W/4 convenient locations in the BVI. 
Hotel & dive package available starting as low as 
$665/pp for a /-night/5-day diving package. Call direct 
for information or reservations. 1-800-848-7078. 


CAYMAN BRAC BARGAINS! Deluxe beachfront 
vacation homes/condos. 7 nights/5 days fantastic 
diving from $452/diver. Call Jim, Brac Vacation 
Specialist since 1987. 1-800-972-9795. 
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CAYMAN BRAC LUXURIOUS VALUE - Spacious 
2BR condos on white sand beach. Palm trees, 
restaurant, pool, friendly people. Ideal location, terrific 
value, dive packages from $670/diver, quad 
occupancy. Free brochure. Brac Caribbean Beach 
Village, Box 4-R, Stake Bay, Cayman Brac, BWI; toll 
free 1-800-791-7911, fax 809-948-1111. 

CAYMAN BREEZE - LUXURY VACATION CONDO. 
2/2 ocean - beachfront, pool, Northside adjacent 
Cayman Kai. Pristine diving. From $1,100/wk. 
813-854-1201, caymanbrz@ aol.com. 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE on Grand Cayman's East 
End. Gateway to Grand Cayman’s East End since 
1972. Experience the best diving in the Cayman 
Islands! Inclusive dive vacation packages. All 
services (dive epeteion, dining, bar, hotel) located on- 
site at our small, secluded beachfront dedicated diving 
lodge. Get away from the crowds & experience the 
Cayman of Yesterday. We guarantee the best value in 
the Cayman Islands. _ Call anytime! 800-TLC-DIVE. 
U.S. & Canada, fax 806-798-7568. ' 

GRAND CAYMAN’S NEW FRONTIER - Dive East End 
w/Ocean Frontiers. Virgin diving, small groups. new 
boat. 7 nig days diving Ai dives) $555 p.p./d.o. 
809-947-7500, http://www.OceanFrontiers.com or 
1-800-544-6576. 


BILL BEARD’S DIVING SAFARIS - Largest, oldest 
operation. Great resorts, pkgs. & prices. Dive Bat, 
Catalina Islands. 1-800-779-0055, fax 612-931-0209, 
E-mail: fee Re 

COSTA RICA TRAVEL SPECIALIST - Wide selection 
of scuba, jungle, & white water rafting tours. Land 
based. Live-aboards. Customize Brae Call 
LANDFALL ADV. TRVL. - U.S/CANADA 1-800-525-3833, 
CA. 510-794-1599. 


PEMBA - ZANZIBAR - TANZANIA on 80 ft. live- 
aboard sail & dive catamaran /nula. Best diving, 
most experienced aaae. in E.A. Great value 
for money, i.e., $980 U.S. p.p./week. Phone/fax 
011-49-5130-790326. 


FIJI REAL ESTATE - Beachfront_lots, islands, diving 
resorts for sale. Contact TDC, Box 228, Suva, Fiji. 
Phone 679-311075, fax 679-303160. 

FIJI TRAVEL SPECIALIST - Wide selection of budget, 
luxury, & honeymoon dive / vacation resorts. 
Customized multiple island ‘iene available. Call 
LANDFALL ADV. VL. .S./ CANADA 
1-800-525-3833, CA. 510-794-1599. 


ADVANCE YOUR DIVING SKILLS - Cavern & Nitrox 
classes in N. Central Florida Springs. Technical 
Instruct: Cave & Tri-Mix. MANATEE SNORKEL 
OURS, guided dives, u/w video. Call Birds 
Underwater, 1-800-771-2763. 
LEARN FROM WORLD RECORD DIVER, HAL WATTS 
Deep Air to 240’, rebreathers, Nitrox, Trimix, 
Cavern. 9487 NW 115th Avenue, Ocala, FL 
34482-1007. 352-368-7974, fax 352-351-1924. 


BAYVIEW KEY LARGO CONDO - 2BR, sleeps 6, 
pool, tennis, sauna, boat slip, near Pennekamp, 
sunsets from condo, $650/wk. Owner 1-800-484-4964 #0598. 
BILL HARRELL’S DIVE INSTRUCTION - Private 
PADI instruction from Master Instructor. Open water 
through Divemaster, referrals, 20 specialties. All 
courses include equipment. Upper Keys. Call 
1-800-959-DIVE. 

KEY LARGO - 3days/2 es in oceanfront luxury 
condos. 6 dives, tanks & air included. $289 pp. 
Sb dive shops welcome. Other packages 
available. gee welcome. Call 800-465-2533. 
KEY LARGO LUXURY CONDO - Pennekamp nearby, 
2BR/2BA, VCR, stereo, cable, pool, tennis, marina, 
sauna, on water. Rent, week/month. 305-279-2246. 
KEY LARGO’S SECLUDED CARIBBEAN 
PLANTATION - Any Slate’s Amoray Dive Resort. 
Superb rooms & villas overlooking Florida Bay. 
Scuba, snorkel, Eco-Tours, underwater & sunset 
weddings, & USCG Duane dives aboard our new 45' 
catamaran. Pennekamp, Marine Sanctuary & the 
Everglades! PADI, NAUI, & BSAC instruction. Great 
value dive/accommodation ee he from _$67.50/day, 
tanks & weights. Stay 4 nights, 5th night FREE (some 
restrictions apply). 1-800-4-AMORAY. E-mail: 
amoray @pennekamp.com 

KEY WEST CONDO - 2BR, pool, beach, tropieet sun 
deck. 2 bicycles. Walk to Old Town. $700/wk 
summer. $1300/wk winter. 305-745-3658. 
KEY WEST’S Premier Dive Center is Southpoint 
Divers. 2 Pro 42 jet boats. Small groups. PADI 5- 
Star. Instructor career training; dive packages. 714 
Duval Street, Key West, FL 1-800-824-6811; E-mail: 
Southpoint@ aol.com. FL lic.1716. 

LOOE KEY LIVE-ABOARD - 2 days/1 night all- 
inclusive. Unlimited diving. PADI courses available. 
Extended private charters available. Sea-Clusive 
Charters 305-872-3940. 


RENTAL PACKAGES - 3BR/2BA on dee 
across from ocean. Minutes from Looe 
from Key West. 5 screened porches, 
Suite upper level. Ramrod Key - MM 

407-359-9732. 


water canal 
ey & 30 min. 
rivate Master 
7.5/Thompson 


LAMMER LAW - 95 FT. TRIMARIN - Experience 
fantastic u/w & topside wildlife encounters while 
enjoying affordable elegances. Call the 
SoD Vay ed leader. LANDFALL ADV TRVL U.S./ 
CANADA 1-800-525-3833, CA 510-794-1599. 


BOB MORGAN’S UNDERWATER VIDEO - Maui. 
Ph/fax 808-667-4645. Free video w/dive! Private 
tours. Reef, wreck, wall, caverns. One low rate. Call 
for reservations now! 
DIVE W/MANTA RAYS in Kona, HI w/ Manta Ray 
tours. Charters, courses, rentals, room/car/dive 
ackages available. 1-800-98-MANTA/808-326-7056, 
ax 808-326-4789. . 
DIVE MAUI - Outer island trips, best locations, 
affordable packages. Caverns, turtles, walls! UI/ 
PADI/ SSI/ NASDS/ Nitrox. 808-667-2080. E-mail: 
offshore @ maui.net. 
ECO-ADVENTURES, KONA - Two large vessels. 
Manta, Blue Water & Long Range dives. PADI 5- 
Star & ANDI Nitrox. ‘Air/room/car. 1-800-949-3483, 
fax 808-329-7091. ecodive@bigisland.com: 
be Ghee ate cr he ne ee 
HAWAII’S BEST DIVING off the Kona Coast! 
RAINBOW DIVER II, glass bottom dive boat. 
1-800-982-6747 for FREE Aloha. packet. 
BE NS AL Sh Sai See cen tata 
KONA COAST DIVERS - Professionalism since 1967. 
http://konacoastdivers.com. NAUI/SSI/PADI 5-Star. 
E-mail: divekona @ilhawaii.net. One stop facility/boat. 
800-562-3483, 808-329-8802, fax 808-329-5741. 
MIKE SEVERNS DIVING -__ Relaxed, personal, 
informative Maui diving for certified divers. Guided by 
Hawaii biologist or naturalist. Maximum 6 divers. P.O. 
Box 627, Kihei, Maui, Hawaii 96753. 808-879-6596. 
NITROX TROPICAL DIVERS OF KAUAI -_ Hawaii’s 
first PADI Enriched Air Diver Certification! Underwater 


scooters; Kayaks. Easy, Safe, FUN! FREE 
information: 1-800-NX5-DIVE. 
JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE - Five-Star PADI. Small 


roups, Deh plicion service, 4 resort hotels. 

unaway Bay & Montego Bay. Tel. 809-973-4845, fax 
4875. http://www.InfoChan.com/Jamaqua. E-mail: 
Jamaqua @InfoChan.com 
NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE - P.O. Box 49, Negril, 
Jamaica. PADI dive shop. Beginner lessons, dive 
package, PADI, SSI certification. Video rental, night 
dive, 3 dives daily w/instructors & guides. 


BAJA DIVING - Experience the Sea of Cortez. Live- 
aboard or day dive hotel packages out of La Paz. Call 
BAJA EXPEDITIONS, 1-800-843-6967 for details. 
E-mail: 72234.1520@compuserve.com. 

CASA COZUMEL VACATION VILLAS & CONDOS 
Surprisingly affordable luxury in private homes. 
Air/dive/car packages. Cail 1-800-558-5145, 
713-558-3430. 

COZUMEL DIVE GETAWAYS - New 2, 3, 5BR villas 
w/complete kitchen & maid svc., pool, spa. 1-800-346- 
9470, U.S. fax 806-798-1218. E-mail: 
103503,304 @compuserve.com. 

COZUMEL HOMES FOR RENT - Seafront homes 1- 
10 BR. Town homes 1-4 BR. Dives, car rentals, 
archaeological trips arranged. 1-800-833-5971. 
COZUMEL - VILLAS EL CARACOL - 1 to 3BR from 
$400/wk. Pool, A/C, maid, gear-rinse, kitchens, 
resident manager & more! Escape hotel rooms, enjoy 
real Mexico. Call U.S. owner 1-800-291-2715. 
DIVING ADVENTURES - Personal attention, fast, 
safe, 02 ala age boats. PADI instruction. Nitrox 
available. Homes & hotel page ee Group rates. Call 
now-toll free 1-888-338-0388. E-mail: 
diventur cozumelcom.mx.Ph/fax 987-23009. 
WHOLESALE MEXICO - Cabo, Cozumel, Baja. 
Central America, Caymans, Caribbean also. Air, land, 
& dive Eats es. Reservations thru U.S. office. Pacific 
Coast Adventures. 1-800-491-3483. 

XCALAK - Sandwood Villas Beach & Lagoon Resort. 
Second largest barrier reef, Chinchorro Bank. 
Snorkel, dive, fish, birdwatch, relax. 24 hr. electricity, 
stoves, refrigs. Call 011-52-983-80404. 


WHITETIP DIVERS - Tel. 011-632-521-043 
011-526-2628/9, fax 011-632-522-116 
whitetip @ mnl.sequel.net. Dive anywhere in the Phils. 
Resorts, live-aboards, safaris, courses, custom tours & 
packages. We do it all. Joncor II Bldg. Unit 206/7/8, 
1362 Mabini, Ermita, Mnl. Phil. 


CULEBRA - Boat & kayak diving w/PADI inst. 5 nights 
waterfront, AC, kitchen, 4 days aving all equipment 
$499 pp/do. REEFLINK, 787-742-0587. 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER -s 1 ot 





CAPTAIN’S QUARTERS - Victorian guest house 
w/sweeping ocean/mountain views. Dive Saba Travel, 
1-800-883-SABA, Caradonna Tours 1-800-328-2288, 
direct 212-289-6031 E:mail: Rich _Holm@msn.com. 
Specials & info at http://saba-online.com 

THE GATE HOUSE - Six charming rooms 
w/spectacular ocean views. Cafe open nightly. 
Package rates w/all dive shops. Direct 
011-5994-62416, fax 011-5994-62529 U.S. 708-354-9641. 
SEA SABA DIVE CENTER - P.O. Box 530, 
Windwardside, Saba, N.A. Fax 011-599-46-2362, 
phone 011-599-46-2246, 1-800-328-5285. Full 
service; 2 40’ uncrowded boats; expert (PADI, NAUI, 
SSI) instructors. Variety of packages: economy - luxury. 


ST. VINCENT / BEQUIA TRAVEL SPECIALIST - 
Widest selection of scuba, vacation & honeymoon 
economy to luxury resorts. Call LANDFALL ADV. 
TRVL. U.S./ CANADA 1-800-525-3833, CA 510-794-1599. 


PROVIDENCIALES - Dive w/ARTHUR DEAN, most 
renown PADI Divemaster on Provo! Private charter, 
max. 6. Possibility of “combo” w/fishing! Provo Wall 
Divers, tel/fax 809-946-4527. 


DIVE ST. CROIX - Complete package. Boat diving, 
luxurious villa, auto, round-trip airfare. Escorted. 
Groups 4 or 8. 610-770-8808. 

LOW KEY WATERSPORTS, ST. JOHN - PADI 5-Star 
IDC Training Facility. ree ee through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals 
welcome. Dive packages. 1-800-835-7718, 809-693-8999. 


CAYMAN ISLANDS: BEACH & BEYOND - Island 
discovery guidebook for walkers, hikers, runners, 
bikers, kayakers, naturalists, outdoor enthusiasts, 
active & adventure travelers. W/points of interest, 
maps, flora, fauna, clubs, contacts, travel info. $19.95. 
In bookstores or from Martha Smith, P.O. Box 323- 
C18, Peapack, NJ 07977. Tel 908-234-1948. 


ORGANIC INCOME OPPORTUNITY - Passionate 
Entrepreneurs can earn Multiple Thousands Monthly 
sharing wild organic super foods from home. Free 
information. 800-927-2527 ext. 4593. 
SCUBA/ADVENTURE TRAVEL wholesale company 
for sale. Excellent opportunity for personal career 
change or dive store/travel agency expansion. E-mail: 
scubaopp @ aol.com 


DIVING CAREERS! Before spending thousands on 
training, know the facts. For first-hand information send 
$5.00 to Dive Life, P.O. Box 8504, Metairie, LA 70011. 
SCUBADUBA (http://www.scubaduba.com) - The 
Ultimate Scuba Site on the World Wide Web. 
Hundreds of scuba links indexed, annotated & 
searchable. Endless info, images & video clips, fast 
loading pages, easy to navigate, fun & useful to 
browse through. 

SPORTOURS - Dive travel to all worldwide locations. 
Complete land & air packages. Call for brochure. 
1-800-660-2754, www.sportours.com. 


COMPRESSOR - Bauer Utilus-10, 4 CFM, 3500 psi. 
Professionally rebuilt 8 fills ago, $2,600 (retail $4,600). 
Call Mark in Maryland @ 301-283-6275. 

U/W HYDRAULIC boat hull cleaning unit w/16 ft. ski 
barge (boat optional). Richard Phillips, 918-671-5207. 


DIVE/TOUR AUSTRALIA - A unique vacation awaits 
you. Packages for certified, non-certified divers & non- 
divers. 3-day tour pass in Sydney, learn to dive in 
paradise on the Great Barrier Reef. See a bit of 
everything, individual & chaperoned 14-day tours. Sail, 
dive, bungee, parasail & much more. Call 
Extreme Excursions, 1-800-599-8562 _ or 
http://comd.net.com/tn/extreme. 

ULTIMATE VACATION GETAWAY - Avoid crowds. 
Affordable, magical, sail & dive charters. 
Private, luxury floating resorts. Individuals, 
couples, small groups. 1-800-484-2207 ext. SAIL., 
http://www.henge.com/~saildive. E-mail: 
saildive @henge.com. 
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f A 4-Star Resort 
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e 85 feet of comfort and personalized service 
e 6 staterooms with private baths 

e A world-class Caribbean destination 

e Fish filled, action packed diving 

e PLUS land-based & inland eco-expeditions 


. 
nei 


* From Only $480 weekly 
includes 3-tank boat diving 


CO2Zt, 
Coit FAMED 













3-tank daily dives 
e Custom Fast Boats 
Experienced Diver Program 
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\ Readers’ Choice 4 
> Awards e 


Fist Stace 


Favorite Travel Specialist 


> Readers’ Choice 
» Awards 4 
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800-247-3483 


WA 206-441-3483 ° FAX 206-441-5431 
e-mail: 103520.201 4@compuserve.com 


AN 
ABSOLUTE 
A'(0) 4 8B) 
CLASS 
EXPERIENCE 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


¢ 127 feet of pure comfort 

¢ Ten staterooms with private bath 

¢ Only $296 per night 

¢ A PHENOMENAL DIVING EXPERIENCE 


Bai 





SIPADAN ISLAND RESORT 

| * Rated the World’s Best Shore Diving 
| © 3 boat dives daily with Borneo Divers 
| * 2800 foot wall only 30 ft. offshore 

\.¢ $1125 weekly all-inclusive 


Red Sea’s greatest fleet of live-aboards 
© 80 foot Ghalaza 1 & Ghazala Voyager 
» 94 foot Ghazala Explorer & Ghazala Adventurer 
»OR land-based from only $825 weekly 
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Favorite Travel Specialist 













ee 
me. at 


Send $9.95 to: 
DIVE CALENDAR 
474] Chicago Av.,So., Mpls, Mn 55407 


Credit Card Orders Call 9AM-5PM Central Time 


1-800-367-7008 


Allow 2-3 wks. for delivery 
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| Personalized professional dive tours! 
Affordable hotel packages! 
SAM’S DIVE TOURS 
h: 011 ce 488- one fax: 011-680- ico -5003 


a) Diving with the personal touch! 
DIVE DISCOVERY 800-886-7321 














415-256-8890 © Fax 415-258-9115 
ttp://www.netilus.com/DiveDiscovery 





CIRCLE NO. 61 ON READER SERVICE CARD 








Splash 1-800-247-3483 


or fax Splash directly at 1-680-488-1741 





CIRCLE NO. 62 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


SAN PEDRO AMBERGRIS CAYE 


DIVE BELIZE 
BOTTOM TIME DIVE SHOP 


SAN PEDRO HOLIDAY HOTEL 
(November 15, 1996 - April 30, 1997) 
Roundtrip Air on TACA Airlines-Houston, New Orleans, Miami 
Roundtrip Air on Tropic Air to San Pedro, Ambergris Caye 
Hotel Transfer, Tax, Service Charge 


7 NIGHTS 
A/C Room, Queen, 8 Reef Dives © 2-tanks per day-I Night Dive 


$979 diver/$889 non-diver 
2 TRAVEL & DIVE BELIZE 


Dive Packages © Travel Packages © Island Resorts 
Jungle Resorts © Hotels © Business Trips © Auto Rental 
Private Guides ¢ Tours © Independent Travel 
E-mail: bztravel@compassnet.com or divebze@compassnet.com 


BZ TRAVEL SERVICES 
1-800-382-7776 
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DIVE ALL DAY 
wm SUPER 
SNORKEL 


Enjoy real diving 
freedom with an 
unlimited air 
supply! It’s 
compact and 
lightweight. 
You can take 
it to your 
favorite 
dive spots. 








Call or Write: 


INNOVATIVE DESIGNS, INC. 
3785 Alt. 19 N. Suite R / Palm Harbor, Fl 34683 
(813) 934-4619 





ae 


PRIVATE DIVE RESORT... 


16 fabulous Boat Dives 
Unlimited Shore Diving 
450' natural sandy Beach 
Palms, flowers, fruit trees 
Air Conditioned rooms 
Hammocks, ceiling fans, beach 
bar * 3 great meals a day 
Beach Parties » Free Welcome 
drink » Personalized Service 


Call your local dive shop or 


1-800-4-ROATAN for details 


Bay Islands 
Beach Resort 


Roatan, Bay Islands, Honduras, C.A. 
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Blue Bubbic... 
No Trouble! 


A well known fast boat operation since 1988 
is now offering IANTD EANx courses to all 
levels. EANx guided trips, technical deep air, 
cave and cavern dives, guided tours to 
Cozumel & Mainland. This while continuing 
to offer our popular two and three tank fast 
trips a.m. and p.m. daily. Complete air, dive & 
hotel packages, multi day dive discounts. 


E-Mail: BLUBUB@AOL.COM 


E-Mail in Cozumel: 
BUBBLES@cozunet.finred.com.mx 


Fax/Tel in Cozumel: (987) 21865 
http://www.qssolutions.com/bluebubble 


IN USA: 800-878-8853 
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REEF RESORT & 















KEY 
Ss Heenten 


PACKAGES FROM 
$73.67 PP.DO. 


Includes motel, dives, tanks, weights, 
all taxes and welcome rum punch. 













30 MINUTES FROM KEY WEST 
5 STAR PADI IDC & DIVE CENTER 
B.S.A.C. FACILITY 
MOTEL, POOL, DOCKAGE 
TIKI BAR, RESTAURANT 


800-942-5397 


(305) 872-2215 


e- Bs ) 


Mile Marker 27.5 - P.O. Box 509 - Ramrod Key FL 33042 
* Source Rodale’s Scuba Diving 1996 Readers’ Choice Awards 
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HARBOR ISLAND, BAHAMAS 


$00-333-6430 


(809) 333-2309 
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! 8 SCENES IN FULL COLOR !!! 


Generic checks are for Generic People. 














Now, each time you do the boring job of writing checks, 
you can relive your diving thrills with this all new series of 
eight exciting scenes from the underwater worlds of 
such famous photographers as Steve Botes, Howard 
Hall, Steve Frink and Doug Perrine, as they explore 
Pennekamp, Cozumel, Cayman and Bimini. 

TO ORDER CHECKS - PLEASE ENCLOSE: 

1. Avoided sample check with all changes clearly marked. 

2. Adeposit slip. 

3. The order form below completely filled out. 

4. Acheck payable to Identity Check Printers. (U.S. Funds ONLY) 

ORDERS SHIPPED VIA 3RD CLASS MAIL—ALLOW 2-4 WEEKS 
FOR DELIVERY.(NO SHIPMENTS OUTSIDE USA) 


IDENTITY CHECK PRINTERS BOX 818 PARK RIDGE, IL 60068 


These top bound personal size checks are printed in full color.One part 
deposit slips and check register are included. Satisfaction Guaranteed! 









SINGLE CHECKS DUPLICATES 
11200 - $9.95 [1150 — $12.95 
(1400 — $17.50 [1300 — $22.50 
(If not specified, we will 
STARTING NO. GAS SUR Start checks at 1001.) 
ENTER AMOUNT FOR CHECKS 
SHIPPING & HANDLING $1.00 
CIFIRST CLASS MAIL, ADD $3.50 
Cups 2ND DAYAIR= ADD $5.75 
[1 CHECKBOOK COVER, ADD $1.00 
O For Seupt Lettering, Add $2.00 
(1 DAN LOGO, ADD $3.00 
TOTAL 
NAME 


Daytime phone number: ( ) 


For your protection checks will be shipped to the printed address unless we are instructed otherwise. 
ESTAB. 1946 - MEMBER: BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU - CHICAGO 


7-93 24 HR. Voice Mail: 312.992.0890 7-93 
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Small Hope 
Bay Lodge 


Andros Island, Bahamas 
since 1960 


> Just 20 Cottages 
> 140 Miles of Reef 
& All-inclusive Rates 
DIVE WALLS & BLUE HOLES 
Fish ¢ Sail e Windsurf ¢ Bike 
Beachcomb e Nature Trails ¢ Hot Tub 
Massage * Hammock 
Friendly 
By Nature 


ea 
<> 


Tel. 800-223-6961 
Fax 809-368-2015 


Write: Box CB11817 - Nassau, Bahamas 
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AND ENJOY A RELAXING 
DIVING EXPERIENCE | ee 














Nature ¢ Ruins « Ecotours 
wo) oF] ag = ° Adventure Travel 


Tel: 305-666-1997 ® Fax: 305-666-2292 
Email: bahia@gate.net 
http://www.empg.com/bahia-tours 


Bahia Tours 800-443-0717 
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BONNE TERRE 


The world’s only underground dive resort! 


for info: G 14)73 1-5003 


Jacques Cousteau 


Year-Round Diving 
Air Temp. 62° 
Water Temp. 58° 


( 100 Foot Visibility 


eb address: www.mktg.com/btm 


Only | hour south of St. Louis! 
Become a Deep Earth Diver! 
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The magazine of coastal 
and offshore fly fishing, 


To Subscribe Call: 


800-391-8156 


ATE6 
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& Serving Divers Worldwide Since 1978 
> Friendly, Personalized, Professional Service 

& Spacious Custom Dive Boat 

> Only 30 Minutes to Dive Sites 

> Scuba and Snorkeling Trips Daily 

> Personally Guided Tours 

> World’s Third Longest Barrier Reef 

> Mountainous Coral Formations, Tunnels & Caverns 
> Full NAUI, PADI & CMAS Certification Courses 
> Two Hour Introductory (Resort) Lessons for Non-Divers 
> U/W Camera and Complete Dive Equipment Rentals 
> Underwater Videos of Your Dive 

> Hotel/Dive Packages Available 


P.O. Box AB20555, Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas 
Phone 809-367-2787 » Fax 809-367-4779 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Stunning walls, reefs, and Perfect intact 
WWII shipwreck 446' long for recreational diving! 

ar clear waters! Gizo island offers a tranquil, 

ic South Pacific paradise getaway! 
Is @ ADVENTURE SPORTS GIZO 
800-886-7321 
:/ /www.netilus.com/DiveDiscovery 
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§ ERE OH te for ae ¢ “9 
¢ NASSAU , 
8 Sunskiff Divers Ltd. t 
H Smal Group Diving Aboard 30' Scarab Oa! 
© Out Island Day Trips and Charters “The Best in a 
{ NAU - PADI Certifications & Referas © Small Group \ lj $ 
Dive Packages From $198.00 Diving & 
¢ 800-331-5884 in U.S.A. & 
§. 809-362-1979 in NASSAU WEEteiiun > 


Em Ea gm ee eet De ee 
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DIVE 


CONCH 
REPUBLIC 


MM 90.3 O/S 800-274-DIVE 


cB 
oo 


N ' 4 » ee 
















THE UPPER KEYS 
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When you call or visit our 
advertisers, be sure to say you 
saw their ads in 


SCUBA DIVING 


THE MAGAZINE DIVERS TRUST 
















AUSTRALIA’S FINEST 


REEF EXPLORER Exotic Dive Adven 










EXPERIENCED DIVERS & PHOTOGRAPHERS, MAXIMUM 10 DIVERS 
V5 ey ee eae Est. 10 years 
—~— ie pacers -886-7321 

<7 http://www.netilus.com/DiveDiscovery 
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The Hennessey Guide 
oy to Live-Aboard Dive Boats 


mvs Bons Worldwide listing of 
meme over 100 Vessels + Regional Facts 


el $12.95 617.647.2206 


Plus shipping 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
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BAY ISLANDS 
nano 









KEYZ WEST 


Luxury Suites & Standard Room Accommodations. 
Offering One Bedroom Suites with Waterview, 


Full Kitchen, Tiki Bar & Jacuzzi. 












‘We had 1995's 
Nikonos’ Winners 
On Our Boats!” 









Only 1 Hour From Miami Airport & Into Paradise! 







rie REEF RESORT 
* BEST SHORE DIVING IN 
THE BAY ISLANDS 
+3 BOAT DIVES A DAY 
‘UNLIMITED SHORE DIV- 
ING DAY AND NIGHT 
*>AIR CONDITIONED 
ROOMS 
* ALL INCLUSIVE 
* SECLUDED, SMALL, 
PERSONALIZED 







6 Dives for ONLY $95 including Tanks & Wts! 
Daily Dive Trip Incl. ALL Equip. & Tanks: $69! 





Basic Accom./Dive Package: *ONLY $70! ppdo. | 

























ae, Complete PADI Certification Course!) 
» All Advanced Level & Specialty Courses! 
¢ NITROX Courses! 
Daily Dive/Snorkel/Fishing Trips! 
Duane Wreck ® Night Dives 















3 


KEY WEST} CEROSMAN 
















AE & Technical Diving at its very best! 
Key West’s Oldest & Safest Dive Center. 
























3 NIGHTS/2 DAYS DIVING ete ae wohl 104180 Overseas Highway : Key Largo, FL 33037 
S 2 9 9 PPDO WEBSITE: HTTP://WWW. DiscoveryDive.Com 
1-800-263-9876 BASKIN in the SUN’s newest “Partner in Paradise.” 





1-800-87-DIVER 
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PACKER Ee 
we COZUMEL...SO NEAR YET WORLDS APART! F, 


Cozumel Equalizers, Fiesta Inn, 
and Reef & Rainforest are working 
together to offer you... 


The Best of Cozumel! 


FIESTAINN 


é COZUMEL 
g © EQUALIZERS 


, K 4 night/3 dive day package from $282! 
= ‘Tnight/5 dive day package from $481! 
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800-886-732 1 
http://www.netilus.com/DiveDiscovery 





CIRCLE NO. 60 ON READER SERVICE CARD 









Underwater Photo-Tech 


Repairs of underwater camera systems! 
Sales, service, custom modifications, rentals 


One Call Does It All 


(G603)432-1997 
16 Manning St. * Suite 104 * Derry, NH 03038 
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oS Includes 2 tank boat dive, tax, complimen- &% 










| tary check out beach dive per person based j; ; 
= on double occupancy. : Snorkel ing 
A =—SCEnjoy uncrowded, personalized service \& Vacations 
\; with 6-7 divers on a boat, longer bottom } for 
time & the most professional dive masters § Families 
: é in Cozumel. Call Today HN! cies ; 
, ) traveling with kids. Mexico, 







REEF & RAINFOREST 
Worldwide Adventure Travel 


P= "30/794-9RNR 


. Fax 415/289-1763 E-mail: rnrtravel@aol.com 
a Internet: http://www.reefrainfrst.com 2 

P| cae San Francisco (415) 978-9800 
vey, ik\\ \ SG S| {} AS] C5 Ai E-mail: kids@RascalsinParadise.com 
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the Caribbean and Beyond... 








800-U RASCAL 















Where in the dive world are you? 


mere 100 miles 
from Hollywood, 
this dive facility has 
probably seen more celebri- 
ties—including this permanent 
fixture—than any other. Wal- 
ter Cronkite learned to dive 
here, Jacques Mayol trained 
here, Lloyd Bridges vaca- 
tioned here, Orson Welles 
filmed here and Peter Bench- 
ley pondered the deep here. 
The town where this 
dive facility is located was 
built to be the center of 
commerce on an island 
where, until sport diving 
exploded, lumbering and 
fishing were the primary 
industries. This island is the 
fourth largest in its chain. 
The facility is chock-full 
of superlatives: home of the 
first formal resort course, 
first organized night diving, 
first sport decompression div- 
ing and first dolphin 
encounter. The octopus regu- 
lator was developed here, and 
the facility boasts the area’s 
only recompression chamber. 
When it opened its 
doors to the dive communi- 
ty, Sonny and Cher’s “I’ve 
Got You Babe” was blasting 
from almost every radio in 
America. Cassius Clay was 
the heavyweight champion 
of the world. And, a new 
Studebaker set you back 
about $2,200. 
Where in the dive world 
are you? 


To enter, identify this dive facil- 
ity. Write your answer on a 
postcard with your name, 
address and telephone number, 
and send it to: “Where in the 
Dive World Contest,” RSD, 
6600 Abercorn St., Suite 208, 
Savannah, GA 31405. Correct 
answers will be entered in a 
Grand Prize drawing to be held 
in December 1996. The winner 
will receive a dive vacation for 
two to one of the destinations 
featured in the contest. 


DIVERS TRUS T 





AWARD WINNING 
DESIGN 





COMPLETE WATER 
CLEARING Cylindrical float (blue) 
and pressure release valve 
(red) move upward upon 
water contact, closing the 
air passage (yellow shaft). 
The Ocean Master Equalizer If you’re tired of water getting down your snorkel, worry 


ZA4’s patented purge system clears no more. The Ocean Master Dry Snorkel 2000 stays com- 
water fast, completely and effec- pletely dry when submerged in water. It resists all types of 
tively. All you do is exhale and any water entry even waves and splashes. 
water in the mask completely No water ever. No water clearing required. 
disappears. Lifting the mask (to The Dry Snorkel 2000 also includes the patented Ball Joint 
clear out water) 1s unnecessary, 

Purge at bottom of mask clears leaving your hands free at all times. 
water completely. No water residual. The Equalizer’s advanced low pro- 
file purge design exposes the nose pocket, allowing one hand- 
ed equalization even with a regulator in your mouth. 

Choose from a wide selection of mask styles: the four 





window Z4 (above), the two window Z2, aviator-look Ordinary snorkels require constant Dry Snorkel 2000 stays completely dry 
bd : i : clearing of water in order to resume even when submerged. No water clearing 
Provision or the single lens Equalizer One. Extra thick long breathing. required. The automatic pressure release 


: os ae ; i the ai face vivi 
lasting silicone skirting offers the closest fit, even for those yao an mites ORE 
with moustaches. 





Mouthpiece for the most perfect three-dimensional fit, a large 

bore for maximum inhale capacity, a flexible tube with fold- 

back memory, and an advanced self draining purge valve. 
Call or email us for your nearest dealer. 


Ocean Master Equalizer 


Warning: When using this type of purge Equalize with just one hand. 
mask, you must have both hands free to 
equalize ear pressure. 





PULL TO FIT SQUEEZE TO RELEASE 


Patented Q-Strap 














Ocean Master, Inc. 1928 Tyler Ave. #H, El Monte, CA 91733 
1-800-841-7007 © (818) 582-8000 


Included on every Ocean Master Equalizer mask. email om@oceanmaster.com « http:/;www.oceanmaster.com 
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ANY FISH 
WHO’S ANYBODY 











| IS HERE. 








Dive in the US. Virgin Islands and come face to face with the 
- biggest names in marine biology. Parrot fish, triggerfish, angels, 
tan, is, trumpet fish and gar, to name a few. Plus octopuses, turtles, 






sea horses, rays and on occasion, dolphins and even whales. As well 





as countless undersea gardens, reefs and wrecks. And with up to 
100 ft. visibility, it’s all easy to see. You'll also find no shortage of dive 
shops, run by qualified professionals who'll help make your stay 
with us unforgettable. And when you come up for air, you'll find 








our islands are as beautiful above the water as they are below. 





To find out how close and easy a great dive vacation can 
be, call your travel agent or 1-800-372-U.8.V.I; or contact 






http:/www.usvi.net/ for Internet access. 











"THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Sr. Croix ¢ Sr. JOHN ° Sr. “THOMAS 





They're your islands 
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Contact the U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Tourism for more info.: Atlanta. Chicago, DC, LA, Miami, NY, San Juan and Toronto. ©1996 U.S. Virgin Islands Tourist Bureau. 

















